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NAILSWORTH TOWN COUNCIL 
MINUTES of the MEETING of Nailsworth Town Council  

held at the Town Hall, Nailsworth 
on Tuesday 4 March 2014 

 

Present 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
* 
 
* 

Cllr J L Duckworth (Chair) 
Cllr P Carter 
Cllr A Elliott 
Cllr NI Kay 
Cllr MJ Kelly 
Cllr MM Rahman 
Cllr S Robinson 

Present for part of the 
meeting 

 Mr M Johnson (planning application S.14/0087/HHOLD) 
 

Apologies     Cllr SM Reed 
Cllr  MP Robinson  
Cllr SE Thorpe 

Non attendance  Cllr N Dart 

 * denotes absence from part of the meeting 

 
2014/335  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Cllr S Robinson declared an interest in planning application S.14/0329/FUL Jeanage Youth Club. 

 
2014/336  MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING 
The minutes of the Council meeting held on 18 February 2014 were approved and signed, subject 
to the addition of Cllr Kay to the list of apologies.  The Clerk suggested that it would be advisable 
for councillors to use the office ansaphone rather than email for late apologies.  
 
2014/337  KGV play area (minute 2014/320) 
Cllr S Robinson reported that he and Cllr Duckworth had met with Mr Clive Jarvis of HAGS to 
discuss how the recently installed fencing scheme could be improved. Cllr Duckworth circulated 
some photographs of the existing fencing. Mr Jarvis had offered to extend the galvanised metal 
fencing and move the green safety netting to run inside to improve the aesthetic effect, at cost 
price of £585. 
 
After discussion, Cllr Carter proposed, seconded by Cllr S Robinson and to unanimous support, 
that the contractors be requested to extend the metal fencing to run outside the green safety 
netting at a cost of £585 plus VAT, to be funded from an underspend in the Youth Support 
budget. 
 
Cllr Carter stated that in his opinion the issue with the safety fencing underlined the importance 
of clear communication between NTC and contractors from the outset. 
 
Councillors noted from the photographs that there were gaps underneath some of the new 
sections of fencing sufficient to allow dogs to access the play area. The Clerk was asked to 
contact Mr Jarvis with a request that this be rectified. 
 
2014/338  Town gardening (minute 2014/321) 
Cllr S Robinson reported that brambles were encroaching on land behind the Town Information 
Centre and the Clerk agreed to ask the Town Groundsman to clear these. 
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2014/339  Voting on budget decisions (minute 2014/322) 
Cllr Carter reported that he had been informed that the requirement for recorded votes on budget 
decisions did not apply to town and parish councils.  
 
2014/340  Review of Council structure (minute 2014/323) 
Noting that Council had agreed at the Special Meeting held on 13 June 2013 to review the 
operation of the new Council structure,  Cllr Carter stated that in his view it would not be 
appropriate for councillors to make propositions regarding future Council structure until this 
review has been undertaken. This was agreed. 
 
2014/341  CHRISTMAS LIGHTS UPDATE 
Cllr S Robinson reported that he had met with the three contractors who had been approached to 
install the Christmas lights in 2014.  Each had submitted a quotation and Cllr S Robinson would 
report on this at a future meeting.   
 
Cllr S Robinson reported that the Clerk had received information from a company supplying LED 
Christmas lights and two new lights at a reduced price had been obtained for Leves Corner and 
Market Street Garden.  This would mean that all the NTC Christmas lights for 2014 would be LED. 
The old Christmas motifs were currently in storage and the it was agreed that the Clerk would ask 
GAPTC to circulate members to see if any were interested in acquiring them. 
 
2014/342  WOOD LANE 
Cllr S Robinson reported that some residents of Park Road were concerned that following 
completion of the new housing development at the Vicarage, drivers wishing to avoid traffic hold-
ups on the Avening Road at Tabram’s Pitch might use Wood Lane and Park Road as a ‘rat run’.  
Cllr Duckworth suggested that one solution might be to make Wood Lane one-way from the KGV 
field end to the Vicarage.  He agreed to liaise with Cllr S Robinson to draft  a letter to County Cllr 
Binns asking her to investigate the feasibility of this proposal, after which local residents’ views 
could be sought. 
 
Cllr S Robinson reported that there was an ongoing problem with frequent heavy lorries using 
Nympsfield Road to transport soil to Tinkley Farm. This had also caused damage to the passing 
places on the single-track Tinkley Lane.  Cllr Carter reported that he had reported the problem to 
SDC planning officers who had agreed to check the terms of Tinkley Farm’s planning application. 
Cllr Carter would investigate to see if SDC had made any progress with this. 
 
2014/343  FGRFC PLANNING APPEAL S.1140/106R 
The Mayor had received a strongly worded letter from Mr Dale Vince of FGFRC, in response to 
NTC’s request for a meeting, criticising NTC’s decision to oppose the club’s application to have 
part of its Section 106 obligation removed, and expressing the view that a meeting would not be 
useful.  This was circulated and discussed. 
 
Members felt that Mr Vince appeared to have misunderstood both the history of NTC’s 
involvement with the proposed MUGA and its role in relation to the planning application. As the 
club had already made the decision to appeal against SDC’s refusal of its planning application, 
councillors agreed that there was now no point in NTC pursing a meeting with Mr Vince.  Cllr Kay 
agreed to draft a factual response to Mr Vince’s letter refuting inaccurate statements made within 
it, and also a letter to the Appeals Inspector stating NTC’s position and including a chronology of 
events relating to the S.106 agreement and the MUGA project.  These would be circulated to all 
NTC councillors for approval together with a summary of the history of NTC’s involvement with 
the MUGA project. 
 
The Clerk reported that she understood that Mr Phil Skill SDC was seeking to organise a meeting 
between Mr Trevor Saunders of FGRFC/Ecotricity, District Cllrs and Ms Joanne Jordan of SDC 
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regarding the FGRFC planning appeal.  Cllr Carter explained that no NTC input was envisaged 
at this meeting. 
 
Cllr Kay reported that Cllr S Robinson, together with Mr Ian Crawley of Nailsworth Community 
Partnership, had recently met with the Diocese Education Officer and a member of the governing 
body of Nailsworth Primary School to discuss the possibility of a 15 year lease agreement for a 
MUGA on the school site.  This was due to be considered by the Diocesan Board at its meeting in 
June 2014.   
 
In discussion, councillors agreed that it was important that any benefits from the S.106 
agreement relating to FGRFC’s planning application should come to Forest Green, whether in the 
form of a MUGA or any other type of recreational facility. Cllr S Robinson reported that this was a 
view which had also been expressed by Forest Green Residents Association. 
  
2014/344  SDC PROPOSED BOUNDARY CHANGES 
Cllr Carter reported on a recent presentation to SDC by the Boundary Commission regarding 
possible changes to electoral boundaries in the district in 2016. If SDC wished to continue with its 
current system of electing its representatives in thirds, electoral wards would need to be adjusted 
to ensure that each ward would be represented by 3 councillors, as was the case in Nailsworth. 
This would increase the costs of elections as all wards would then have elections each year on a 3 
year cycle, with the 4th being County Council elections.  Alternatively, SDC could opt for a system 
of ‘all out’ elections every four years, which would mean that County, District and town and parish 
elections would all take place at the same time on a 4 year cycle.  Whichever system was used, 
there would need to be an overall balancing of the number of electors represented by each 
district councillor, which would mean some electoral boundary adjustments. SDC was consulting 
town and parish councils on these matters. 
 
After discussion, it was agreed to respond to the consultation expressing a preference for all-out 
elections and stating NTC’s preference for the retention of three SDC representatives for the 
ward. Cllr S Robinson made the point that he would not wish the wards to become unmanageably 
large. 
 
* Cllr Kay left the meeting at this point. 
 
2014/345  HIGHWAY IMPROVEMENTS – PROJECTS FOR GCC FUNDING 
The Clerk reported that she had emailed County Cllr Binns requesting information and advice on 
the types of projects which might be acceptable for her £20,000 highway improvement allocation 
for 2014/15, and details of any deadlines for bids.  A reply was awaited and the Clerk agreed to 
chase this up and to ask whether the projects could be ongoing or would have to be completed 
within the next financial year. 
 
Cllr Kelly reported that, together with Cllrs Carter and S Robinson, he had toured the town centre 
with Ms Sue Bushell, Community Engagement Officer of the Guide Dogs Association, to 
investigate potential hazards and obstacles for pedestrians with sight impairment.  Some 
accessibility issues had been noted in Old Market and Cllr Kelly wondered if some proposals for 
improvements might be eligible for funding from Cllr Binns’ budget allocation.  He understood 
that the Guide Dogs Association would like to use Nailsworth as a case study for its ‘Streets 
Ahead’ campaign to reduce obstacles on pavements, details of which could be found on its 
website www.guidedogs.org.uk/supportus/campaigns/streets-ahead.  Members agreed to support 
in principle the idea of Nailsworth being used as a case study and Cllr Kelly undertook to inform 
Ms Bushell. 
 
2014/346   SDC CONSULTATION ON FUTURE DELIVERY OF FRONTINE SERVICES 
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SDC had set up a ‘Task and Finish’ group of officers and councillors to review its refuse 
collection, recycling, street cleansing, buildings cleansing and grounds maintenance services.  
Details of this initiative had been previously circulated to all NTC councillors, including a link to a 
questionnaire which had been sent to a random selection of 500 residents of the district. In 
discussion, members felt that there was insufficient street cleansing in some areas of the town 
such as Forest Green and Inchbrook, and they wished to know how the new recycling operation 
was performing against targets and what, if any, new targets were likely to be introduced. The 
Clerk was asked to inform SDC. 
 
* Cllr Rahman left the meeting at this point. 
 
2014/347  CONSIDERATION OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS  
(a)  S.14/0329/FUL Jeanage Youth Club, Northfield Road 
      Storage unit sited on car park 
       Cllr S Robinson declared an interest in this application and took no part in the discussion. 
      It was noted that a revision was being made to this application so it was decided that this 
      application would be considered at a subsequent meeting. 
(b)  S.14/0138/TCA Nailsworth Friends Meeting House, Chestnut Hill 
      Works to reduce size of beech tree 
      No observations 
(c)  S.14/0140/TPO Fountain House, Watledge Road 
      Crown lifting of various trees 
      No observations 
(d) S.14/0427/T5DAY Hazelwood, Church Street 
      Felling of one leaning Western Red Cedar 
      No observations 
(e)  S.14/0302/TPO and S.14/0315/TCA Northfields, Old Bristol Road 
      Remove Gingko and coppice Hazel 
      No observations 
(f)  S.14/0367/FUL Land adj.16 Middle Tynings 
      Proposed pair of semi-detached two bedroom, two storey houses 
      No observations 
(g)  S.140435/T5DAY Beaudesert Park School, Box 
       Fell Corsican pine leaving 7-8m trunk  
       No observations 
(h)  S.14/0087/HHOLD Nutley Cottage, Star Hill 
      Proposed extension of existing parking bay 
      The applicant, Mr M Johnson, explained that he had that day submitted amended  
      drawings to SDC and circulated copies.  Based on these drawings, councillors agreed that 
      they had no observations to make. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

…………………………………..                                                  ……………………………… 

Town Mayor                                                                         Date 


