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NAILSWORTH TOWN COUNCIL 
MINUTES of the MEETING of Nailsworth Town Council 

held at the Town Hall, Nailsworth 
on Tuesday 7 January 2014 

Present 
 
 
 

 
   
*
 
 
 
 
* 

Cllr MP Robinson (Chair) 
Cllr N Dart 
Cllr JL Duckworth  
Cllr P Carter 
Cllr A Elliott 
Cllr NI Kay 
Cllr MJ Kelly 
Cllr SM Reed 

Apologies     Cllr S Robinson 
Cllr SE Thorpe 

Non attendance  Cllr MM Rahman 

 * denotes absence from part of the meeting 

 
2013/254  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 
2013/255  MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING 
The minutes of the meeting held on 17 December 2013 were approved and signed. 
 
2013/256  Access issues to Hanover footpath (minute 2013/234) 
The Mayor reported that the Clerk would seek the approval of SDC for NTC’s agreed 
plan for improving pedestrian access, as some of the land in question was owned by the 
former.  Once this was obtained, quotations would be sought for the work. 
 
2013/257  FGRFC planning application S.13/1140/106R  (minute 2013/235) 
Cllr Carter reported that as he would be unable to attend the SDC Development Control 
Committee meeting on 14 January he would produce a written statement of NTC’s views 
regarding this application which would be read out by District Cllr Emma Sims, who 
would add her own comments also. Cllr Kay confirmed that he would be attending to 
speak on behalf of NTC. 
 
2013/258  Vandalism in Bus Station toilets (minute 2013/237) 
The Clerk reported that she had yet to receive a response from Jenni Parsons SDC 
regarding dates for a meeting with Cllrs Carter and Kay and agreed to chase this up.  
The defects to the lamp attached to side of the toilet block and around the Fountain had 
been reported to SDC and a response was awaited. 
 
2013/259  Improvements to Nailsworth Bus Station (minute 2013/239) 
The Mayor stated that he was aware of concerns expressed by some residents regarding 
aspects of the proposed design.  He was keen that any development should enhance the 
area, increase the visibility of the Mortimer Gardens and create a versatile space suitable 
for a range of community activities. Cllr Duckworth reported that members of the 
Chamber of Trade had noted that short-term parking of coaches in the Bus Station 
appeared to increase footfall in the town, and the Mayor agreed to add this point to the 
letter he would shortly be drafting to Brian McGough SDC expressing NTC’s intention to 
be fully involved with the details of the bus station improvement scheme. 
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2013/260    Domestic waste collections in Town Centre 
Cllr Duckworth reported that he had attended an early morning tour of the Town Centre 
with Ms Alana Roy SDC on waste collection day, which had given him a useful insight 
into the logistics of waste collection routing. The waste collection routes for the parish 
were soon to be re-evaluated and Ms Roy had assured him that priority consideration 
would be given to rescheduling town centre collections so domestic waste would be 
collected earlier in the day, rather than on the last collection round as was currently the 
case. 
 
The Clerk reported that she had been informed that new EU regulations stipulated that 
commercial waste now had to be collected separately from domestic waste and that 
consequently commercial waste at the town hall would be collected on Mondays rather 
than Fridays in the future. 
 
2013/267  A46 speed reduction signs (minute 2013/244) 
Cllr Duckworth reported that the A46 Action Group would be meeting on 20 January  
to discuss suitable locations for the speed reduction signs obtained from Gloucestershire 
Roads Partnership. 
 
2013/268  Nailsworth CLT Steering Group (minute 2013/244) 
Cllr Duckworth reported that the CLT Steering Group would be meeting on a monthly 
basis and would be undertaking a recruitment drive.  He explained that membership of 
the CLT was open to anyone living or working in the parish and that others could join as 
‘friends’ and be circulated with information. 
 
2013/269  TOWN PLAN UPDATE 
The Mayor reported that a Working Party consisting of himself and Cllrs Kay and 
Rahman had met to discuss ways to progress the updating of the Town Plan.  Cllr Kay 
had reviewed the original Town Plan to assess what had so far been achieved and had 
circulated a summary of this to all councillors. Cllr Reed confirmed that the original Plan 
had been facilitated by herself along with four other councillors and a team of local 
residents. She thanked Cllrs Kay and Thorpe for their helpful input. 
 
Councillors were aware that GRCC had advised that the Town Plan should, as far as 
possible, be led by the community and it was agreed that Mr Ian Crawley and Mr Chris 
Harmer, who had been actively involved in initial work on updating the Plan, should be 
invited to the next meeting of the Working Party, together with Mr Bill Affleck and Mr 
Colin Gerard, both of whom had helped produce the original Plan. 
 
The Mayor agreed to be lead councillor for the project and Cllr Reed indicated that she 
would attend meetings of the Working Party when time permitted.  Cllr Reed 
recommended that Elin Tattersall GRCC should be contacted for advice. 
 
2013/270  NORTON WOOD 
The Clerk reported that she had been contacted by a resident of Burford’s Ground 
expressing concern about a number of trees on the Norton Wood boundary which he 
believed to be a potential hazard to his and neighbouring properties.  Though NTC’s 
contractors had recently carried out work to trees in that location, the resident felt that 
more radical action should be taken.  It was agreed that the resident’s concerns would 
be forwarded to Charlton Abbotts Forestry with a request that they carry out an 
inspection of the trees concerned. 
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The Mayor confirmed that squirrel control operations had not yet commenced but that 
the contractors had been instructed to pursue this at an appropriate time of year. 
 
2013/271  CHRISTMAS LIGHTS 2014 
It was agreed to seek a quotation for pruning the tree adjacent to the Town Information 
Centre in order to reduce it to a size which would be practical for installing Christmas 
lighting in due course.  
 
The Clerk had received a report from NTC’s electrician which recommended the renewal 
of the time clocks controlling the Christmas lights. It also appeared that the lights in the 
Mortimer Gardens tree were in a poor state owing to vandalism and the growth of the 
tree itself which had stretched and broken some of the wires.  Reduction of the size of 
the tree would spoil its shape. Cllr Carter suggested that floodlighting the tree might be 
effective and could render it more resistant to vandalism and reduce the level of 
maintenance necessary, as long as the lights were installed in the tree itself rather than 
on the ground.  Cllr Kay confirmed that Cllr S Robinson had agreed to act as lead cllr.  It 
was agreed that floodlighting of trees at the TIC, Mortimer Gardens and Market Street 
garden should be researched with an appropriate contractor. 
 
Councillors had received an email from Cllr S Robinson suggesting that competitive 
tenders be sought for Christmas lighting work in future. After discussion, it was agreed 
that 2 or 3 tenders be sought from appropriate contractors for the installation and 
removal of the Christmas motifs for 2014, plus the renewal of the time clocks where 
necessary. 
 
2013/272  FOREST GREEN GREEN ISSUES 
The Mayor reported that a householder in Nympsfield Road, Forest Green had carried 
out some excavation work and put down spoil, boarding and gravel to widen access to  
his property. The Clerk confirmed that it was her understanding that the land in question 
was common land and that NTC had been maintaining this land for the benefit of the 
community by regular grass cutting, although it appeared that the Council was not the 
registered owner of the land. The excavation work could potentially make it difficult to 
cut the area. 
 
In discussion, it was suggested that the area of common land should be left as rough 
ground in future and merely cut on an annual basis. However, some councillors felt that 
as the area was opposite Nailsworth Primary School it was desirable that it be kept neat 
with regular cutting. It was suggested that the school could be asked if it was willing to 
take on the maintenance of the area and possibly plant flowers there.  Another 
suggestion was that the residents of the properties adjacent to the green could be asked 
if they were interested in banding together to maintain the land. 
 
After further discussion it was agreed that the Clerk should write to the householder 
noting that alterations had been made to the access across the common land which 
might interfere with the grass cutting which in turn might require the access to be re-
instated to its previous state.   The Clerk agreed to research the issues of access and 
responsibility further with the Land Registry and Cllr Reed agreed to research the history 
of the land in Nailsworth Archives and to enquire if the primary school would be 
interested in principle in maintaining the area. 
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2013/273   WORLD WAR 1 COMMEMORATIVE EVENT 
The Clerk reported that a group of local residents led by Mr Mike Harvey was proposing 
to organise a range of events in the town during 2014 to commemorate the centenary 
of the outbreak of World War 1. Cllr Duckworth circulated a list of proposed events 
together with estimated costs.  The group wished to seek lottery funding for the events 
but was unable to apply in its own right as it was not formally constituted. Consequently 
Mr Harvey had asked if NTC would be prepared to act as the official body behind the 
application. The Clerk explained that NTC’s role would be to complete and despatch the 
lottery application form, to bank any money received and to make relevant payments to 
the group as appropriate. It was not intended that NTC should be involved with the 
organisation of the events, although the Mayor suggested that it would be helpful if one 
councillor were nominated to attend the group’s meetings and to act as liaison between 
the group and the Council.  Cllr Duckworth agreed to undertake this role. 
 
After a short discussion it was unanimously decided to support the request, and Cllr 
Duckworth agreed to liaise with Mr Harvey and the Clerk to complete and despatch the 
lottery application form. 
 
2013/274    CONSIDERATION OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED 
 a)  S.13/1564/HHOLD 5 Fairview Close Watledge 
      Loft conversion and rear timber clad dormer (revised plans) 
      No observations 
 b)  S.13/2572/HHOLD 2 Lower Newmarket Road 
      Proposed garage conversion 
      No observations 
 c)  S.13/2590/HHOLD  Stonecroft, Park Road 
      Erection of a self-contained ancillary dwelling and garage 
      No observations 
 d)   S.13/2587/HHOLD  Owls Lodge, Windsoredge Lane 
      Single storey side extensions 
      No observations 
 e)  S.13/2595 FUL and S.13/2596/LBC Days Mill, Fountain Street 
      Addition of a third floor, conversion of the top three floors into 6 flats and  
      erection of an external stairwell/liftshaft. 
      Comment 
      1.  We approve of the concept of the restoration of an old building and the provision 
           of more accommodation in the town centre. 
      2.  We would like the officers to consider whether the proposed development offers 
           adequate parking provision. 
      3.  We feel that the extra storey and the side access extension are unsympathetic  
           to this 18th century building. 
f)  S.13/2867/CPL  The Old Cottage, Shortwood Road 
    Rebuilding of dry stone boundary wall, building utility room, single storey side              
    extension and installation of solar panels. 
    No observation 
 g)  S.13/2721/LBC  Railway Hotel, Station Road 
      Reinstatement of staircase in original position 
      We are unable to make any comment on this application as the drawings do not  
      correspond with the application or design statement. 
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 h)  S.13/2727/DISCON  Beaudesert Park School, Pinfarthings 
      Discharge of conditions 12,13 and 16 from planning permission S.13/0696/FUL for 3   
      storey arts centre 
      No observations 
  i)   S.13/2749HHOLD  The Deverells, Chestnut Hill 
       Revised garage design to provide a pitched roof 
       Object 
       The proposed design is of inappropriate size and scale and will be detrimental to 
       surrounding properties. 
   j)  S.13/2747/TCA  Mortimer Gardens 
       Cut back branches of alder tree from street light by 1m 
       No observations 
   k)  S.13/2765/TCA  Milton Rill Cottage, Watledge Road 
        Fell and replace large unsafe ash tree 
        No observations 
   l)  S.13/2772/TPO Northfields, Old Bristol Road 
       Fell Lawson Cypress/Lelandii 
       No observations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
……………………………………………                                                ……………………………… 
Town Mayor                                                                           Date 
 
 


