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NAILSWORTH TOWN COUNCIL 
MINUTES of the MEETING of Nailsworth Town Council  

held at the Town Hall, Nailsworth 
on Tuesday 18 February 2014 

 

Present 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cllr  MP Robinson (Town Mayor) 
Cllr P Carter 
Cllr N Dart 
Cllr J L Duckworth 
Cllr A Elliott 
Cllr MJ Kelly 
Cllr S Robinson 
Cllr SE Thorpe 

Present for part of the 
meeting 

 District Cllr RTH Blackwell 
Mrs Aileen Bendall, Village Agent 

Apologies     Cllr NI Kay 
Cllr SM Reed 
District Cllr E Simms 

Non attendance  Cllr MM Rahman 

 
   2014/312 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
    There were no questions from the public. 
    
   2014/313  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
   There were no declarations of interest. 
  
   2014/314 PRESENTATION BY VILLAGE AGENT 
   The Mayor welcomed Mrs Aileen Bendall to the meeting.  Mrs Bendall explained that she was one of  
   30 Village and Community Agents in Gloucestershire, funded by the NHS and GCC and overseen by  
   GRCC, with her remit being Nailsworth, Minchinhampton and Tetbury.  Village and Community Agents 
   aimed to bridge the gap between the local community and statutory and voluntary organisations by 
   offering a ‘signposting’ service to vulnerable and/or isolated individuals in the community.  The service  
   was primarily aimed at the over 50s and could include such things as referrals, home visits, telephone    
   contact or drop-in consultation sessions. As part of her role, Mrs Bendall liaised with a wide range of  
   bodies such as the Nailsworth Health Partnership, the local GP Patient Participation Group, the CAB and  
   Age UK. She regularly participated in Multi- Agency meetings at the Arkell Centre and had been holding a  
   monthly drop in session at the Centre since it was first opened.  SDC now held its Arkell Centre surgeries 
   on the last Wednesday of every month and Mrs Bendall had re-arranged her sessions to coincide with  
   these in an effort to reach more potential clients.  She was continually striving to increase awareness  
   and use of the services she offered and had used Nailsworth News and the Farmers’ Market, plus posters  
   and the GRCC website to achieve this. She encouraged councillors to contact her with any queries or 
   suggestions of individuals who may benefit from her services, and distributed information leaflets on 
   the Village and Community Agents service. 
 
  Cllr Thorpe thanked Mrs Bendall on behalf of the Council for the valuable work she was doing in the  
  community and for her constructive input to the Arkell Centre Multi-Agency meetings. 
 
  2014/315  MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING 
  The minutes of the Council meeting held on 4 February 2014 were approved and signed. 
 
  2014/316  FGRFC planning application (minute 2014/299) 
  Councillors were disappointed to learn that no response had been received from FGRFC to NTC’s  
  request for a meeting regarding the Club’s application for removal of part of its S106 obligation.  Cllr  
  Carter reported that he understood the Club was planning to meet with Phil Skill SDC for an informal  
  discussion and would probably appeal against SDC’s refusal of its application. It was agreed that the 
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  Mayor would write to Phil Skill, enclosing a copy of NTC’s letter to FGRFC, expressing the Council’s  
  disappointment at the lack of response and indicating that it was minded to press SDC for enforcement  
  action to prevent use of the S106 land for car parking. District Cllr Blackwell agreed to ascertain the date  
  of the club’s meeting with Phil Skill and inform the Clerk. 
 
  2014/317  Miles Marling Field (minute 2014/304) 
  Cllr Thorpe reported that she had been informed by the Neighbourhood Warden that currently there 
  was little in the way of outdoor gym equipment at Stratford Park, Stroud.  She had visited an installation 
  at Crudwell with members of Nailsworth Youth Club and she understood that Kings Stanley also had  
  some equipment.  She would continue to research this matter.  Cllr Kelly reported that he understood  
  that Nailsworth Health Partnership wished to be involved with discussions on suitable equipment for the 
  Miles Marling field as it was interested in the possibility of facilities appropriate for older and disabled   
  residents. 
 
 2014/318  Review of budget/precept calculation (minute 2014/305) 
 Cllr Carter reported that he had been unable to locate any SDC documents referring to grant allocation 
 for 2017/18.  Cllr S Robinson offered to meet with Cllr Carter to show him the document he had 
 received from the leader of SDC. 
  
 2014/319  Town Hall maintenance (minute 2014/306) 
 The Mayor reported that currently there appeared to be no  problem with condensation in the ground  
 floor ladies’ toilets.  The situation would be monitored.  The kitchen door was now opening properly.  The  
 builder had inspected the kitchen roof and had reported that the damp problem was due to a problem 
 with the pointing in the parapet.  The Clerk would obtain a quote for the work. The Clerk was still pressing  
 Ruskin Mill to repair the hole in the main hall wall and she had shown the hole again to a member of       
 Ruskin Mill staff earlier that day. 
 
 2014/320  KGV playing field  (minute 2014/309) 
 Cllr Carter opined that the section of green safety fencing at the childrens’ play area looked  
 particularly incongruous as it was totally different from the rest of the fencing. Whilst recognising the 
 need for the safety fencing, councillors were unhappy with its impact on the overall appearance of the  
 play area fencing and felt that the metal fencing should be used all round the play area with the green 
 safety fencing running inside it. 
  
 Cllr Thorpe undertook to email the contractors to express this concern and to inform them that Cllrs S  
 Robinson and Duckworth would be seeking to meet with them to discuss the possibility of a more      
 aesthetically pleasing scheme. Cllr S Robinson reported that the metal fence posts had been checked and  
 all appeared to be stable. 
 
 2014/321   Town gardening (minute 2014/310) 
 The Mayor reported that Ms Cath Neilson of Nailsworth Society Gardening Group had suggested some 
 ideas for new planting in the Mortimer Garden and had advised a professional make-over.  He agreed to 
 investigate potential costs and to check whether the Stroud Valleys Project would be interested in this 
 work and able to carry it out. The Mayor would also investigate the possibility of creating a sensory  
 area of the garden. 
 
 Cllr Thorpe understood that the SVP had free native species saplings available and she wondered if any 
 of these could be utilised in the Mortimer Garden.  She felt that fruit trees could be considered although 
 the Clerk warned that falling fruit would need to be cleared as it would look unsightly  
 when rotting and could render the paths slippery. 
 
 Cllr S Robinson reported that the Mortimer Garden steps were slippery as a result of recent bad weather 
 and the Clerk agreed to ask the Town Groundsman to sweep them. 
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 2014/322  REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
 District Cllr Blackwell reported that he strongly supported NTC’s views on  FGRFC’s planning  
 application to remove part of its S106 obligation. 
 
 District Cllr Carter reported that the Boundary Commission was due to review SDC’s electoral 
 areas, requiring SDC councillors to take a view on thirds versus all-out elections and on the optimum 
 number of members (currently 51).  Ward sizes were to be adjusted to ensure that each cllr  
 would in future represent an equal number of electors, which could mean that some ward boundaries 
 could change. The Clerk had received details of how town and parish councils could contribute their  
 views on these matters, which she would forward to all councillors. Members felt that they might wish to   
 comment on future SDC council size and possible boundary changes, and it was agreed that this  
 matter would be placed on the agenda of the next Council meeting. 
 
 Cllr Carter reported that owing to a change in the law, all SDC budget decisions would require a  
 recorded vote as from late February 2014. He was uncertain if this requirement also applied to town 
 and parish councils and he agreed to check with the SDC Monitoring Officer. 
 
 Councillors were concerned that they had not received information about procedures for bidding for 
 County Cllr Binns’ allocation of funds for highway improvement and health and well-being projects in 
 the parish.  The Clerk agreed to contact Cllr Binns to ask her for details of procedures and timescales. 
 It was agreed that possible highway improvement projects would be placed on the agenda of the next  
 Council meeting on 4 March. 
 
 2014/323  REPORT FROM TOWN MAYOR 
 The Mayor reported on his attendance at a recent meeting of the Gloucestershire Market Towns Forum. 
 He felt this was a very useful organisation. 
 
 The Mayor was pleased to note that the local drainage system appeared to have coped effectively with 
 the large volume of rainfall in recent weeks. As far as he was aware, no serious flooding problems had 
 been experienced in the parish. 
 
 In response to a question, the Mayor confirmed that the new Council structure was due to be reviewed 
 at the Council meeting on 18 March and he advised that this could best be done via a proposition from 
 a councillor to be placed on the agenda for that meeting. There could of course be more than one  
 proposition. 
 
 The Mayor reported that the Annual Town Meeting would take place on 14 April and Cllrs S Robinson,  
 Carter and Kay were asked to submit reports on their respective areas of responsibility to the Clerk 
 for inclusion in the overall report which would be available to the public at that meeting. 
 
2014/324  REPORT FROM DEPUTY MAYOR 

   Cllr Duckworth reported that the application for grant aid for local WW1 commemoration events  
from the Awards for All lottery fund had been unsuccessful.  Cllr Duckworth obtained approval to 
submit a further application for funding to the Heritage Lottery Fund. 
  
2014/325   REPORT FROM TOWN CLERK 
The Clerk had circulated councillors with an invitation from Gloucestershire Market Towns Forum to  
attend an Enterprising Towns Workshop on 27 March.  Cllrs Duckworth, Elliott and Kelly had indicated 
that they wished to attend. This was confirmed, at a total cost of £60, and the councillors 
attending agreed to present key points from the workshop to the Council at a future meeting. 
 
The Clerk had received a request from Horsfall House, Minchinhampton, to use the banner posts to 
advertise its sponsored walk.  Councillors agreed that regretfully this event did not fit the Council’s criteria  
and the Clerk was instructed to inform the applicant accordingly. 
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2014/326  REPORT FROM MEMBERS OF OUTSIDE BODIES 
Cllr Carter reported on a recent meeting of the National Trust Minchinhampton and Rodborough  
Advisory Committee where the problem of damage to the Common caused by cars parking near 
Beaudesert School had been discussed. The Trust proposed to fence off the affected area, probably 
in the summer. 
 
Cllr Duckworth reported that the Nailsworth Chamber of Trade and Commerce was considering moving 
this year’s Nailsworth Noel event from its usual Friday evening slot to Sunday, as this was likely to be less 
disruptive to traffic.  The event would start in the early afternoon and run until dark, and there would be 
street entertainment, a market and a parade, but no large fairground rides. The proposed date 
was Sunday 30 November. 
 
Cllr S Robinson reported that he was investigating whether an ice rink/roller skating rink could be installed 
in the Mortimer Gardens as part of the Nailsworth Noel.  He understood that the company providing the 
facility would staff and insure the rink, which would be in situ for two days.  Councillors had no objection in 
principle to this initiative. 
 
2014/327  RISK ASSESSMENTS 
There was nothing to report at this time. 
 
2014/328  GRANT APPLICATIONS 
It was agreed that grant applications would be dealt with at the Council meeting on 18 March to allow  
the Clerk to check the current position with regard to the CAB grant for use of the Arkell Centre. 
 
2014/329  PROPOSAL FROM CLLR DUCKWORTH 
After a brief discussion, the following was agreed. 
 
If an agenda item is to be taken by one councillor that this is shown by means of the 
councillor’s name (or maximum 2 names) at the end of the agenda item. Where possible, 
agenda items will carry a descriptive sentence so that members of the public and councillors 
are better informed about what is to be discussed, e.g. ‘15.  Receive update on development 
of a Nailsworth Community Land Trust.  Cllr Duckworth.’ 
 
The Clerk advised that councillors wishing to take particular agenda items should inform 
her of this prior to the Thursday before the relevant Council meeting, when agendas were published 
and circulated. 
 
2014/330  ACCOUNTS 

RESOLVED   that the list of accounts for 18 February 2014 totalling £22,105.32 be approved for  
                    payment. 

 
The Clerk reminded councillors that during discussion of risk assessment procedures at a previous 
meeting it had been agreed that a councillor would make regular inspections of the accounts.  She could 
not remember which councillor had agreed to take this on and was mindful that the end of the financial 
year was approaching. The Mayor agreed to inspect the 2013/14 accounts. 
 
2014/331  SDC – request from Nailsworth Festival for road closures on 17/05/14 
A request for road closure orders for Nailsworth Bus Station and Market Street to accommodate Festival 
events was noted. Councillors had no objections to the request. 
 
2014/332  Ms S Francis – request for traffic calming on Shortwood Road 
The Mayor had received a letter from Ms Francis, a Shortwood resident, expressing concern about 
speeding traffic on Shortwood Road and in the Homefield area and suggesting that some form of traffic 
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calming be introduced. Councillors felt that there was a general problem with vehicles travelling too 

fast on minor roads throughout the town and Cllr S Robinson suggested that NTC should investigate the 
possibility of the establishment of a 20 mph speed limit on all side-roads in the parish.  The Clerk was 
asked to respond to Ms Francis accordingly and Cllr S Robinson agreed to invite Mr Garry Handley, GCC 
Road Safety Officer, to attend a future Council meeting to discuss the matter.  
 
2014/333  Neil Carmichael MP – various matters including offer to attend a future NTC  
                   meeting 
It was agreed that the MP should be invited to attend a future General Council meeting and the Clerk 
was asked to inform him of the dates and times of upcoming meetings. 
 
2014/334  CONSIDERATION OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
Cllr Carter pointed out that S.14/0234/TCA  9 Brookside Cottages had already been dealt with at 
the Council meeting on 4 February. 
a)  S.14/0240/HHOLD  1 Strathmore Cottages, Shortwood Road 
    Convert and enlarge the existing single storey side extension into a habitable room of the property  
    with roof terrace above 
    No observations. 
b)  S.14/0253/TCA  Beaconsfield Cottage, Watledge Road 
     Cut sycamore trees back to boundary wall   
     No observations. 
 c)  S.14/0230/TCA  Flat 10 Coopers Mill, Dunkirk Mills, Inchrook 
     Trimming of 2 limbs from overhanging ash tree from 9 Brookside Cottages 
      No observations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  ………………………………………………..                                              …………………………………… 
  Town Mayor                                                                              Date 
 
 
 


