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NAILSWORTH TOWN COUNCIL 
MINUTES of the MEETING of Nailsworth Town Council  

held at the Town Hall, Nailsworth 
on Tuesday 21 October 2014 

 

Present 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cllr  MP Robinson (Town Mayor) 
Cllr J L Duckworth 
Cllr A Elliott 
Cllr NI Kay 
Cllr MJ Kelly 
Cllr SM Reed 
Cllr MM Rahman 
Cllr S Robinson 

Present for part of the meeting  District Cllr E Sims 
County Cllr DLM Binns 
11 members of the public 

Apologies     Cllr P Carter 
Cllr N Dart 
Cllr SE Thorpe 

 
2014/148  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Cllr M Robinson announced that he would declare an interest in any matters arising from 
Minute 2014/146 - Street Naming and Numbering, Development at the Vicarage, Avening 
Road. 
Cllr S Robinson explained that, as a member of SDC Development Control Committee, he 
would refrain from participating in any discussion or vote relating to the application by 
Newland Homes to develop land north of Pike Lane, Shortwood.  
 
Cllr Kay stated that as he had already publicly opposed the Pike Lane planning application he 
would not participate in any discussion or vote on the application when it came before the 
Council for formal comment in due course. 
 
2014/149   CONSIDERATION OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED 

a S.14/1983/HHOLD  Holcombe House, Minchinhampton 
Installation of solar panels and air source heat pumps 
OBJECT 
1.  The plans are poorly presented and inaccurate. Site shown outside red 
     boundary 
2.  We wonder if all the neighbours have been accurately informed 
3.  There appear to be no details of the location and design of the air source  
     heat pump 
4.  The proposed development appears to be within the curtilage of the listed  
     building 

b 14/1418/HHOLD  29 Bunting Way, Forest Green 
Demolition of existing garage and erection of a new larger garage 
No observations 

c S.14/2137/FUL  Land to rear of Grassland, Hollies Hill 
Erection of a new dwelling 
No observations 

d S.14/2247/FUL  The Crest, Nympsfield Road 
Proposed 2 storey 3 bedroomed detached house 
Standing orders were suspended to allow Mr Jim Eddyshaw, resident of 
neighbouring property Hillview, to address the meeting.  Whilst not opposed to 
the application in principle, Mr Eddyshaw expressed concern about the proposed 
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position of the development in relation to his property, which was incorrectly 
shown on the plans. 
Standing orders were resumed and the following comment was agreed: 
COMMENT 
We note that the position of Hillview is shown incorrectly on the plan.   
We feel it is important to ensure that the resident of  
Hillview continues to have access to his boundary fence for maintenance 
purposes and that sufficient room is available for any scaffolding to be erected 
on the applicant's property. There is no off street parking for the retained house 
‘The Crest’. 

e S.14/2182/VAR  Laburnums, Ragnall Lane 
Variation of condition 7 from planning permission S.10/2277/FUL 
Standing orders were suspended to allow two residents of a neighbouring 
property to address the meeting.  The residents outlined their concern about 
the impact of the proposed variation on their privacy. 
Standing orders were resumed and the following comment was agreed: 
OBJECT 
We request that the condition is not lifted. 

 
2014/150  UPDATE ON SAVE NAILSWORTH VALLEY CAMPAIGN 
Cllr Kay requested that sections (b), (c) and (d) of his motion relating to the Newland Homes 
application to develop land north of Pike Lane be deferred to a subsequent meeting as the 
planning application had yet to be validated.  This was agreed. 
 
In discussion, councillors expressed disappointment that Newland Homes had failed to 
respond positively to NTC’s requests to meet with the company to discuss the application prior 
to submitting it to SDC.  Cllr S Robinson reported that he understood that a senior SDC 
planning officer had contacted Newland Homes urging them to contact NTC in advance of 
submitting an application.  After further discussion, the following proposal was agreed with 
unanimous support: 
 
‘Despite two requests for formal consultation meetings Newland Homes have failed 
 to respond.  Council is asked to write to Stroud District Council to request that their 
 application is deferred until this consultation has been completed satisfactorily.’ 
  
2014/151  PUBLIC QUESTIONS 
Mr Mike Harvey addressed the meeting requesting the Council to provide a petanque court on 
the KGV field.  He had produced a basic design which had previously been circulated to all 
councillors and contractors currently working on the nearby Vicarage development had 
supplied him with an estimate of £1,400 including VAT for the work, on condition that work 
could take place in the next three weeks whilst they were working on site. If this were not 
possible the cost would be double that amount.  The Mayor informed Mr Harvey that his 
request would be considered by councillors later in the meeting. 
 
Mrs Sally Millett of Forest Green Residents’ Association (FGRA) addressed the meeting to 
inform councillors of an inaccuracy in the minutes of the Recreation and Amenities Committee 
of 7 August. The minutes implied that FGRA had been formed in 2002 out of a community 
consultation exercise carried out by the Nailsworth Action Group when in fact the organisation 

was established in 2004 with support from SDC.  Cllr Reed thanked Mrs Millett for the 
clarification. 
 
2014/152  MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETINGS 
The minutes of the meetings held on 16 September and 7 October 2014 were approved and 
signed, subject to the following additions and amendments to minute 2014/128: 
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• ‘Cllr Elliott added that she agreed with FGRA’s views on this matter and stated that 
she felt that a further consultation exercise should be carried out prior to the signing 
of any lease relating to the MUGA as she believed the consultation exercise 
held in July was not statistically valid.’  

• The removal of the phrase ‘which was comprehensive’ at the end of the first 
paragraph and the insertion of the word ‘comprehensive’ earlier in the same 
sentence, to read ‘Cllr S Robinson read out a comprehensive list of streets in Forest 
Green and the Tynings to which questionnaires had been allocated for distribution by 
volunteers, including a member of FGRA.’ 

A spelling error in the last line of minute 2014/129 was corrected to ‘Quirky’s’ instead of 
‘Query’s’. 
 
2014/153  Liaison with Save Nailsworth Valley group (minute 2014/112)  
Cllr Kay suggested that it would be more appropriate for himself and Cllr Carter to be 
designated as ‘link people’ rather than ‘representatives’ on the Save Nailsworth Valley steering 
group and this was agreed. 
 
2014/154  Supermarket applications  (minute 2014/114) 
Cllr S Robinson reported that SDC had deferred consideration of the current supermarket 
applications until March 2015. 
 
2014/155  Town Plan update (minute 2014/117) 
The Mayor reported that the draft Town Plan document was in the process of being prepared 
as a finished document. It was agreed that the Town Plan Working Party would be disbanded 
once this document was available and Council would then decide how to progress the various 
recommendations. 
 
2014/156  Report from Town Mayor (minute 2014/119) 
The Mayor announced that the postponed meeting of the Arkell Community Centre 
Management Committee would be held on Tuesday 28 October, 7pm at the Centre, to be 
followed at 7.30 pm by the AGM.  He reminded councillors of the importance of sending 
apologies in advance if they were unable to attend the Management Committee meeting. 
 
2014/157  Budget setting meetings  (minute 2014/124) 
It was agreed to change the date of the first meeting to set the budget for 2015/16 from 
Monday 27 October to Monday 3 November.   
 
2014/158  Report of Environment Committee (minute 2014/127) 
Cllr S Robinson reported that SDC had decided not to provide or service any additional dog 
waste bins but would collect dog waste from general waste bins. He understood that SDC was 
reluctant to authorise any further general waste bins.  
 
The Clerk confirmed that she had discussed the installation of uplighting to trees in Market 
Street Garden and adjacent to the TIC with SP Electrical and had asked them to instal a light 
in the garage. 
 
2014/159  Accounts  (minute 2014/129) 
In response to a question, the Clerk confirmed that she had asked the contractor to remove 
the weeds alongside the path behind the Mortimer Room and remedy the damage to the 
tarmac as soon as practicable. 
 
2014/160  Street naming – development at the Vicarage  (minute  2014/146) 
The Mayor declared an interest in this item and took no part in the discussion or vote. 
The Clerk read out an email received from SDC informing the Council of the developers’ 
response to NTC’s request that the road serving the Vicarage development be named ‘Dr Rees 
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Drive’.  The developers expressed a strong preference for their proposed name, ‘Vicarage 
Gardens’, as they felt it was more historically appropriate for the location, particularly as the 
new vicarage would be situated there. They considered that ‘drive’ was more appropriate for 
a through road than for one serving a residential development and that ‘Gardens’ was 
therefore more suitable.  
 
In discussion, councillors agreed that it was important that the road was not perceived as a 
through road. There was, however, some disagreement as to whether ‘Drive’ implied a 
through road. Cllr S Robinson felt that older residents who had lived in Nailsworth all their 
lives were likely to have particularly strong memories of the two doctors by the name of Rees  
who had lived close to the vicarage for many years. Cllr Kay suggested that the name ‘Dr 
Rees Drive’ therefore had historical significance and proposed, seconded by Cllr S Robinson 
and to majority agreement, that the Council re-state its previous view that the road should be 
known as ‘Dr Rees Drive’. 
 
2014/161  Street naming – Woodchester Valley Village (minute 2014/147) 
The Mayor reported that having liaised with the management of Woodchester Valley Village 
he could confirm that their proposed name for approach road to the village was ‘Valley Lane’ 
and not ‘Valley Road’ as originally stated. 
 
The Clerk read out a letter from the resident of an adjacent property objecting to the name 
‘Valley Road’ and expressing a preference for ‘Inchbrook Lane’. The Clerk confirmed that SDC 
refused to accept ‘Inchbrook Lane’ as it considered this would cause confusion with existing 
‘Inchbrook Hill’. 
 
After discussion, Cllr Duckworth, seconded by Cllr Rahman proposed that the Council approve 
the name ‘Valley Lane’ and this was agreed, with 8 votes in support and one abstention. 
 
The Clerk confirmed that SDC’s fee for the road naming would be met by Woodchester Valley 
Village. 
 
2014/162  REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT CLLRS 
County Cllr Binns reported that GCC had recently held a series of ‘pop-up’ roadshows aimed at 
publicising the range of support services available to older people. She had recently attended 
a seminar on the implications of the Care Act 2014.  In response to a question, Cllr Binns 
explained that GCC aimed to fund a ‘wrap-around, integrated care package’ designed to 
support older people in their own homes on leaving hospital rather than being obliged to go 
into residential care.   
 
Cllr Binns reported that GCC’s second round of ‘Meeting the Challenge’ consultations was in 
progress, with the results feeding into the budget setting process in December. GCC was 
required to identify £75m savings for 2015/16. In response to a question from Cllr Kay, she 
advised that it would not be possible to identify specific items recommended for spending cuts 
until the consultation had been completed.  Cllr S Robinson expressed his hope that GCC 
would make strenuous efforts to minimise the impact of any spending cuts on Children’s 
Centres and Cllr Binns acknowledged the importance of the work of these organisations. 
 
District Cllr Sims updated the Council on SDC’s consultation on its draft Housing Strategy and 
encouraged councillors to study it and complete the survey. Some major retrofit and repair 
work had been scheduled for the sheltered housing units in Ringfield Close and the Long 
Ground and she would report further on this in due course.  Cllr Sims reported that she had 
been in touch with Mr Rupert Cox of Stagecoach to request a site meeting at Nortonwood to 
discuss the effects on residents of the new bus timetable between Gloucester/Cheltenham 
and Forest Green. 
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2014/163  REPORT FROM TOWN MAYOR 
The Mayor reported that he had used his regular Nailsworth News column to encourage local 
people to contact him with issues relating to housing needs and would report any responses 
to the Council.  He reminded members that the Housing Needs Survey had identified a 
requirement for 52 units of social housing in the parish. 
 
The Mayor reported that initial work had been done on revising and updating the Council’s 
Standing Orders.  Work would continue with a view to presenting recommendations to Council 
as soon as practicable. 
 
2014/164  REPORT FROM DEPUTY MAYOR 
Cllr Duckworth reported that he had circulated to all councillors a letter to GCC Highways 
signed by County Cllr Tony Hicks and neighbouring parish councils summarising key concerns 
regarding traffic and safety issues relating to an application for an anaerobic biodigester at 
The Old Dairy, Chavenage. He hoped that NTC would consider adding its name retrospectively 
to the signatories. It was agreed to refer the matter to the Council Planning meeting on 4 
November. 
 
Cllr Duckworth reported that SDC’s Housing Committee would be considering 4 alternative 
options for the garage site between Lawnside and Dark Lane at its meeting on Tuesday 28 
October.  One option was to transfer the land to Nailsworth Community Land Trust (CLT) to 
enable the building of 4 x2 bedroom and 4x 1 bedroom affordable properties through the 
CLT’s partnership with Aster Homes. The Chair of Nailsworth CLT would be making a 
statement to the Committee.  The CLT Steering Group now sought to set itself up as a 
formally constituted organisation and grant funding was available for this purpose from the 
Social Investment Business (SIB) Group. The application deadline was the end of October and 
Cllr Duckworth proposed to unanimous agreement that NTC apply for a £10,000 grant from 
the SIB Group which the Council would hold on behalf of Nailsworth CLT to be used by that 
organisation solely for set-up costs.  Mr Ian Crawley would liaise with the Clerk to provide 
NTC financial information to complete the application form. 
 
Cllr Duckworth reported that he had recently attended a launch event for the ‘Cotswold 
Choice’ brand for local produce which identified it as ‘landscape-friendly’.  This initiative was 
being piloted in the Stroud district. 
 
2014/165  REPORT FROM TOWN CLERK 
The Clerk reported that a dead oak tree on the boundary of Norton Wood had shed branches 
into the garden of an adjacent property in recent high winds, causing some distress to the 
householder.  The oak had identified for removal in Mr Will Wilkinson’s recent report and it 
was agreed that Charlton Abbotts Forestry be asked to remove the dead tree without 
quotation on safety grounds. 
 
2014/166  REPORTS FROM MEMBERS OF OUTSIDE BODIES 
Cllr Elliott reported on the AGM of Stroud CAB.  A new manager had been appointed.  An 
average of 2-3 Nailsworth clients per week attended the Nailsworth surgeries at the Arkell 
Centre.  Cllr Elliott agreed to check whether the CAB’s leaflet advertising the Nailsworth 
surgeries was available in Minchinhampton library. 
 
Cllr S Robinson gave an update on the activities of the A46 Road Safety Group and the 
progress of the planned application for a 20 mph speed restriction throughout Nailsworth.  A 
public meeting on this issue would be arranged in due course.  Cllr S Robinson extended his 
thanks to Mr Mike Harvey for his assistance in installing ’20 is plenty’ advisory speed warning 
notices on local roads. 
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Cllr Duckworth reported on the activities of the Nailsworth Chamber of Trade.  Unfortunately 
this year’s ‘Nailsworth Noel’ event had been cancelled owing to lack of time to organise it.  It 
was hoped that the event could be revived next year if sufficient volunteers came forward to 
run it. In the meantime, there would be a Christmas themed Farmer’s Market together with a 
shop window competition and treasure hunt.  Some local traders were keen to resurrect the 
earlier practice of installing lit Christmas trees above their shops and work was being 
undertaken on this.  The Chamber had suggested that a big Christmas tree might be erected 
by the Clock Tower.  The Clerk advised that this had been considered in the past but rejected 
because of logistical problems with the electricity supply.  She agreed to discuss the matter 
with the proprietor of Nom Nom who was co-ordinating the Christmas trees project. 
 
2014/167  COUNCIL RISK ASSESSMENTS 
There was nothing to report. 
 
2014/168  RESPONSE TO CHANGES IN STAGECOACH SERVICES TO FOREST GREEN  
                    AREA 
Cllr S Robinson reported that he had attended the AGM of Forest Green Residents’ Association 
where serious concern had been expressed by older residents at Stagecoach’s decision that 
buses would no longer serve Nortonwood from 2 November but would instead turn round at 
the roundabout by Forest Green Rovers FC. He had written to Stagecoach asking for a 
meeting to discuss this matter but had yet to receive a response. 
 
In discussion, councillors deplored Stagecoach’s decision to make these changes without any 
consultation with the local community, and expressed strong concern regarding their impact 
on older and disabled residents in the Nortonwood area who might experience difficulty in 
accessing the bus stops in Nympsfield Road. Cllr Elliott reported that she had spoken to 
members of the Stagecoach management team and was disappointed that, despite indicating 
their intention to send a representative to the Council meeting, none had attended. It 
appeared that the decision to cut the Nortonwood service was made in the interests of saving 
time and councillors wondered if a compromise situation might be reached by reducing the 
number of stops in Nortonwood from four to two.  County Cllr Binns reported that GCC Urban 
Transport Officer had been liaising with Mr Rupert Cox of Stagecoach regarding the possibility 
of a shoppers’ bus 2-3 times per week serving Nortonwood and that a GCC funded 
supplementary service was also under consideration. Cllr Binns undertook to keep NTC 
informed of developments. 
 
After further discussion it was agreed that Cllr Elliott, together with District Cllr Sims, would 
seek to liaise further with Mr Ben Cole, Commercial Manager of Stagecoach regarding the 
withdrawal of the service to Nortonwood and the new arrangements regarding bus services 
between Nailsworth and Cheltenham. 
 
2014/169  REPORT OF RECREATION AND AMENITIES COMMITTEE 
The minutes of the meeting of the Recreation and Amenities Committee held on 7 October 
2014 were approved and signed, subject to the following amendment of the last two 
sentences under the minute entitled ‘Update on MUGA Project’ which would now read: 
‘Cllr Reed commented that the MUGA initiative had originally emerged as one of several 
proposed projects from a community consultation exercise carried out by Nailsworth Action 
Group in 2002. This had involved a variety of local groups and key individuals living 
in Forest Green.  Forest Green Residents’ Association was constituted in 2004. 
 
Cllr S Robinson explained that a suggested design for a petanque court on the KGV field 
produced by Mr Mike Harvey and circulated at the Recreation and Amenities Committee 
meeting had not been discussed at that time, as Cllr Carter had reported that he understood 
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that the Twinning Association was in the process of considering alternative locations in the 

Town Centre. Cllr S Robinson had later met with Cllr Thorpe on site and ascertained that 
there would be enough room to accommodate a court on the proposed KGV site alongside the 
new fitness equipment.  Cllr S Robinson felt that there was sufficient demand for such a 
facility in that location and that the price of £1,400 being quoted by contractors currently 
working on the vicarage site was very reasonable.  Since this price was subject to the work 
being carried out within the next three weeks he felt that a decision should be made as soon 
as possible. 
 
The Clerk advised that she had received an email from the Chair of the Twinning Association 
indicating that the Association was still pursuing a town centre site and was not supporting 
the idea of a petanque court in the KGV field at the present time.  The Association had 
received an enthusiastic letter from WSP solicitors supporting the suggestion that its Cossack 
Square car park might be used for playing petanque games. The Clerk reminded councillors 
that they had previously requested evidence of demand prior to making a decision on the 
building of a court on the KGV field.   The Mayor expressed the view that any decision should 
be based on established demand and was concerned that the Twinning Association did not 
appear to be supporting the KGV option. However, other councillors felt that there had been 
sufficient informal indication of demand and were concerned that a long consultation period 
would result in higher construction costs 
 
After further discussion, Cllr S Robinson proposed, seconded by Cllr Kay and to unanimous 
support, that NTC agree in principle to build a petanque court on the KGV field, subject to 
receipt of a acceptable written proposal, at a cost of £1,400 including VAT with funding being 
taken from Council reserves, and that the Mayor and  Cllrs S Robinson, Thorpe, Duckworth 
and Reed meet with the contractors on site to finalise details. 
 
The Mayor reported that he been contacted by an individual who was interested in leasing the 
KGV pavilion for fitness sessions and had shown him round the building.  It was agreed that 
the Mayor would request full written details of the applicant’s proposal following which the 
Mayor, Cllrs Thorpe and Duckworth together with the Clerk would meet with him and report 
back to the Recreation and Amenities Committee in due course. 
 
The Clerk advised that there would need to be provision for community access to the pavilion, 
as this was the basis of its tenure, and that any lease arrangement would have to meet the 
requirements of the National Playing Fields Association. 
 
The Mayor reported that he had written to thank Nailsworth Rotary for their excellent efforts 
in providing very attractive autumn planting in the town. 
 
The Clerk reported that tenders were currently being sought for the removal of the redundant 
BMX ramps in the Miles Marling field. 
 
RESOLVED  that the Clerk be asked to write to SDC requesting that it consider 
                   selling the lower half of the Miles Marling Field to NTC on the  
                   basis that NTC would wish to develop the field solely for  
                   community leisure purposes. 
 
2014/170  REPORTS FROM WORKING PARTIES 
Cllr Kelly reported that the Market Street Working Party had been unable to make further 
progress with  the development of proposals to make Market Street a pedestrian priority area 
as the relevant GCC Highways officer was on long term sick leave and it was unclear who 
would be covering his work.  Cllr Kelly had contacted Mr Jason Humm GCC on this matter but 
had yet to receive a response. He would continue with his efforts.  County Cllr Binns was also 
pursuing this matter on his behalf. 
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2014/171  ACCOUNTS   

RESOLVED that the list of accounts for 21 October 2014 amounting to    
                      £25,753.32 be approved for payment. 

 
2014/172  LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOUNDARY COMMISSION – RESPONSE 
                    TO ELECTORAL REVIEW 
The review, which had been previously circulated to all councillors, was noted. It was agreed 
that no comment be made at this time. 
 
2014/173  SDC DRAFT HOUSING STRATEGY 2014-2019 – CONSULTATION 
The draft strategy, which had been previously circulated to all councillors, was noted and it 
was agreed that councillors should respond as individuals if they so wished. 
 
2014/174  APPROVAL OF QUOTE FOR TREE SAFETY INSPECTION AT SHORTWOOD 
The Clerk had received a quotation of £150.00 from Tree Maintenance for a safety report on a 
group of sycamore trees on Council land opposite Rosedene, Shortwood Road.  This was 
approved. 
 
2014/175  SDC – funding available to 25 businesses for bespoke energy survey 
Cllr Duckworth agreed to pass on details of the funding initiative to the Chamber of Trade. 
 
2014/176  Neil Carmichael MP - notification of 3rd annual Stroud Festival of              
                   Manufacturing and Engineering 24-29 November 
Leaflets on the event were available in the Clerk’s office. 
 
2014/177  Neil Carmichael MP - encouragement to undertake Neighbourhood              
                    Plans 
The correspondence was noted.  Cllr S Robinson stated that it was his understanding that 
central government funding for Neighbourhood Plans had run out. 
 
2014/178  Neil Carmichael MP - invitation to express concern about public  
                    services 
The invitation was noted. 
 
2014/179  Royal British Legion - arrangements for Remembrance Day Parade and  
                   Service on 9 November   
The Mayor confirmed that he would take the salute.  5 councillors indicated that they planned 
to attend the event.     
 
2014/180  GRCC – 2014 Stroud Affordable Housing Newsletter   
The newsletter was available for inspection in the Clerk’s office.         
                 
2014/181   Carers Gloucestershire – AGM 18 November 2014, 10 am at 
                    the Guildhall, Gloucester 
The date of the AGM was noted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
…………………………………………..                                       ……………………………………….. 
Town Mayor                                                                 Date 


