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NAILSWORTH TOWN COUNCIL 

MINUTES of the MEETING of Nailsworth Town Council  
held at the Town Hall, Nailsworth 

on Tuesday 21 April 2015 
 

Present 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
* 
 
* 

Cllr  MP Robinson (Town Mayor) 
Cllr N Dart 
Cllr J L Duckworth 
Cllr NI Kay 
Cllr MJ Kelly 
Cllr MM Rahman 
Cllr SM Reed 
Cllr S Robinson 
Cllr SE Thorpe 

Apologies  Cllr A Elliott 

Present for part of the meeting  Mr Chris Davies 

* denotes absence from part of the  
   meeting 

  

 

2015/342  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Cllr Dart declared an interest in planning application S.15/0833/HHOLD and took no part 
in the discussion of this item. 
 
2015/343  CONSIDERATION OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED 

a S.15/0724/FUL  Land adjacent to 87 Nortonwood 
New dwelling attached to 87 Nortonwood 
OBJECT 
1. We feel this proposal constitutes over-development of the site. 
2. The development would make an already difficult parking situation worse. 

b S.15/0736/HHOLD  Coopers Rest (formerly Borene), Burfords Ground, Windsoredge 
Erection of workshop/garage 
No observations but we would advise that plans for the proposed garage should be 
requested from the applicants. 

c S.15/0817/HHOLD  Virginia Cottage, Ragnall Lane 
Two storey extension to the side and rear of the property and an independent double 
garage 
No observations 

d S.15/0833/HHOLD  Greystones, Rockness Hill 
Demolish 2 garages and replace with an oak framed garage/garden room 
No observations 

 
2015/344  PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
Mr Chris Davies introduced himself as a resident of Newmarket and stated that he was 
speaking on behalf of himself and a group of fellow residents who were concerned about 
excavation work carried out last February on a stretch of land near High Barn in Lower 
Newmarket Road. The excavations had lowered the level of the land some 1.5 metres and 
removed an area of scrubland.  Mr Davies recalled that an application for 9 dwellings on this 
site had been refused in 2008 and felt that the recent activity implied that this area, which he 
felt had important wildlife value, remained vulnerable to development. No new planning 
application had been submitted but Mr Davies indicated that the residents wished to take a 
pro-active approach, as they felt there had been sufficient development in the Newmarket 
Valley in recent years and that it was important to protect the valley from further 
development. 
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Acknowledging Mr Davies’ concerns, Cllr Kay opined that the recent development proposals at 
Pike Lane, if passed on appeal, would set a highly unfortunate precedent for development 
elsewhere in the Newmarket Valley.  He felt that NTC should consider possible strategies for 
the long-term protection of the area such as the development of a Neighbourhood Plan, 
which the Council had been considering.  Cllr Duckworth added that public participation would 
be a vital aspect of the development of such a plan. 
 
2015/345  MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETINGS 
The minutes of the meetings held on 17 March 2015 and 7 April 2015 and the Special 
Council meeting held on 7 April 2015 were approved and signed, subject to the deletion of 
Cllr Thorpe’s name from the first sentence of minute 2015/327, which would now read ‘The 
Mayor reported that, together with the Clerk and Cllr S Robinson, he had met with two 
representatives of the Scouts….’  
 
2015/346  Changes to bus services in Nailsworth (minute 2015/312) 
Cllr Thorpe explained that councillors present at the public meeting organised by NTC 
regarding bus services had indicated that NTC would produce a leaflet to inform residents of 
the Nortonwood area of the revised Stagecoach timetables due to commence on 10 May, and 
to urge residents to park considerately to allow buses clear access, so reducing the likelihood 
of delays to the service. The Mayor reported that he had received an email from Cllr Elliott 
containing details of the new timetables and suggested wording for the leaflet, including 
reference to parking issues and encouraging residents to use the Nortonwood loop service. 
 
It was agreed to produce 300 A5 flyers with NTC masthead, using Cllr Elliott’s wording, for 
distribution to properties in the Nortonwood area, ideally in the week preceding 10 May.  The 
flyers would be retained in the Clerk’s office and councillors were invited to volunteer to liaise 
to distribute them to specified areas. 
 
2015/347 Part time gardener post (minute 2015/315) 
It was agreed that the Mayor and Cllr Reed, together with the Clerk, would interview the 
applicant and the Clerk was asked to invite the applicant for interview on 30 April at 2pm. 
 
2015/348  Market Street Working Party (minute 2015/318) 
Cllr Kelly reported that the Working Party had held two meetings where they had discussed 
various issues and options. Cllr Kelly had been informed by County Cllr Binns that there was a 
new Highways contact in post and he hoped that the Working Party would be able to meet 
with this officer in the near future.  In response to a question from Cllr Thorpe, Cllr Kelly 
confirmed that the Working Party was not yet in a position to produce a draft document 
outlining possible proposals for making Market Street a pedestrian priority area.  However, he 
hoped to bring proposals to Council in due course. 
 
2015/349  Proposed changes to policing in Nailsworth (minute 2015/323) 
It appeared that no further information was currently available regarding possible  proposed 
changes to policing in Nailsworth. After discussion, it was agreed that  representatives of the 
appropriate police authority be invited to a future Council meeting to discuss local policing.  
Councillors recalled that, some time ago, representatives of the local police had periodically 
attended NTC meetings to report on issues.  It was suggested that it would be beneficial for 
this practice to be resumed. 
 
2015/350  REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT CLLRS 
No County or District cllrs were present. 
 
2015/351  REPORT FROM TOWN MAYOR 
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The Mayor reported that the Annual Town Meeting had been an enjoyable occasion in 
which a wide range of organisations had reported on their activities, demonstrating that there 
were plenty of activities taking place in the town. He was looking forward to the Mayor’s 
Reception on 27 April and hoped that all councillors would be able to attend. 
 
The Mayor reported that, following receipt of an email communication drawing attention to 
recent work carried out on a track between Lower Lutheridge Farm and Tinkley Farm, he had 
visited the site. It appeared that brash stone had been laid on the track, possibly to facilitate 
timber operations.  Cllr Reed, who had also visited the site, felt that the operation looked 
temporary and that the route was probably being used by vehicles as a back access to Lower 
Lutheredge Farm. It was noted that the area fell outside Nailsworth parish.  The Mayor 
undertook to acknowledge the email and respond to it accordingly. 
 
2015/352  REPORT FROM DEPUTY MAYOR 
Cllr Duckworth reported that Aster Homes had recently made a presentation to the CLT 
Steering Group on the financial model for the proposed development at Lawnside.  The key 
message was that the project was financially tight as the proposed build costs were high.  

However if the build costs were to be reduced, the Homes and Communities Agency 
(HCA) grant would be reduced accordingly.  Cllr Duckworth indicated that he would continue 
to update the Council on the development of the project. 
 
2015/353  REPORT FROM TOWN CLERK 
The Clerk reported that the Council photograph was now available and councillors could 
obtain copies on request.  Cllr Duckworth had undertaken to place the photograph on the 
NTC website. 
 
The Clerk reported that she had received an email from a young man, from Stonehouse, 
Kyron Young, who was planning to undertake a long distance fund-raising walk for the Gorilla 
Association charity and wished to publicise this in the space in front of the Mortimer Room on 
Saturday 2 May. Councillors agreed to the request. 
 
2015/354  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES 
Cllr Duckworth was pleased to report that Cllr S Robinson had made use of  data from 
research carried out by Nailsworth Chamber of Trade when speaking against an application 
for an ASDA store at Lightpill at a recent SDC Development Control Sub-committee meeting.  
The application had been refused. 
 
Cllr Thorpe expressed regret at the recent closure of the Nailsworth branch of Bramley’s 
greengrocers and voiced concern at its impact on the availability of fresh fruit and vegetables 
in the town. 
 
*Cllr S Robinson joined the meeting at this point. 
 
2015/355  COUNCIL RISK ASSESSMENTS 
There was nothing to report. 
 
2015/356  REPORT OF CIVIC CENTRE COMMITTEE 
The minutes of the meeting of the Civic Centre Committee held on 24 March 2015 were 
approved and signed and the following recommendations were accepted: 

• Arrange exploratory visits to local civic facilities 
• Arrange meeting with GCC Library management 
• Ask solicitors to investigate NTC title to TIC 
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The Mayor gave notice of his intention to propose at the May Council meeting that the 
Civic Centre Committee be re-designated as a Working Party as he felt this would be more 
appropriate. 
 
* Cllr Rahman left the meeting at this point and, as he was not seeking re-election, the Mayor 
took the opportunity to thank Cllr Rahman for his work as a councillor and to wish him all the 
best for the future.  Cllr Rahman responded that he had learned a lot during his 4 years’ 
service and had enjoyed working with his fellow councillors. 
 
2015/357  REPORT OF RECREATION AND AMENITIES COMMITTEE 
The minutes of the meeting of the Recreation and Amenities Committee held on 8 April 2015 
were approved and signed, subject to the alteration of the acronym ‘DRB’ to DBS’ on page 2. 
 
In response to a question, Cllr M Robinson confirmed that the directional sign to the KGV field 
would not refer to the play area. Cllr S Robinson suggested that the sign could be attached to 
the lamppost adjacent to the Butcher Hill’s triangle, either above or below the existing ’20 is 
plenty’ advisory sign. 
 
The Clerk reported that three distinct mole-runs had appeared in the KGV play area and 
across the football pitches. The Town Groundsman had managed to locate a mole-catcher 
who had submitted a quotation of £510.00 to remove the moles.  This was approved. 
 
Cllr Thorpe reported that the Recreation and Amenities Committee had seen no reason to 
recommend any changes to the terms for the proposed lease with the Scouts for the KGV 
pavilion.  The Clerk had duly informed the Scouts of this decision and they had responded 
indicating that they were prepared to accept the Council’s proposed terms for the rent but 
wished to specify that they were willing to meet the Council’s ‘reasonable capped legal fees’ 
for the preparation of the lease agreement, and that community use for the pavilion should 
be ‘under the control of the Scouts’.   
 
The Clerk confirmed that the Scouts had already provided a cheque for £1000 for the first 6 
months’ rent, which she advised was against normal practice as the lease agreement had yet 
to be prepared and signed. They had indicated that they wished to occupy the pavilion from 1 
May 2015.  The Clerk had checked with the Council’s solicitor who had advised that the lease 
could not be prepared within this short timescale, but that it should be possible to arrange a 
licence for the Scouts to occupy the building at a cost of between £450 and £550 as an 
interim measure whilst the lease was being prepared. It appeared that the Scouts had already 
gained access to the pavilion via the Town Groundsman and were storing some of their 
equipment there. The Clerk stressed that the solicitor had strongly advised against allowing 
access to the building in the absence of a lease or licence to occupy. 
 
In discussion, some were of the view, in the light of the solicitor’s advice, that no access to 
the building be granted until a legal agreement was in place, whilst others felt that it was 
acceptable for the Scouts to store equipment there prior to an agreement.  After considerable 
debate, Cllr S Robinson, seconded by Cllr M Robinson and to unanimous agreement that, 
subject to agreement with the Scouts, the solicitor be instructed to prepare a licence for the 
Scouts to occupy the pavilion from 1 May -30 June 2015, with the costs of this being shared 
equally between NTC and the Scouts, pending a formal lease which would start from 1 July 
2015. 
 
It was agreed that Cllrs S Robinson, M Robinson and Duckworth, together with the Clerk 
would meet on 23 April at 11.am to discuss possible Head of Terms for the lease of the 
pavilion. 
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Cllr S Robinson, seconded by Cllr M Robinson,  proposed that the Scouts be permitted 
to store equipment at their own risk in the pavilion, by arrangement with the Town 
Groundsman, prior to 1 May.  On being put to the vote, there were 4 votes in favour and 4 
against, and the motion was eventually carried on the Mayor’s casting vote. 
 

RESOLVED                that Mr James Aburrow be offered exclusive use of the KGV tennis 
                                  courts for coaching sessions on Tuesday evenings from 4-8pm 
                                during the school summer term on a trial basis at a cost of £30 
                                per session 
 
RESOLVED               that hire charges for the Town Hall and Mortimer Room be left 
                                  unchanged for the financial year 2015/16. 
 

RESOLVED              that the two leases for the Town Hall first floor offices be renewed. 
 

RESOLVED               that a Working Party consisting of Cllrs Thorpe, Kay, M Robinson, S  
                                 Robinson and the Clerk be set up to begin the process of planning  
                               for the replacement of the town groundsman/caretaker, and that  
                               Cllr Thorpe would liaise with the Clerk to produce draft terms of  
                               reference for the Working Party and that the Working Party would  
                               meet on 23 April at 9.30 am. 
 
2015/358   ACCOUNTS  
 

RESOLVED that the supplementary list of accounts for 31 March 2015   
                      amounting to £5,612.42 and the list of accounts for21 April  
                      2015 amounting to £12,823.73 be approved for payment. 

 
2015/359  PROPOSALS FOR COUNCIL EMAIL ADDRESSES FOR CHANGEOVER  
                   BETWEEN OUTGOING AND INCOMING CLLRS 
Cllr Duckworth presented a briefing note, previously circulated to all councillors, outlining his 
proposals for managing councillors’ NTC email after the upcoming parish election. This would 
involve the deletion of all cllrs’ email boxes and their contents from the NTC system on 11 May, 
four days after the election. Cllrs wishing to keep their previous emails would therefore need to 
archive them. The Council email addresses of outgoing and non re-elected cllrs would be 
deleted on 11 May and addresses would be created for all new cllrs as soon as practicable.  Any 
re-elected cllrs using a single device to access Council mail were requested to let Cllr Duckworth 
know as a setting change would need to be applied to their machines. 
 
After a short discussion, Cllr Duckworth’s proposals were accepted. Cllr Duckworth agreed to 
circulate cllrs with simple instructions for archiving their Council emails, and to put an auto-
reply message on the email addresses of outgoing and non re-elected cllrs stating that the 
accounts were no longer in use and that enquiries should be directed to the Clerk.  Cllr 
Duckworth indicated that if he were not re-elected he would be willing to continue to manage 
the NTC email system without charge until a replacement could be found. 
 
2015/360  LIME TREE AT FOREST GREEN GREEN 
The Mayor reminded cllrs that NTC had obtained a quotation from Tree Maintenance for 
£1,725.50 in December 2013 to remove a lime tree at Forest Green Green and that the resident 
who wished the tree to be removed had been informed that, subject to NTC approval, the tree 
could be removed at the resident’s expense using the Council’s contractors.  However the 
resident had independently obtained a quotation of £800, addressed to himself, from another 
contractor, Simon Gardiner, and a cheque for this amount had been delivered to the Clerk. The 
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Clerk explained that this quote was not comparable with that fromTree Maintenance as 
it did not refer to grinding out the stump. 
 
In discussion, councillors were mindful that NTC’s policy in cases such as this was to insist that 
the Council’s own contractors be used.  After further discussion it was agreed that the Clerk, 
Cllr Kay and Cllr Reed would arrange to meet on site with Mr Gardiner and invite him to provide 
a quote for NTC  on a like-for-like basis to the Council’s quote from Tree Maintenance. The 

matter would then be referred to the Environment Committee for consideration.  
 
2015/361  MULTI USE GAMES AREA AT FOREST GREEN 
A draft Heads of Terms Agreement with Gloucestershire Diocese for the leasing of land at 
Nailsworth Primary School for the building of a MUGA, previously circulated to all councillors 
was approved, proposed by Cllr Thorpe, seconded by Cllr Kay and to unanimous support.   
 
Cllr Duckworth proposed, seconded by Cllr S Robinson and to unanimous support, that NTC 
should apply to SDC to register the MUGA as a community asset on completion. 
 
A draft Management Agreement, previously circulated, was discussed. In response to a 
question, Cllr S Robinson confirmed that ‘extended school hours’ referred to in the draft 
agreement, during which it was proposed that the school would have exclusive use of the 
MUGA unless otherwise agreed, ran from 4.30 – 6pm.  During school holidays the school office 
would deal with bookings for the MUGA. 
 
After further discussion the draft Management Agreement was unanimously approved, subject 
to the following amendments: 

• replacement of the numbered points 1-5 on page 1 with ‘a-f’ and insertion of the 
relevant date on point (b) 

• addition of the following sentence to point 1.3:  ‘However in case of dispute, a 
meeting of the NRC Management Committee will be called at the earliest opportunity’. 

• alteration of point 3.3 to read: ‘Surplus funds will go into a MUGA Sinking Fund for 
major repairs, to be maintained by the School’. 

• removal of the phrase ‘aim to’ in point 4.1 so the item would now read ‘During the 
academic terms and within extended school hours i.e. up to 6pm the School shall have 
exclusive use of the MUGA, but will make it available for formal use at no charge from 
4.30 pm’. 

 
A revised draft of the GCC 10 Stage Property Care Project Process document with a 
breakdown of Stage 2 budget costs for GCC’s project management of the MUGA had 
previously been circulated. This included fees of £450 for obtaining the necessary planning 
approvals.  It was noted that NTC’s signing of the Stage 3 Authorisation to Proceed document 
would not preclude the Council from withdrawing from the arrangement if planning 
permission was not granted. A fee of 5% of the total value of the contract would be incurred 
to cover GCC’s costs if the works were cancelled at Stages 5-7.  
 
After a short discussion, Cllr S Robinson, seconded by Cllr M Robinson, proposed that NTC 
accept the GCC contract and sign the Authorisation to Proceed.  On being put to the vote, this 
was agreed with 7 votes in favour and 1 abstention. 
 
2015/362  GCC – Amendment to Commons Act Register 2006 – Woodcot, 
                   Rockness Hill 
The Clerk explained that owing to a change in the law it was now possible to amend the 
Commons Act Register. It was noted that the resident had applied to have the entry relating 
to land at Woodcot removed from the register. 
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2015/363  BT payphones – adopt a kiosk. 
BT had written to publicise its ‘adopt a kiosk’ scheme.  The communication was noted. 
 
2015/364  SDC – application for street trading consent for Ian Morris trading as  
                               La Sienna Pizza Company. 
The application was noted. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
…………………………………………..                                      ………………………………….. 
Town Mayor                                                                 Date 
 
 


