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NAILSWORTH TOWN COUNCIL 
MINUTES of the MEETING of Nailsworth Town Council 

held at the Town Hall, Nailsworth 
on Tuesday 17 September 2013 

 

Present 
 
 
 

 
  
   
 
 

Cllr MP Robinson (Town Mayor) 
Cllr P Carter 
Cllr N Dart 
Cllr JL Duckworth 
Cllr A Elliott 
Cllr NI Kay 
Cllr MM Rahman 
Cllr S Robinson 

Present for part of the meeting  District Cllr RTH Blackwell 
County Cllr DLM Binns 

Apologies     Cllr MJ Kelly 
Cllr SM Reed 
Cllr SE Thorpe 

 * denotes absence from part of the meeting 

 
2013/79  PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
There were no public questions. 
 
2013/80  MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETINGS 
The minutes of the meeting held on 16 July were approved and signed, subject to the 
amendment of the figure in minute 2013/49 which would now read ‘..for which a budget of 
£2.7m had been allocated…’.   
The minutes of the meeting held on 3 September and the Special Council meeting held on 7 
August were approved and signed. 
 
2013/81 Restructuring of Council Committees (minute 2013/46) 
Cllr Kay commented that in his view the new system was working well so far. 
 
2013/82  Funding for Diversionary Activities for Young People (minute 2013/47) 
Cllr S Robinson reported that he had not stated that funding from the Police and Crime 
Commissioner’s plan for diversionary activities had been made available to Nailsworth Youth 
Club as this was not in fact the case. 
 
2013/83  Letter to Hanover Housing (minute 2013/49) 
The Mayor read out a letter received from the Assistant Regional Director of Hanover Housing in 
response to his own letter expressing concern about changes in Hanover’s lettings policy in 
Nailsworth.  The response confirmed that it was Hanover’s policy to put on the market one in 
every two flats as they became vacant as part of its aim to extend the options for potential 
residents and to create a ‘mixed tenure community’. However Hanover would still continue to 
co-operate with SDC on housing waiting lists for half the flats. 
 
Councillors were disappointed with what they perceived to be Hanover’s lack of consultation 
with its Nailsworth residents on this matter and were uncertain as to whether owner-occupiers 
wishing to sell on would be required offer their properties back to Hanover. If this was not the 
case, this could reduce the stock of affordable property for older people in the town.  In 
response to a question, Cllr Carter confirmed that in his view it was unlikely that SDC would be 
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interested in purchasing any of the Nailsworth flats from Hanover as this would in itself do little 
to increase the stock of affordable housing in the town. 
 
After further discussion, the Clerk was asked to write to Hanover acknowledging the letter and 
expressing NTC’s disappointment. 
 
2013/84  Application to Register Nailsworth Library as a Community Asset (minute  
                 2013/57) 
Cllr S Robinson reported that he had received helpful advice from Mrs Kate Kay on the  
registration process and had now received the relevant application form from SDC, which  
appeared to be relatively straightforward to complete. He would liaise with the Clerk to complete  
the form in relation to Nailsworth Library and return it to SDC. 
 
2013/85  Proposition Regarding Pedestrianisation of Market Street (minute 2013/58) 
The Clerk reported that she understood from Cllr Kelly that he was planning to put a  
proposition relating to Market Street to a subsequent Council meeting. 
 
2013/86  Environment Issues and Projects List (minute 2013/69) 
Councillors noted that Town Gardening had been included on the Environment list in error and 
it was agreed that this topic be removed from this list and added to the Recreation and 
Amenities Issues and Projects list. 
 
2013/87  Horses on Shortwood Green (minute 2013/77) 
The Mayor reported that Cllrs Carter and S Robinson had visited the site in question and had 
produced a chicane-style design for permanently fencing off the area in such a manner as to 
prevent access for horses but still allow it for pedestrians.  Cllr Carter had kindly offered to 
undertake the work.  However, the Mayor advised that there were issues to be considered 
relating to insurance cover for NTC councillors undertaking this type of work and to the legality 
of allowing selective access, given that no right of way existed across this section of green. The 
Clerk agreed to check with the Council’s insurers as to whether Cllr Carter would be covered for 
this type of work. The Clerk advised that it was important that all councillors were clear as to 
precisely what type of barrier was being proposed. 
 
After discussion, it was agreed that Cllr Carter be authorised to build a chicane-style fence to 
limit access to pedestrians only on a section of the bank on the lower part of Shortwood Green, 
subject to insurance considerations, to be funded from the Environmental Projects budget. 
 
2013/88  FGRFC Planning Application S.13/1140/016R (minute 2013/67) 
Cllr Carter confirmed that this application would be considered by SDC Development Control 
Committee, probably in October, and agreed to inform all councillors of the date of the relevant 
meeting as soon as he became aware of it. 
 
2013/89  REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
County Cllr Dorcas Binns reported that GCC had found it necessary to seek to make savings of 
£20m on its overall budget and that all services would be affected.  However, she was pleased 
to report that GCC was proposing to allocate £50,000 to each county cllr to spend on sports and 

related health-based projects in their respective wards. A decision on this funding would be 
made in October and Cllr Binns was keen to receive ideas for suitable projects. 
 
In response to questions, Cllr Binns confirmed that she would be happy to hear proposals for 
highway improvements from NTC over the next few weeks in order for them to be costed.  She 
stated that, whilst she was aware that GCC’s policy of not spraying weeds on highways had 
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contributed to the degeneration of the road surface as weeds pushed through the tarmac, GCC 
had no plans to alter this policy as it was not deemed to be a priority.  However, some of her 
personal budget allocation for highway had been used to spray a particularly bad area in 
Nortonwood.   
 
In response to a further question, Cllr Binns confirmed that the pledge in the Conservative’s 
most recent election manifesto to double the amount of money previously allocated for youth 
work in the county would be honoured in the 2014/15 budget. 
 
Responding to another question, Cllr Binns agreed to research GCC’s current position and its 
spending allocation relating to fighting the appeal against the County Council’s decision to 
refuse planning permission for an incinerator at Javelin Park, and to report back to the Clerk via 
email to enable all NTC councillors to be circulated with the information. 
 
District Cllr Rowland Blackwell reported that the retrospective planning application for Green 
Barn, Tinkley Lane had been refused and would be going to appeal. Responding to a question 
from Cllr Kay regarding SDC’s view of new GCC proposals regarding footpath maintenance and 
their impact on the voluntary Cotswold Warden service, Cllr Blackwell indicated that he was 
unsure of SDC’s current view on this matter.  Cllr Kay explained that, as a Cotswold Warden 
himself, he had received a communication from the Ramblers’ Association on this issue, which 
he agreed to forward to all NTC councillors.  Cllr Binns assured Cllr Kay that it was her 
understanding that new contracts for footpath maintenance would include an obligation to 
maintain and hopefully increase the level of voluntary work undertaken by volunteers such as 
the Cotswold Wardens. 
 
2013/90  REPORT FROM TOWN MAYOR 
The Mayor reported on his attendance at the recent AGM GAPTC, where a variety of issues 
were discussed, including the impact of the lateness of the publication by central government of 
capping criteria on town and parish councils’ budget-setting procedures. The Mayor felt that the 
meeting had provided a useful forum and stated that he intended to continue to attend and 
participate in subsequent GAPTC AGMs throughout his time as Mayor. 
 
2013/91  REPORT FROM DEPUTY MAYOR 
Cllr Duckworth reported that he had arranged the next surgery of Nailsworth county, district 
and town councillors for Saturday 14 December in the Mortimer Room.  Cllrs M Robinson, Elliott 
and Carter indicated that they intended to be present, and Cllr Duckworth agreed to be on 
standby. 
 
2103/92  REPORT FROM TOWN CLERK 
There was nothing to report. 
 
2013/93  REPORT FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES 
Cllr S Robinson reported on a recent meeting of the A46 Road Safety Action Group and read out 
a draft letter produced by the group, to be sent to various addresses along the A46 from 

Dunkirk to the southern boundary of the parish, identified by the group as properties whose 
occupants placed their wheelie bins on the roadside every week. The letter invited the 
residents’ co-operation in attaching adhesive anti-speeding notices to their bins.  The letter was 
approved and it was agreed that it should be sent by the Mayor, with responses to be returned 
to Mr Les Haines for collation. 
 
Cllr S Robinson reported on a recent Chartered Parishes meeting organised by GCC which he 
had attended.  He had been concerned to learn at this meeting that owing to staffing cuts, GCC 
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Highways was experiencing difficulties in finding sufficient time to work up highway 
improvement projects. The new highways maintenance contract period would last for 10 years, 
as compared with 5 years for the current contract.  Cllr S Robinson had written to Cllr Stan 
Waddington who would be overseeing the new contract, expressing his concern at the 
unsatisfactory work undertaken on Spring Hill by one of the potential bidders for the new 
contract.  Cllr S Robinson reported that GCC had stated that it would do its best to refill its grit 
bins in parishes as they became empty during winter weather, although its efforts would have 
to be concentrated first on priority areas.  Strong opposition to the proposed incinerator at 
Javelin Park had been expressed by many of the parish representatives present at the meeting. 
 
Cllr Duckworth reported that Nailsworth Chamber of Trade and Commerce had recently 
discussed SDC’s 2 hour parking restriction in parts of the town.  Members felt that this was too 
short a period for visitors to combine shopping with visits to local cafes and had expressed a 
preference for a 3 hour restriction.  The Chamber had decided to issue its own guidelines 
relating to traders’ A boards in the town, which it had based on the SDC guidelines. A formal 
letter containing these guidelines would be sent to all traders.  Councillors were pleased to note 
that the Chamber appeared to be taking the initiative on the control of A boards. Cllr Duckworth 
reported that the Chamber had discussed alternative ways of attracting customers to local 
businesses. He was considering producing a paper on this in his capacity as a Chamber 
member.   
 
2013/94  REPORT FROM PLANNING COMMITTEE 
Cllr Carter noted that the minutes from the Planning Committee meeting held on 17 July had 
not been included with the papers for the Council meeting.  It was agreed that these minutes 
be considered at a subsequent Council meeting. 
 

RESOLVED that the comments of the Planning Committee made at its meetings of 7  
                  August and 21 August be approved, subject to the addition of Cllr Duckworth to 
                  the list of those present at the meeting of 7 August. 

 
The Mayor reported that he had received a letter from a local resident who had attended the 
Planning Committee meeting held on 7 August complaining that NTC had not represented local 
residents’ views on application S13/1457/HHOLD, Stonedene, Star Hill to SDC.  Cllr Carter 
confirmed that the resident’s objections had indeed been encompassed in the comments which 
the Committee had made to SDC.  Cllr Carter and the Mayor agreed to liaise to produce an 
appropriate response to the resident’s letter which they would circulate to all councillors. 
 
Cllr Carter observed that owing to the change in council structure it was necessary for at least 5 
councillors to be in attendance during the consideration of planning applications, as these now 
took place during full council meetings which required a quorum of 5.  He urged his fellow 
councillors to bear this in mind. 
 
2013/95  REPORT FROM RECREATION AND AMENITIES COMMITTEE 
The minutes of the meeting of the Recreation and Amenities Committee held on 6 August were 
approved and signed. 
 
Cllr S Robinson, together with the Clerk, had attended the opening ceremony of the 
kindergarten in the KGV Pavilion.  He reported that the building was bright and cheerful and 
congratulated the new tenants on their efforts in decorating and adapting the building. He 
understood that councillors would be welcome to view the building on request.   
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The Clerk reported that it had proved necessary to add a clause to the lease for the building 
specifying dates for payment of the rent, as this had inadvertently been omitted. This was in 
hand. 
 
Cllr S Robinson reported that he and Cllr Thorpe were continuing to work with local resident 
Sarah Urquhart on proposals to upgrade play equipment in the KGV field children’s play area.  
 
The Clerk reported a letter had been sent to Cheltenham Surfacing accepting its quote for work 
to the KGV skate park, but no date for the work had yet been received. Sue Nicholson was 
asked to follow this up. Joe Davis was willing to organise a team to paint the half-pipe with 
rubberised paint to render it non-slip, and NTC would provide the materials. Cllr S Robinson 
agreed to liaise with Peter Wilson, the Neighbourhood Warden regarding supervision of the 
work.  
 
2013/96  COUNCIL RISK ASSESSMENTS 
Cllr Carter reported that he had been working on a draft NTC risk assessment document which 
he had based on a standard risk assessment produced by the Charities Commission.  He 
circulated the initial page of his draft document and agreed to circulate the full draft to all 
councillors by email for their consideration, requesting that members email any suggestions for 
amendments or additions to him prior to the next general Council meeting on 15 October.  Cllr 
Carter explained that the next stage of this process would involve scoring the risks associated 
with various NTC aims, objectives and policies and he hoped to have completed this exercise in 
time for discussion at the November general Council meeting.  He suggested that, once the risk 
assessment document had been completed, the topic should appear on all Council agendas so 
that risks could be routinely indicated and assessed as they arose.   
 
In response to a question, the Clerk explained that the need for a Council risk assessment had 
been indicated in the Auditor’s Report 2012/13, and she read out the relevant section of this 
report. 
 
The Mayor thanked Cllr Carter on behalf of the Council for the work he had done so far on this 
matter.  
 
2013/97  CONSULTATION ON SDC LOCAL PLAN PRE-SUBMISSION DRAFT 
The Clerk reported that a consultation document from SDC was available in the Council 
Chamber for members’ inspection. This included a feedback form relating to the internal 
consistency and accuracy of the draft Plan for the council to complete and return to SDC.  It 
was agreed that this matter be placed on the agenda for the October Council (Recreation and 
Amenities) meeting. 
 
2013/98  SDC CHARTER – WORKING TOGETHER IN THE STROUD DISTRICT 
The Clerk explained that the Charter, previously circulated to all councillors, had been jointly 
developed during 2012 by SDC and representatives of town and parish councils, with assistance 
from GAPTC. The purpose of the Charter was to set out agreed principles for working together 

to which SDC and town and parish councils would mutually commit, to be reviewed annually.  
Councillors acknowledged the significant role taken by NTC and particularly by Cllr Kay in 
initiating this process and were pleased to adopt the Charter, which would be forwarded to 
GAPTC once signed by the Town Mayor and the Leader and Chief Executive of SDC.   
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2013/98   SDC – CONSULTATION ON PLANNING PRE-APPLICATION INVOLVEMENT   
                            PROTOCOL  
The SDC consultation document produced by Ms Elin Tattersall and previously circulated to all 
councillors was noted. 
 
2013/99    NALC – ADOPTION OF SALARY AWARD FOR CLERK 
It was resolved unanimously that the NALC recommended salary award for the Clerk from April 
2013 be adopted. 
 
2013/100  ACCOUNTS 

RESOLVED  that the list of accounts for 20 August 2013 totalling £27,749.29 and 17 September 
                   2013 totalling £19,511.72 be approved for payment. 

In response to a question, the Clerk confirmed that Item 193: Foster and Cross related to the 
renewal of the annual maintenance contract for the Town Hall lift, whilst Item 207 related to 
repairs carried out by the same company for a fault on the lift which had been highlighted by 
the Council’s insurers on their biannual inspection.  The Clerk explained that the current 
maintenance contract for the lift was based on 4 visits per year. She had previously been 
instructed by Council to seek a quotation from the company which currently serviced the Arkell 
Centre lift, but this company had quoted a much higher price, based on just two service visits 
per year. It was agreed that the Council’s maintenance contract with Foster and Cross for the 
Town Hall lift, based on 4 visits per year, be renewed. 
* Cllr Kay left the meeting at this point. 
 
2013/101  NYCE – request for contribution towards cash prizes for ‘Nailsworth’s Got 
                   Talent’ event  
The Clerk read out an email received from Nailsworth Youth and Community Enterprise giving 
details of a Nailsworth’s Got Talent’ competition it was organising in order to raise funds for the 
maintenance of Nailsworth Subscription Rooms.  Three cash prizes were to be awarded to the 
winners of the competition and NYCE had asked NTC to consider making a financial contribution 
towards these prizes.  Cllr S Robinson reported that he had agreed to be one of the judges for 
this competition and therefore took no part in the discussion of this matter. 
 
After a short discussion, the Clerk was asked to respond to the request regretting that NTC had 
no powers to allocate money for this purpose but reminding NYCE that it was possible for the 
organisation to apply to the Council for a grant towards the upkeep of the building. 
 
2013/102  Crystal Fountain Village – proposed change of name to ‘Woodchester  
                    Valley Village’ 
Councillors had no objection to the proposed change of name. 
 
2013/103  Hardwicke PC – request for donation towards campaign to fight Javelin  
                   Park Incinerator Appeal. 
The Clerk reported that an email had been received from Hardwicke PC inviting NTC to make a 
financial contribution to GlosVAIN towards the costs of fighting Urbaser Balfour Beatty’s appeal 
against GCC’s refusal of planning consent for a waste incinerator at Javelin Park. After 
discussion, it was agreed that NTC would decline to make a contribution at this time and the 
Clerk was asked to respond accordingly. 
 
2013/104   SDC – communication from Don Foster MP regarding Post Office   
                    Community Enterprise Fund. 
The communication was noted. 
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2013/105  GCC – consultation on new Local Developer Guide: Infrastructure 
                               and Services 
The consultation document was noted.  
 
2013/106   CAB – AGM 18 September 2013 10 am Ebley Mill 
Cllr Elliott reported that she would be attending the AGM. 
 
2013/107   GTMF – networking meeting 26 September 2013 5pm Brockworth 
The Mayor agreed to attend the meeting. 
 
2013/108  GCC – road closure Star Hill 14-16 October – water connection 
The road closure order was noted. 
 
2013/109    GFPA – AGM 8 October 2013 6.30pm Bishops Cleeve 
Details of the meeting were noted. 
 
2013/110      Cotswold Conservation Board – annual review and invitation to  
                       contribute to project work 
The Clerk reported that a brochure relating to the CCB annual review was available in the Town 
Council Office. The correspondence was noted. 
* Cllr Rahman left the meeting at this point. 
 
2013/111  CONSIDERATION OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED 

a)  S.13/1873/HHOLD  Penrhyn, Bath Road 
New garage door 
No observations. 
b)  S.13/1775/HHOLD Quoin Cottage, Bath Road 
Creation of a level parking area with two new drop curb accesses 
Comment. We are concerned that the drop curbs will compromise pedestrian safety. 
The road and pavement is very narrow at this point and the current high curb forms a 
barrier to vehicles mounting the pavement in error. 
c)  S.13/1845/HHOLD  2 Plumbers Lane, Shortwood 
Loft conversion to provide two bedrooms and a shower room 
No observations. 
d)  S.13/1959/FUL  Worley Lodge, Worley 
Proposed revisions to garages, changes to fenestration and balcony of the approved  
scheme S.12/1025/FUL 
No observations. 
 
 
 
 
 
………………………………………...                                                ……………………........... 
Chair                                                                                   Date 
 
 


