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NAILSWORTH TOWN COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF NAILSWORTH TOWN COUNCIL 

held at the Town Hall, Nailsworth 
on Tuesday 16 June 2015 

 

Present 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 

Cllr MP Robinson (Town Mayor) 
Cllr EF Bonner 
Cllr JL Duckworth 
Cllr A Elliott  
Cllr NI Kay 
Cllr SK Millett 
Cllr DL Powell   
Cllr SM Reed 
Cllr S Robinson 
Cllr SE Thorpe 

Present for part of the meeting  Mr Les Haines and Mr Fred Ashworth of Nailsworth Youth  
and Community Enterprise 

Apologies     Cllr JL Dennis 
District Cllr RTH Blackwell 
District Cllr E Sims     

 
2015/34  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND COUNCILLORS’ DISPENSATIONS 
The Clerk reported that she had received completed dispensation forms to permit councillors 
to discuss matters pertaining to the Arkell Community Centre in Council meetings from the 
following councillors: 
Cllr Dennis – 4 years                             Cllr Elliott – 1 year 
Cllr Kay – 4 years                                 Cllr S Robinson – 4 years 
 
The Council voted unanimously to grant the dispensations as listed as without such 
dispensations members of Council would be unable to participate in discussion of matters 
pertinent to the Arkell Community Centre. 
 
Cllr Elliott had completed a dispensation form to allow her, as a Trustee of Stroud CAB, to 
discuss matters relating to that organisation in Council meetings.  However, the Mayor 
advised that such a dispensation was not appropriate in these circumstances and that the 
correct procedure would be for Cllr Elliott to declare an interest and refrain from 
participating in discussions or voting on matters relating to CAB funding. 

 
2015/35 CONSIDERATION OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED 

a S.15/0633/HHOLD  Hillview, Star Hill 
Erection of close board fence (retrospective) 
COMMENT 
We would prefer not to see high fences in this locality because of its detrimental 
effect on the listed buildings 

b S.15/1299/LBC and S.15/1298/FUL  Wood Farm, Nympsfield Road 
Conversion of existing barn to create 2 dwellings.  Change of use of land from 
agricultural to residential.  Installation of new access and driveway 
COMMENT 
We do not object to the change of use application but have serious concerns about 
the access road.  We would wish the existing temporary access to be removed and 
restored to grassland. The access road should be relocated to adjoin the existing 
hedgerow and be of an appropriate surface, and the stone wall retained and repaired.  
The applicant should ensure that no bat-unfriendly chemicals are used in the 
development. 
We consider this is an important development and request that the application be  
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called in and considered by the Development Control Sub-Committee. 

c S.15/1296/HHOLD  Four Seasons, Harley Wood 
Erect galvanized steel frame balcony to first floor living area with steps to raised patio 
COMMENT 
The railings should be of an appropriate natural colour to blend with the house. 
 

d S.15/1278/LBC  The Lot House, Newmarket Road 
Alterations to outbuilding (attached to listed building) 
No observations 

e S.15/1260/TCA  Ladywood, Whips Lane, Watledge 
Fell fir tree to remove concerns about location to house i.e. root damage 
Noted 

 
2015/36  PRE-APPLICATION CONSULTATION – NAILSWORTH YOUTH 
                 AND COMMUNITY ENTERPRISE (NYCE) 
The Mayor welcomed Mr Les Haines and Mr Fred Ashworth of NYCE to the meeting.  Mr 
Ashworth circulated drawings of NYCE’s proposal for new entrances at the front right hand 
side of the Nailsworth Subscription Rooms building and summarised the background to the 
proposal. He confirmed that the building now benefited from full disabled access to all 
floors. 
 
Councillors expressed pleasure at the improvements NYCE had made to the building and 
looked forward to considering the planning application in due course.  The Mayor thanked 
Mr Haines and Mr Ashworth for their attendance. 
 
2015/37  REPORT ON DISCUSSION AT TRAINING MEETING ON 11 JUNE WITH 
                   MR M MUSTON 
Cllr Kay reported that the training meeting with Mr Muston to discuss strategies for making 
representations at the forthcoming Newland Homes/Pike Lane appeal, which had been 
attended by five councillors, had been very useful.  He reported that the highways 
consultant engaged by Save Nailsworth Valley (SNV) would shortly be meeting with Mr Dave 
Corker SDC and Mr Mark Baker GCC to discuss highway issues relating to the application 
and suggested that it might be useful for Mr Muston to attend this meeting and that NTC 
might consider funding Mr Muston’s fee of up to £400 for this purpose.  
 
Cllr Duckworth, who had also attended part of the training session, added that he had 
learned that the appeal was most likely to take the form of a hearing rather than a Public 
Inquiry or exchange of documents. This could take place in about 2-3 months and last for 1-
2 days.  He understood that if the appeal was refused, the applicants could re-submit an 
application after 3 years and he felt that it could be helpful if a Neighbourhood Plan was in 
place by that time. 
 
In discussion, it was felt that as the meeting would be focusing on highways issues and 
since SNV and SDC had each engaged their own highways consultants it would not be 
especially helpful for Mr Muston to attend.  Cllrs Kay and Millett agreed to attend the 
meeting and Cllr S Robinson undertook to seek Mr Dave Corker’s advice as to NTC’s best 
course of action in relation to fighting the appeal. 
 
Cllr Kay reported that two SNV members were planning to host an informal tea party on 25 
June at 6.30 pm in order to share ideas about the appeal and the Newmarket Valley in 
general, to which councillors were invited. He agreed to circulate details and suggested that 
any councillors who wished to attend should inform himself as soon as possible. 
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2015/38  PUBLIC QUESTIONS 
There were no members of the public present. 
 
2015/39  MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETINGS 
The minutes of the Council meetings held on 19 May 2015 and 2 June 2015 were approved 
and signed subject to the following amendments: 

• Minute 2015/07: the addition of Cllr M Robinson to the list of members of the Civic 
Centre Working Party (minute 2015/07) 

• Minute 2015/19: the insertion of the word ‘currently’ in paragraph 4 to read ‘..the 
CLT currently had no desire to see the barrier removed’. 

 
2015/40  Appointment of representatives on outside bodies (minute 2015/08) 
The Clerk reported that the appointment of a Council representative on the GCC Chartered 
Towns and Parishes Group had inadvertently been missed at the Annual Council meeting on 
19 May.  Cllr Kay agreed to continue as NTC’s representative on this body. 
 
2015/41  Proposed block booking of tennis courts (minute 2015/14) 
The Clerk reported that Mr James Aburrow had informed her that he would not be 
proceeding with his weekly block booking arrangement of the tennis courts as there 
appeared to be insufficient demand for these regular teaching sessions.  He would however 
be running occasional sessions at the normal rate. 
 
2015/42  Lime tree at Forest Green green (minute 2015/19) 
Cllr Millett reported that she had noticed that some users of social media had expressed 
dismay at the removal of the lime tree at Forest Green green.  The Mayor observed that the 
Council was approachable and that anyone wishing to express views could contact the Clerk 
or councillors direct. 
 
2015/43  Council email and IT arrangements (minute 2015/21) 
Cllr Duckworth reported that he had added photos and biographical details of new 
councillors to the NTC website and invited re-elected councillors to revisit their own details, 
and amend them as appropriate, and forward any changes to him. 
 
2015/44  Training evening with Mr Jeff Bishop on Neighbourhood Planning 
                (minute 2015/33) 
The Clerk reported that, having liaised with Mr Bishop, she had circulated possible dates to 
all councillors and the training evening had been duly arranged for Monday 22 June at 6.30 
pm in the Council Chamber. Ex councillor Mike Kelly had been invited to attend. She clarified 
that this would be a whole-council event, separate from the deliberations of the 
Neighbourhood Planning Working Party and would be a fact-finding and discussion 
opportunity only, with no decisions or recommendations being made. 
 
Cllr Kay reported that he had circulated further information regarding Neighbourhood Plans 
for councillors to study. 
 
2015/45  REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
Disappointment was expressed that the County Cllr for Nailsworth had again not attended 
the meeting, particularly as some councillors expressed a wish to enquire as to the progress 
of the scheduled repairs to the pavement in Old Market. 

 
2015/46  REPORT FROM TOWN MAYOR 
The Mayor reported that he had been approached by a local resident, Mrs Sheila Rowley, 
who was keen to continue to maintain the circular bed in the Mortimer Gardens on a 
voluntary basis. Councillors were happy for her to continue and the Clerk undertook to 
inform the Town Gardener and to write to Mrs Rowley thanking her for her efforts, offering 
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her a small budget for plants and asking her to inform the Council in the event of her being 
unable to continue the work.  Cllr Reed added that she had been impressed to observe on 8 
June the Nailsworth Society Gardening Group and the Nailsworth Guides all working 
together to litter-pick and weed the gardens.  Councillors were heartened to see local 
people taking care of the town’s shared spaces. 
 
The Mayor reported that the Town Clerk, after 26 years’ service, had given notice that she 
would be retiring from her post at the end of December 2015.  He had perforce accepted 
her decision with a heavy heart.  He indicated that the process of planning for the Clerk’s 
successor would start with the formation of a Working Party. 
 
2015/47  REPORT FROM DEPUTY MAYOR 
Cllr Duckworth reported that he had arranged a councillors’ surgery to be held in the 
Mortimer Room on Saturday 18 July between 10 am and 12 noon. As with previous such 
events, this would be an opportunity for the public to meet and discuss issues of local 
importance with their council representatives from all three tiers of local government in an 
informal setting.  County Cllr Binns and District Cllrs Sims and S Robinson had indicated that 
they would be attending and Cllrs Bonner, Millett, Powell and Thorpe agreed to represent 
NTC at the event.   
 
Cllr Duckworth updated members on the progress of the application to site a biodigester at 
the Old Dairy, Chavenage, which would be going to appeal. For the benefit of new 
councillors, Cllr Duckworth summarised the various grounds for NTC’s former objection to 
the application. He reported that the group of parishes opposed to the application was 
planning a joint submission to the appeal and proposed, seconded by Cllr Thorpe and to 
unanimous approval, that NTC add its name to this submission. 
 
2015/48  REPORT FROM TOWN CLERK 
The Clerk reported that the stone wall at the entrance to the Town Hall car park had been 
seriously damaged probably some time between 12 noon on Sunday 14 June and early the 
following Monday morning.   She had made enquiries of local residents but had not been 
able to find anyone who had witnessed the event.  She was in touch with a suitable 
contractor to repair the affected section of the wall without delay.   
 
The Clerk reported that some councillors had observed young people climbing onto the roof 
of the Town Information Centre and the library. It appeared that their access point was the 
defunct dog kennel at the back of the TIC building. She had asked Mr Peter Merrett to 
inspect the roof and he had reported that there had been damage to some of the coping 
stones.  He had supplied a quotation of £695 to repair the damage and to demolish and 
remove the former dog kennel. Cllr S Robinson, seconded by Cllr Thorpe and to unanimous 
approval proposed that the quotation be accepted and the Clerk was asked to instruct Mr 
Merrett to proceed with the work. 
 
2015/49  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES 
Cllr Millett stated that she had noticed that some disabled people experienced problems in 
accessing the Miles Marling field as the entrance gate was not suitable.  It was agreed that 
this matter would be on the agenda of a future Recreation and Amenities Committee 
meeting. 
 
2015/50  COUNCIL RISK ASSESSMENTS 
There was nothing to report. 
 
2015/51  REPORT FROM RECREATION AND AMENITIES COMMITTEE 
Cllr Thorpe presented the minutes of the meeting of the Recreation and Amenities 
Committee meeting held on 2 June 2015 for approval. 
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Cllr Duckworth expressed the view that the minutes did not fully reflect the reasons the 
Committee had decided not to make a recommendation to Council regarding tenders for the 
refurbishment of the Town Hall ground floor gents’ toilets.  He stated that he had felt 
unable to make a decision as the agenda for the meeting had not specifically indicated that 
members would be considering the tenders and had not received details of the tenders 
three clear days in advance of the meeting. 
 
After considerable discussion the minutes of the meeting of the Recreation and Amenities 
Committee meeting held on 2 June 2015 were approved and signed, subject to the insertion 
of the following paragraph between paragraphs 3 and 4 of the relevant item: 
 
‘Cllr Duckworth expressed the view that as the agenda had not specified approval of tenders no 
decision should be taken.  However members were advised by the Proper Officer that they 
could proceed to make a recommendation to Council.’ 
 
Cllr Thorpe reported that she would shortly be circulating members with possible dates for the 
proposed tours of NTC buildings and land holdings falling under the responsibility of the 
Committee. 
 
Cllr Millett reported that she understood that following the SDC Youth Forum consultation on 
the development of the Miles Marling field some of the young people had been going door-to-
door in Forest Green to seek residents’ views. She felt this was to be commended.  Cllr Kay 
suggested that it might be desirable to consider the possible setting up of a Nailsworth Youth 
Forum to involve young people more directly in Council activities and decisions and Cllr Millett 
suggested that it was important to attempt to consult those young people who did not attend 
the Youth Club. 
 
2015/52  REPORT FROM GROUNDSMAN REPLACEMENT WORKING PARTY 
The Mayor reported that the post had been advertised as agreed and there had been numerous 
requests from potential applicants for further details and application forms. The closing date for 
applications was 24 June and interviews were scheduled for 29 June.  It was agreed that the 
interviewing panel would comprise Cllrs Elliott, M Robinson, Thorpe and the Clerk.  The Clerk 
undertook to pass on the wording of the advertisement to Cllr Powell who agreed to place it on 
the Stroud Jobsearch website. 
 
The Clerk reported that she had ascertained from GCC that the Council was required to pass a 
resolution requesting that the holder of the position of groundsman should be classed as a 
contributory employee and admitted to the LGPS.  A resolution to this effect would be included 
on the 7 July Council agenda.  
 
2015/53 ADOPTION OF ANNUAL RETURN FOR YEAR ENDING 31/03/15 AND  
               APPROVAL OF SUPPORTING NOTES 2014/15 
The Council approved the Annual Return, previously circulated, for the year ended 31/03/15. 
 
Cllr Kay proposed, seconded by Cllr Thorpe and to unanimous support that the Environment 
Committee should aim to produce a list of the various parcels of land owned or controlled by 
NTC as far as practicable by the end of the current financial year. 
 
The Supporting Notes 2014/15 previously circulated, were adopted subject to the transference 
of the item relating to the lease of the KGV pavilion on page 2 from the ‘Council as Tenant’ to 
the ‘Council as Landlord’ section on the same page.  The Clerk agreed to circulate a breakdown 
of the various items under ‘Special Projects and Miscellaneous’ on page 5 to all councillors. 
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Cllr S Robinson reported that SDC was arranging for its new bus shelter in Nailsworth Bus 
Station to be moved to a more appropriate position back towards the bus station wall. The 
existing bench behind the bus shelter would be removed. 
 
2015/54  CONSIDERATION OF GRANT APPLICATIONS 
A list of grant applications received, previously circulated, was considered and it was agreed to 
award grants as follows: 
Revitalise (respite care for disabled people):  £354 
Tynings Area Residents’ Group:                    £1,500 
Nailsworth Twinning Association:                  £1,000       Total £2,854 
 
Discussion of the grant application from Nailsworth Community Workshop was deferred as it 
was understood that the item for which the grant was being sought had already be installed. 
The Clerk was requested to ask the organisation to confirm whether it wished to withdraw the 
current application and submit an alternative. 
 
In response to a question, Cllr Reed confirmed that it was her understanding that Ruskin Mill 
College would be repairing and repainting the mural in the bus station, which had sustained 
some damage. 
 
The Clerk reported that she had yet to receive an invoice from the Stroud CAB for funding of 
the Nailsworth outreach service for the current financial year and it was agreed she should 
contact Ms Sally Pickering, Chief Officer of Stroud CAB, to request one. 
 
2015/55  ACCOUNTS 

RESOLVED that the list of accounts for 16 June 2015 amounting to £13,954.96 
                       be approved for payment. 

 
2015/56  GMTF:  Network meeting 25 June from 4.30 pm at Churchdown 
Cllrs Millett and M Robinson, NTC representatives on GMTF confirmed that they would be 
attending the meeting.  Cllr Elliott indicated that she and Mr Mike Kelly had also planned to 
attend but as Mr Kelly had subsequently stepped down it was agreed that she would travel 
with Cllrs Millett and M Robinson. 
 
2015/57  GCC - Consultation on proposed changes to some local bus services in  
                            the Cotswolds 
The document, previously circulated, was noted. 
 
2015/58  GCC - appointment of Matthew Jenns as Local Engagement Officer for  
                 Stroud North area  
The information was noted. 
 
2015/59  Horsley Parish Council - request for support in lobbying GCC to 
                 extinguish the 40 mph speed limit between Nailsworth and Horsley on 
                 B4058 and replace with 30 mph 
The Clerk read out a letter from Horsley Parish Council seeking NTC’s views on and support 
for its proposal regarding the speed limit.  Members were in support of the request and 
the Clerk was asked to respond accordingly. 

 
2015/60   Stroud CAB - NTC’s views sought on the place of funders on the CAB 

                  Trustee Board 
A consultation paper had been received from Stroud CAB and circulated to all councillors. 
Cllr S Robinson had circulated SDC’s response to the consultation and Cllr Elliott agreed to 
study it, amend as appropriate and forward this to the Clerk for onward transmission to the 
CAB. 
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2015/61   GCC – road closure Nympsfield Road/Tinkley Lane on 20/08/15 for 

                       pruning trees around power cables 
The road closure order was noted. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
………………………………………..                                  ………………………………………… 
Town Mayor                                                          Date 
 
       

 
 


