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NAILSWORTH TOWN COUNCIL 
MINUTES of the MEETING of Nailsworth Town Council  

held at the Town Hall, Nailsworth 
on Tuesday 15 July 2014 

 

Present 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
* 

Cllr  MP Robinson (Town Mayor) 
Cllr N Dart 
Cllr J L Duckworth 
Cllr A Elliott 
Cllr NI Kay 
Cllr MJ Kelly 
Cllr MM Rahman 
Cllr S Robinson 
Cllr SE Thorpe 

Present for part of the meeting  Mr Barrie Pierce  (Item 3) 
Forest Green Residents Association representatives:  
Mrs Sally Millett, Mr Joe Millett. 

Apologies     Cllr P Carter 
Cllr SM Reed 
County Cllr DLM Binns 

  *denotes absence from part of the meeting 

 
2014/69  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Cllr S Robinson stated that as he was a member of SDC’s Development Control Committee he 
would not be participating in the discussion of supermarket applications S.13/2285, S.14/0677 
and S.13/1498. 
 
2014/70   CONSIDERATION OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED 

a S.14/1432/FUL Land to the northwest of the Jovial Foresters, Star Hill 
Revised application for the erection of a detached dwelling house 
OBJECT 
1.  Overdevelopment of the site 
2.  Inappropriate design for this location 

b S.14/1533/ADV  Co-op Retail Services, 11-12 Old Market 
Retention of 2 x non illuminated signs 
No observations 

c S.14/1529/HHOLD  Westways, Shortwood Road 
Proposed alterations, first floor extensions with balcony and dormer 
No observations 

d S.14/0758/LBC – Appeal APP/C1625/E/14/2218592 – Railway Hotel, Station Rd 
To slim double glazed consented replacement windows 
The appeal was noted 

e Supermarket applications – impact on Nailsworth:  S.13/2285 Lightpill; 14/0677 Dudbridge;  
S.13/1498 Ryeford 
Councillors discussed the possible impact on Nailsworth of the above three applications for 
out-of-town supermarkets. Cllr Duckworth summarised the results of a survey carried out 
by Nailsworth Chamber of Trade and Commerce which estimated that there would be a 
significant reduction in the number of jobs in the town if drops in trade of 5%, 10% or 
15% respectively occurred as a result of any or all of the applications being successful. He 
pointed out that, whilst supermarkets did create some new jobs, job displacement also 
tended to occur. Councillors felt strongly that the granting of planning permission for any 
or all of the supermarkets would reduce footfall in Nailsworth and have a negative impact 
on both food and non-food trade, threatening the vibrancy of the town centre. It was 
understood that Cllr Carter planned to speak on these applications in his capacity as Ward 
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Cllr at SDC’s Development Control Committee meeting on 24 July. 
After further discussion it was agreed to strongly OBJECT to each of the three applications 

on the grounds that each would have a negative impact on trade and employment in 

Nailsworth. 

f S.14/1496/DISCON  Land adjacent to Middle Tynings, Forest Green 
Discharge of conditions 3 – materials and 6 – drainage from planning permission  
S.14/0367/FUL 
The application was noted. 

g S.14/1520/DISCON  1-2 Bridge Street 
Discharge of condition 4 – construction method statement from planning permission  
S.14/0730/FUL 
Concern was expressed at the possible impact on the flower tubs of the use of the verge 
for construction works.The Clerk agreed to discuss this with the SDC planning officer.  

 
2014/71  PRE-APPLICATION CONSULTATION FOR 4X WORK/LIVE UNITS IN 
                 MARKET STREET 
The Mayor welcomed architect Mr Barrie Pierce to the meeting and invited him to present his 
designs for 4 work/live units in Market Street, which had been previously circulated to all 
councillors. Mr Pierce explained that the proposals incorporated work units on the ground 
floor, suitable for retail, office or workshop use, together with living accommodation above.  
He confirmed that each work/live unit would be let as a complete entity; each flat would 
therefore not be available to rent separately from its corresponding work unit below.  In 
response to questions, Mr Pierce confirmed that the developer was the owner of the 
properties being converted and that there was no provision for parking on site. However, he 
suggested that the nature of the proposed accommodation would be likely to attract tenants 
without cars. 
 
In discussion, councillors expressed support for the proposals in principle as they would be 
replacing a semi-derelict building and could therefore be an improvement to the streetscape. 
Cllr Duckworth stated his preference for the work units to be exclusively retail as he felt that 
this would give Market Street a more ‘alive’ atmosphere during the daytime than that afforded 
by offices.  Cllr S Robinson expressed the hope that the old Solomon’s shoe repair shop 
owned by the developer would be refurbished before any work commenced on the new units. 
 
The Mayor thanked Mr Pierce for his presentation. 
 
2014/72  PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
There were no questions from the public. 
 
2014/73  MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETINGS 
The minutes of the Council meetings held on 17 June and 1 July 2014, together with the 
minutes of the meeting of the Recreation and Amenities Committee held on 3 June 2014, 
were approved and signed. 
 
2014/74  Numbering system for minutes of Council meetings (minute 2014/38) 
The Clerk reported that she had investigated a potential problem with the numbering of 
Council minutes during the current year and was confident that there would be no duplication 
of minute numbers in this case, and that the issue would not arise in future years. 
 
2014/75  GAPTC AGM (minute 2014/46) 
The Mayor reported that he was unfortunately unable to attend the AGM as originally 
planned, but that Cllr Kay had agreed to attend in his place.  
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2014/76  REPORT OF RECREATION AND AMENITIES COMMITTEE (minute 
2014/49) 
Cllr S Robinson reported that he had circulated to all councillors the three estimates obtained 
from Mr Keith Angus for the replacement of the KGV changing room roof.  All were well 
within the agreed budget of £16,000 and each contractor had indicated that they could start 
the work in 3-6 weeks.  
RESOLVED   that the quotation of £11,720.39 + VAT from Envirotek for the replacement of  
                    the KGV changing room roof be accepted with the proviso that it be amended  
                    to replace wooden fascia boards with plastic. 
 
The Clerk reported that a third quotation for the Town Hall window repairs was awaited. 
 
The Clerk outlined the history of NTC’s tenure of the lower section of the Miles Marling field 
and reported that she had obtained advice from the Council’s solicitor regarding the legal 
implications of the Council’s decision not to renew the lease with SDC for this section of the 
field.  She read out the solicitor’s letter, which confirmed that NTC would have no right to 
occupy this part of the field in the absence of a lease agreement and advised that the 
existence of such an agreement would strengthen the Council’s position if it wished to offer to 
purchase the land from SDC.  The Clerk reported that SDC had wrongly assessed the area of 
the lower part of the field at 2.2 acres, when in fact it was 1.1 acre, and she suggested that 
there might therefore be grounds for SDC to consider a reduction in its proposed rent of £100 
p.a.  
 
Cllr Thorpe, whilst appreciating the Council’s desire to save money by not renewing the lease, 
in the light of the solicitor’s advice strongly urged members  to support the original 
recommendation of the Recreation and Amenities Committee that the lease be renewed.  
After discussion, the following was agreed to unanimous support: 
RESOLVED  1. that NTC seek to enter into a lease with SDC for the Miles Marling field and  
                       that the Clerk be authorised to sign the declaration to exclude the lease from   
                       the Landlord and Tenant Act 
                    2. that Cllr S Robinson pursue with SDC the possibility of NTC acquiring the  
                       lower section of the Miles Marling field in due course. 
 
2014/77   Termination of lease on KGV pavilion (minute 2014/55) 
The Clerk read out a letter from the tenant stating that she would be vacating the building by 
the end of July and requesting that she be released from her rent obligation and electricity 
charges for the month of August.  It was agreed that Cllrs Thorpe and the Mayor be 
authorised to accede to the tenant’s request, having first inspected the building, and that 
the tenant would remain liable for the standing electricity charge up to the end of July. 
 
2014/78  Signage and telephone kiosk in Homefield, Shortwood (minute 2014/56) 
Mrs Sue Nicholson reported that SDC had agreed to inspect the dilapidated street name signs 
in Homefield with a view to replacing them. BT had agreed to clean the inside of the 
telephone kiosk and repair the broken glass panels within the next few weeks, and proposed 
to repaint the outside as part of this summer’s repainting schedule if possible, or alternatively 
in summer 2015. Homefield Resident’s Association had been informed accordingly.  
 
2014/79  Neil Carmichael MP – request for meeting re parking issues (minute   
                2014/57) 
The Mayor reported that he had been invited to meet with Mr Carmichael on 31 July at 9.30 
in the MP’s Nailsworth office to discuss parking issues in the town. The Mayor was unable to 
attend but had asked Cllr Reed if she could attend in his place or nominate another member 
of the Environment Committee if she was unavailable. 
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2014/80   Tour of rural exceptions sites 26 June (minute 2014/64) 
Cllr Kay reported that unfortunately he had been unable to attend the tour owing to pressure 
of work. 
 
2014/81  GTMF networking evening 26 June (minute 2014/65) 
Cllr Kelly reported that he had attended the networking evening, hosted by Cirencester Town 
Council, together with Cllrs Elliott and Duckworth, during which they had participated in an 
informative tour of Cirencester town centre viewing various significant buildings such as the 
Brewery Arts Centre and Corinium museum. The tour had also taken in public spaces, 
including the Abbey Grounds, and Cllr Kelly had noted that Black Jack Street, which was of a 
similar size to Market Street in Nailsworth, operated as shared space for vehicles and 
pedestrians. He felt that he and his fellow councillors had learned much that could be useful 
to the Market Street Working Party in its deliberations.  
 
2014/82  REPORTS FROM WORKING PARTIES 
It was agreed to disband the Nailsworth Recreation Centre Working Party, as 
Nailsworth Primary School had agreed to take on the booking function and NTC’s role was 
merely to publicise the Centre, and to request that the Council be represented on the 
new Recreation Centre Management Committee. 
 
Cllr S Robinson reported on a recent meeting of the MUGA Working Party, which Cllrs 
Carter and Duckworth had also attended.  The Diocese had indicated its wish that a Heads of 
Terms agreement  for the school site be negotiated between its surveyor and that appointed 
by NTC prior to instructing its solicitors to draw up a draft contract, and the Clerk confirmed 
that Mr Rob Stevens of the Diocese had requested details of the Council’s appointed surveyor. 
She confirmed that NTC had previously agreed to pay the Diocese’s legal fees.   
 
Cllr S Robinson reported that the Working Party had discussed the possibility of some free 
timeslots for use of the MUGA. A consultation session for local residents on the proposed 
MUGA had been held at Nailsworth Primary School on 10 July, 3pm to 6.45pm and prior to 
this an information/consultation leaflet incorporating a questionnaire regarding the siting of 
the proposed MUGA had been delivered to households in Forest Green and the Tynings area 
and to parents of pupils of the Primary School via the children’s schoolbags. Responses had 
been collected at the consultation session and drop-off points for further responses had been 
set up at Lawnside Stores, the school office and the TIC.  The deadline for responses was 
Friday 19 July, after which they would be analysed and discussed by the Working Party. 
 
The Mayor proposed that the meeting be suspended to allow Mrs Sally Millett, secretary of 
FGRA and a member of the MUGA Working Party, to speak on behalf of FGRA and this was 
agreed. 
 
Mrs Millett reiterated FGRA’s concerns about public access to the MUGA as stated at the last 
full council meeting and expressed disappointment that these concerns had not, in her view, 
been picked up in the wording of the final draft of the consultation leaflet. She queried the 
effectiveness of the consultation process, given the short timespan between delivery of the 
leaflets and the consultation event, and wondered if all parts of Forest Green had been 
leafleted.  
 
The meeting was resumed and discussion ensued on the process of drafting and distributing 
the leaflets, during which it was confirmed that, as far as could be ascertained, all the areas 
identified had been leafleted.  Cllr Elliott suggested that a special full council meeting should 
be held to discuss the MUGA to which members of FGRA should be invited in order that all 
councillors could be made fully aware of the Association’s views.  However, the Mayor stated 
that it would be preferable to await the recommendations of the Working Party and pointed 
out that as FGRA was represented on this body its views would be fully taken into account. 
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After further discussion, it was agreed that the Working Party would meet to consider the 
results of the consultation exercise and Working Party members were asked to email their 
summer holiday dates to Cllr S Robinson to assist him with setting a suitable date for the 
meeting. 
 
After discussion, it was agreed that the Council would await the Working Party’s report  
and its recommendations, before appointing a surveyor. 
 
Cllr Kelly reported that the Market Street Working Party was continuing its deliberations 
on possible improvements to pedestrian accessibility in Market Street and that he and Cllr 
Carter planned to visit Stonehouse to experience how its shared space area operated.  Cllr 
Kelly and Cllr Carter would be attending a GCC Highways consultation meeting on 21 July and 
he hoped to have further discussions with Mr John Kay GCC as soon as practicable. 
 
2014/83  REPORTS FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
District Cllr S Robinson reported that SDC full council would be meeting on 17 July to consider 
proposed changes to the organisation of staffing for sheltered housing schemes.  If approved, 
one member of staff would be employed as a ‘concierge’ to provide general support and 
minor repairs for residents of Nailsworth’s two sheltered schemes, Concord and Ringfield 
Close. 
 
2014/84  REPORT FROM TOWN MAYOR 
The Mayor reported that he had officiated at the annual student prize-giving ceremony at 
Ruskin Mill. He had been highly impressed with the commitment shown by the staff and with 
the environmental conservation work being carried out by students and staff in the Horsley 
valley. The Mayor had also visited Woodchester Valley Village and continued to be impressed 
by the standard of the properties and garden areas.  He understood that 50% of the 
properties were still vacant but that the possibility of leasing arrangements on unsold 
properties was now being offered. 
 
2014/85  REPORT FROM DEPUTY MAYOR 
Cllr Duckworth stated that he wished to ensure that all councillors were aware that under the 
reinstated committee structure the Deputy Mayor was not an ex officio member of standing 
committees.  In response to a question, he confirmed that he had opted not to join either of 
the two standing committees and explained that he continued to take an active part in some 
Working Parties and in full council meetings. 
 
2014/86  REPORT FROM TOWN CLERK 
There was nothing to report. 
 
2014/87  REPORTS FROM MEMBERS OF OUTSIDE BODIES 
Cllr Duckworth reported that the Chamber of Trade and Commerce had discussed the 
implications of current applications for out of town supermarkets in the district at a recent 
meeting. 
 
Cllr Thorpe confirmed that she was preparing a bid for funding for gym and fitness equipment 
for the KGV and Miles Marling fields under GCC’s Active Together initiative. She had been 
informed by County Cllr Binns that the deadline for bids was the end of July 2014. 
 
2014/88  COUNCIL RISK ASSESSEMENTS 
There was nothing to report. 
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2014/89   REPORT FROM ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
The minutes of the meeting of the Environment Committee held on 1 July 2014 were 
approved and signed.  In the absence of Cllr Reed, Cllr Thorpe presented the Committee’s 
report and proposed its recommendations. 
 
Discussion ensued on the remit of the Market Street Working Party.  Cllr Kelly confirmed that 
he had updated the Committee on the Working Party’s activities when requested but he 
questioned whether it was appropriate to do this on a regular basis, as he understood that the 
Working Party reported to full council rather than to the Environment Committee. Cllr Kelly felt 
that the current terms of reference for the Working Party, as originally published, had not 
changed and therefore he saw no reason to draft further ones. Other councillors expressed 
agreement with this view. However, Cllr Thorpe, whilst accepting that the Working Party was 
currently in the process of gathering initial data, felt that it was important for the Council to 
clarify the Working Party’s precise aims and provide approximate costings for any 
recommendations at an early stage, pointing out that improvements to Market Street were 
identified as an aim in the updated Town Plan.   
 
On being put to the vote, the recommendation that the precise terms of reference of the Market 
Street Improvements Working Party be drafted for approval by Council as practicable and that Cllr 
Kelly be asked to keep the Environment Committee updated on the Working Party’s progress was 
not accepted. 
 
In response to a question, the Clerk confirmed that the 2008 Design Statement for the Town 
Centre, produced by Evans Associates had been jointly funded by SDC and NTC and subsequently 
adopted by SDC.  Cllr Thorpe recommended that the Working Party study the document as she 
felt it to be highly relevant to its deliberations. The Clerk agreed to investigate whether an 
electronic version was available.  
 
There was considerable discussion on the recommendation that the Environment Committee be 
given delegated authority to spend up to £5000 on any item which lay within the Committee’s 
budget headings. Some councillors were in support of the recommendation, feeling that this 
would help reduce duplication of decision-making, whilst others opposed it, feeling that the 
measure could reduce accountability as it could lead to significant spending decisions being made 
by a small number councillors on behalf of the whole council, although it was acknowledged that 
committee budgets were agreed annually by full council.  After further discussion, it was agreed 
to take no decision on the recommendation.  
 
RESOLVED  that NTC would raise no objection to the lime tree at Forest Green green being 
removed if the owner of the neighbouring property agreed to pay all costs.   
 
2014/90  TOWN PLAN UPDATE  
The Mayor presented a draft update of the 2006 Nailsworth Town Action Plan, previously 
circulated to all councillors, explaining that the updating process, which had started in 2010, 
had involved extensive consultation with local groups and individuals and included the results 
of the Nailsworth Housing Needs survey. The revised Plan included a wide range of action 
points covering the period up to 2020. The Mayor extended particular thanks to Mr Chris 
Harmer and Mr Ian Crawley for their hard work in researching and producing the draft update 
and he commended the report to Council for adoption. 
 
Whilst applauding the efforts which had gone into updating the Town Plan, Cllr Thorpe felt 
there were some significant omissions, stating that she would have liked to see references to 
the role of the Arkell Centre in community development and to Transition Towns/sustainability 
movements. She had also noticed a few factual errors. However, whilst acknowledging that the 
Plan might not be completely comprehensive, councillors appreciated that the work had been 
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done primarily by local volunteers, as originally advised by Ms Elin Tattersall of GRCC, and 
that this had inevitably placed some limitations on its scope. 

 
After discussion, it was agreed to adopt the draft Town Action Plan subject to corrections 
of any factual and typographical errors and Cllr Thorpe undertook to send her corrections to 
the Mayor. 
*Cllr Rahman left the meeting during discussion of the above item. 
 
2014/91  COMMUNICATION FROM MR W AFFLECK REGARDING STATION ROAD 
As email from Mr Affleck detailing various issues relating to Station Road had been circulated to 
all councillors for information.  The information was noted. 
 
2014/92  PROPOSAL FROM CLLRS S ROBINSON AND THORPE TO INCREASE THE  
                 NUMBER OF NTC COUNCILLORS FROM 11 TO 15 
Cllr S Robinson explained that he and Cllr Thorpe had decided to withdraw their motion at the 
present time as SDC democratic services officers had informed him that, owing to the slight 
possibility of boundary changes which would be confirmed in 2015, it would be advisable to 
delay any move to change the number of NTC councillors until the 2016 elections. Cllr Thorpe 
added that she had asked SDC to check if the current number of NTC councillors was 
proportionate to the present size of the electorate. 
 
2104/93  ACCOUNTS 
In response to a query on Item 117, the Clerk undertook to check whether the Council had 
agreed to pay the legal costs for the preparation of the licence for the Old Cottage, 
Shortwood prior to expenditure being approved.  It was agreed that the item be limited to the 
legal fees for the preparation of the lease for Miles Marling field of £420.00. 

RESOLVED that the list of accounts for 15 July 2014 as amended amounting to 
£14,448.04 be approved for payment. 

 
2014/94  GCC – Minerals Plan site options and draft policy framework consultation 
The consultation was noted. 
 
2014/95  GCC – ‘Together we can’ community group meetings 
The Clerk reported that GCC had arranged a series of meetings, open to all, to consult on how 
to make further cuts of £75m in the delivery of support services for individuals and 
communities. Cllr Thorpe indicated her intention to attend the next scheduled meeting, which 
would take place at GL11, Cam, on 31 July, as a representative of the Arkell Community 
Centre Management Committee, as she understood that the proposed funding cuts would 
have a severe impact on both Adult Care and Children’s Centres. Cllr Kay suggested that NTC 
should give consideration to the possible impact of cuts in services to elderly and vulnerable  
people when the Council discussed its budget for the forthcoming financial year.  The Clerk 
was asked to respond to GCC and inquire if it would be possible for the County Council to 
make a presentation to the Council regarding the proposed cuts. 
 
2014/96  SDC – participation in ‘Lights Out’ arts led project 
The Clerk read out a letter from SDC indicating that it would be participating in a nationwide 
arts led project on 4 August to create a shared moment of reflection in the UK to mark 
Britain’s entry into World War 1. This would involve the lights in public buildings being 
simultaneously switched off, leaving one light burning for one hour between 10-11 pm, and  
town and parish councils were invited to participate.  It was agreed that this would not be 
practicable for the Council’s buildings. 
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2014/97  COUNCIL MEETINGS IN AUGUST 
It was agreed that the general full council meeting scheduled for 19 August would not be held 
but that there would be a full council planning meeting on that date, together with 
consideration of the monthly accounts. Authority to deal with any urgent issues was  
delegated to the Mayor, Deputy Mayor and the Chair of the relevant committee. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
……………………………………………..                                       …………………………………………. 
Town Mayor                                                                    Date


