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NAILSWORTH TOWN COUNCIL 
MINUTES of the MEETING of Nailsworth Town Council  

held at the Town Hall, Nailsworth 
on Tuesday 17 March 2015 

 

Present 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Cllr  MP Robinson (Town Mayor) 
Cllr N Dart 
Cllr J L Duckworth 
Cllr A Elliott 
Cllr NI Kay 
Cllr MJ Kelly 
Cllr MM Rahman 
Cllr SM Reed 
Cllr S Robinson 
Cllr SE Thorpe 

Present for part of the meeting  District Cllr E Sims 
Mr and Mrs Wright  (Virginia Cottage pre-
application consultation) 
Mr Alan Bently, GCC Integrated Transport Manager 
Mr Rupert Cox, Mr Ben Cole and Mr J Heaney 
(representing Stagecoach) 
1 member of the public 

 

2015/308  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 
2015/309  CONSIDERATION OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED 

a S.15/0416/HHOLD  Badgers Cottage, Worley 
Replacement of rear lean-to roof 
No observations 

b S.15/0490/TPO  3 Vicarage Gardens 
Crown raise yew to 4m above ground to provide clearance from adjacent 
buildings and allow more light into garden 
Noted 

c S.15/0564/TPO  Coopers Mill, Dunkirk Mills, Inchbrook 
Work to 5 trees 
Noted 

d S.150177/FUL The Crown Inn, Inchbrook 
Conversion of former pub to 2 dwellings and erection of 6 new dwellings     
Letter of objection from local residents 
The Clerk read out a letter objecting to the above application, received after 
NTC had made its own comments on the application to the Planning Authority,  
the contents of which were noted. 
Cllr S Robinson reported that he understood that SDC’s Conservation Officer had 
requested the applicant to reconsider the plans owing the proximity of the 
proposed dwellings to other properties. 

e S.15/0379/FUL Mellstock House, Dark Lane 
Letter of comment from neighbour 
The Clerk read out a letter commenting on the above application, the contents 
of which were noted. 
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2015/310  PRE-APPLICATION CONSULTATION – VIRGINIA COTTAGE, 
                   RAGNALL LANE 
The Mayor welcomed Mr and Mrs Wright, residents of Virginia Cottage, to the meeting. 
Mrs Wright outlined their proposals to submit plans to SDC to replace the existing flat roof 
extension with a 2-storey extension on the south elevation, sloping down to a single 
storey, and to replace the existing single garage with an oak framed double garage with a 
tiled roof.  She provided a copy of the draft plans together with photographs, which were 
circulated.   
 
In response to questions, Mr and Mrs Wright confirmed that their property was situated 
outside the Nailsworth Conservation Area.  They estimated that the proposed increase in 
the building’s footprint would be approximately 15% and explained that the proposed 
material was reconstituted stone.  They had discussed their proposals with their near 
neighbours who were supportive. One had initially expressed concern about the possible 
effect on a nearby badger sett so Mr and Mrs Wright had commissioned a badger survey 
and they understood that individual was happy with the findings. 
 
The Mayor thanked Mr and Mrs Wright for taking the trouble to consult the Council prior 
to lodging a formal application, which NTC would consider at the appropriate time. 
 
2015/311  PUBLIC QUESTIONS 
There were no public questions. 
 
2015/312 CHANGES TO BUS SERVICES IN NAILSWORTH – PRESENTATION 
                   FROM REPRESENTATIVES OF STAGECOACH 
The Mayor welcomed to the meeting three representatives of Stagecoach West: Mr Rupert 
Cox, Managing Director, Mr Ben Cole, Commercial Manager and Mr James Heaney, 
together with Mr Alan Bently, GCC Integrated Transport Manager.    
 
Mr Cole outlined the main changes to local Stagecoach services which had come into 
operation in November 2014, indicating that these had been introduced to improve 
efficiency and cost-effectiveness. He acknowledged local concern about the loss of the 
service to Nortonwood in Forest Green and of a through service from Nailsworth to 
Cheltenham and was pleased to announce that Stagecoach had decided to make some 
changes to these services. These had been registered with the Traffic Commission for 
implementation from 10 May 2015. The service around the Nortonwood loop would be re-
instated at off-peak times (10 am to 3.30 pm) on weekdays and all day at weekends. 
Connections between the 63 bus to Stroud and the 61 Stroud to Cheltenham on Mondays 
to Saturdays would be improved, leaving a 15-20 minute wait at Stroud in both directions, 
and there would be a direct service from Nailsworth to Cheltenham on Sundays.  Whilst 
there would still be no direct service from Nailsworth to Gloucester on Sundays, the 
connection times at Stroud would be improved to reduce waiting times.   Timetabling 
changes would be made to the 61 Cheltenham service at peak times to prevent delays 
and connection problems, which should help students and commuters in particular. New 
timetables would be issued in mid-April. In response to a question, Mr Cole stated that he 
was not aware of any significant problems to bus access resulting from vehicles parked in 
Nortonwood. 
 
Mr Cox added that recent reductions in the cost of motoring had made it particularly 
important for Stagecoach to reduce its operating costs whilst minimising fare increases.  
Consequently, the company had been obliged to review its services. The proposed 
adjustments to the timings of some peak services should prevent the delays that some 
customers had been experiencing. In response to questions, Mr Cox confirmed that 
Stagecoach would be reviewing the effectiveness of the proposed alterations to the 
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current service and that he would be happy to provide NTC with the results. Stagecoach 
planned to introduce ‘real-time’ satellite monitoring of its services which would provide 
fuller data than previously.  Mr Cox stated that he was always pleased to see town and 
parish councils taking an active interest in Stagecoach West’s services and agreed that it 
would be an appropriate aspiration for the company to consult with those affected when 
proposing any future changes to its services. He was interested in working with GCC to 
establish a forum for councillors on the county’s bus services.  He confirmed that all the 
Stagecoach services in Nailsworth apart from the Sunday service were non-subsidised. 
 
Mr Bently confirmed that GCC routinely consulted on any proposed changes to the bus 
services which it subsidised and explained that GCC had introduced a subsidised service 
35 with another operator in an attempt to fill in some of the gaps in the commercial 
service.  Budget constraints however meant that GCC found it necessary to choose the 
least expensive options. 
 
Cllr Elliott thanked the representatives of Stagecoach West for listening and responding 
positively to local concern and Cllr Duckworth thanked Cllr Elliott for her work in 
negotiating with GCC and Stagecoach, which he felt had played an important role in this 
outcome. 
 
Cllr Thorpe stated that a well-attended public meeting organised by NTC had testified to 
the strength of local feeling about the changes to the bus services and expressed relief 
that these changes were to be modified.  The Mayor had previously forwarded the notes 
of this meeting to Stagecoach. Questionnaires on people’s experiences of the bus services 
had been available at the public meeting and Cllr Thorpe passed on copies of the 
completed questionnaires to Mr Cole and Mr Bently. Cllr Thorpe also handed Mr Cole a 
petition containing approximately 500 signatures calling for the reinstatement of a direct 
service to Cheltenham and a restored service to Nortonwood.  
 
2015/313  MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETINGS 
The minutes of the meetings held on 28 February and 3 March were approved and signed, 
subject to the addition of County Cllr Binns and District Cllr Sims to the list of those 
attending the walkabout with GCC Highways (minute 2015/298). 
 
2015/314  New bus shelter in Nailsworth Bus Station (minute 2015/288) 
Cllr S Robinson reported that he had been informed that SDC planned to install the new 
bus shelter in mid-April. The two existing shelters would be removed on completion of the 
work, and SDC would also investigate the possibility of replacing sections of the bus 
station wall with railings. 
 
2015/315  Post of part time gardener  (minute 2015/295) 
The Clerk reported that NTC’s advertisement for a part time gardener had yielded one 
application. It was agreed that the Mayor, Cllr Reed and the Clerk would liaise to finalise 
the job specification, with advice from Ms Kath Neilson, and then meet with the applicant 
to discuss the post. Cllr S Robinson expressed a wish to have some input into the 
specification and agreed to pass his ideas on to the Clerk. 
 
2015/316  MUGA Working Party (minute 2015/295) 
Cllr Kay presented a draft Heads of Terms agreement for the lease of the site for the 
MUGA from the Diocese, which was circulated at the meeting and discussed. Referring to 
Note 6 on the document, Cllr Kay explained that the Diocese had insisted that any 
subsequent alterations to the agreement between NTC and the school must be approved 
by the Diocese Board of Education (DBE).  The Working Party had felt that this condition 
was unnecessary and could be somewhat cumbersome in practice,  but the Diocese was 
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adamant that the condition remained.  Cllr S Robinson felt that the condition could be 
satisfied by the DBE’s attendance at the proposed annual meeting between NTC and the 
school to agree the hire charges for the facility. 
 
In discussion, some councillors felt that they had been given insufficient time to study the 
draft document. Cllr Duckworth indicated that he had several questions regarding its 
content. The Mayor explained that negotiations with the Diocese had continued right up to 
the previous day and therefore it had not been feasible to circulate the document in 
advance of the meeting.  The Clerk confirmed that the draft Heads of Terms agreement 
was a precursor to drawing up a draft lease which would be presented to Council for 
approval. After further discussion, Cllr Duckworth proposed, seconded by Cllr Kelly and to 
majority agreement, that consideration of the draft Heads of Terms agreement be 
deferred until the April Council meeting to allow councillors more time to study the 
document.  The Clerk would forward an electronic copy to Cllr Kelly. 
 
2015/317  Gloucestershire Market Towns Forum (GMTF) meeting in Nailsworth 
                    26 March  (minute 2015/297) 
The Mayor outlined the programme for the event, which would be forwarded to all 
councillors. This would involve reception of the delegates at the Town Hall, followed by a 
tour of Nailsworth facilities including the KGV field, TIC, site or proposed CLT housing and 
Youth Club, culminating in a buffet supper and meeting at the Arkell Community Centre. 
The Mayor hoped that as many NTC councillors as possible would be able to join him in 
welcoming GMTF members to the town. Councillors were asked to inform the Clerk if they 
planned to attend. 
 
2015/318  Report on walkabout with GCC Highways (minute 2015/298) 
Cllr Kay queried whether the 3 bollards outside Tesco Express to be funded from County 
Cllr Binns’ highways allocation would be sufficient to prevent cars parking on the 
pavement.  He felt that at least 4 would be necessary to achieve this.  Cllr Kelly was 
doubtful if the cost of the extra bollard could be accommodated within Cllr Binns’ 
allocation and suggested that NTC consider financing it. It was agreed that the matter be 
referred to the Environment Committee. 
 
Cllr Kelly reported that two Market Street traders, Ms Emily Murray of Nom Nom and Ms 
Liz Arnold of Armed and Gorgeous had agreed to join the Market Street Working Party. 
The next meeting of the Working Party would be held on 30 March at Nom Nom. 
 
2015/319 REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
There were no formal reports. 
 
2015/320  REPORT FROM TOWN MAYOR 
The Mayor reminded councillors that the Annual Town Meeting would be held on Monday 
20 April at 7pm and the Mayor’s Reception on Monday 27 April at 7.45 pm. 
 
The Mayor reported that he would be attending Daffodil Day at Woodchester Valley Village 
on Sunday 29 March. He would also be present at a ceremony at Chestnut Hill House on 
20 March organised by the Nailsworth Society Local History Research Group during which 
Dame Janet Trotter, Lord Lieutenant of Gloucestershire, would place a centenary plaque 
on the building in commemoration of its use as a Red Cross Voluntary Aid Detachment 
Hospital during the First World War. The Mayor was also looking forward to starting the 
‘duck race’ at Washpool, Horsley, a fund-raising event organised by Friends of Horsley 
Primary School.  
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The Mayor reported that he had assisted in arranging for the condition of the footpath 
behind Strathmore Cottage, Walkley Wood to be improved.  Residents in the Bunting Hill 
area had signed a petition to request the removal of the Bunting Hill/Lawnside barrier and 
it was agreed to include its consideration on the agenda of the next Environment 
Committee meeting. 
 
2015/321  REPORT FROM DEPUTY MAYOR 
Cllr Duckworth reported that he understood the A46 was due to be closed in sections 
between Calcott Crossroads and the South Gloucestershire border during the period 8-21 
April, weekdays only. 
 
Cllr Duckworth reported that the Community Land Trust (CLT) was in the process of 
placing a Question and Answer information page on its website. The CLT would be 
meeting with representatives of Aster Homes in the Council Chamber on 23 March and Cllr 
Duckworth reported that as he would be away Cllr Elliott had kindly agreed to attend the 
meeting on behalf of NTC. The CLT planned to write to approximately 250 households 
close to the proposed building site to update residents on the progress of the project. 
 
2015/322  REPORT FROM TOWN CLERK 
The Clerk reported that Hobbs House Bakery had requested permission to erect a gazebo 
in the Clock Tower Gardens from 20-23 April to enable them to sell some of their products 
whilst the shop in George Street was undergoing alterations.  The request was approved.  
Cllr S Robinson expressed his disappointment that he had so far received no response to 
his letters to Hobbs House inviting the business to participate in planting and maintaining 
floral displays in the town. 
 
The Clerk reported that she had been informed by Amey that roadworks scheduled for 23-
27 March in Horsley Road, Pike Lane and Brewery Lane had been postponed.  No other 
details were currently available.  Cllr S Robinson added that he had learned from Watledge 
resident Mr Mike Brinkworth that maintenance work to Whipp’s Lane had apparently been 
postponed until April.  Cllr S Robinson had forwarded Mr Brinkworth’s email to County Cllr 
Binns. 
 
2015/323  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES 
Cllr S Robinson reported that he had learned that proposed changes in the organisation of 
local policing would leave just one PC and one PCSO covering Nailsworth in the future.  He 
and District Cllr Sims had requested a meeting with the Police Commissioner, along with a 
representative of Forest Green Residents’ Association.  It was agreed that the matter 
would be referred to a future Council meeting when further details became available. 
 
2015/324  COUNCIL RISK ASSESSMENTS 
There was nothing to report. 
 
2015/325  REPORT OF ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
The minutes of the meeting of the Environment Committee held on 3 March 2015 were 
approved, subject to the replacement of Cllr Elliott’s name with Cllr S Robinson’s  on the 
item relating to Stagecoach bus services, which would now read ‘Cllr Thorpe reported that 
Cllr S Robinson had been informed that Stagecoach, having carried out a monitoring 
exercise on the changed bus service to Forest Green, proposed to make no decision on 
the results until the summer.’  
 
Cllr Reed explained that she proposed to organise a walkabout tour for interested 
councillors of the various parcels of land under NTC the ownership or control to assist with 
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the process of registering all Council land in due course. Cllr Kay indicated that he 
wished to place a time limit on registering the land. 
 
Cllr M Robinson, seconded by Cllr Kelly proposed that the Council approve the following 
recommendation of the Environment Committee:  
That, subject to SDC licence,  Mr Morris be offered the use of one car parking space in the 
TIC car park for one evening per week between 5 – 8.30 pm to site his pizza vending van, 
at a rent of £10 per week, for a 6 month trial period, to be reviewed after 3 months of 
operation, with the proviso that no A boards advertising the business be displayed at any 
time. 
 
Discussion ensued, with some councillors expressing concern that the presence of a pizza 
vending van in the town centre could present unfair competition to existing take-away 
outlets which were liable to higher rents and business rates.  Cllr Duckworth suggested 
that it might be helpful to research with SDC how the proposed rent of £10 per week 
compared with similar arrangements in the district..  Other councillors stressed that the 
proposed arrangement was for a trial period only, on one evening per week only, and felt 
that the proposal should be supported as it could provide a useful additional facility in the 
town centre.   
 
On being put the vote, the recommendation was approved with 5 votes in favour, 2 
against and 3 abstentions. 
 
2015/326  PROPOSAL TO SEEK DESIGNATION OF NAILSWORTH CIVIL PARISH 
                   AS A NEIGHBOURHOOD AREA  
Cllr Duckworth outlined the background to a report with recommendations and draft letter 
to SDC which had been prepared by Mr Ian Crawley on behalf of Nailsworth CLT and 
previously circulated to all councillors.  The CLT had opted to apply for a Community Right 
to Build order (CRTBO) for its proposed housing development in Lawnside but this route 
was only possible once NTC had sought and achieved Neighbourhood Area (NA) status for 
the town. Cllr Duckworth explained that a local referendum would have to be held to 
obtain consent for the CRTBO, and this referendum would also include a question seeking 
approval for the removal of leasehold enfranchisement for tenants to allow the 
development to remain as rented accommodation for local people in perpetuity. The NA 
designation was also the first formal stage in the development of  a Neighbourhood Plan 
(NP) an idea which NTC had already been considering.  However, Cllr Duckworth advised 
that a NP, if the Council chose to pursue this, would require a second referendum which 
would of course have additional cost implications. 
 
In discussion, Cllr Kay congratulated the CLT Steering Group on its work so far. He 
advised that Horsley Parish was already working towards a Neighbourhood Plan, which  
was proving to be a lengthy process.  He therefore felt that if NTC decided to follow this 
route it would be some time before a referendum was needed. 
 
After further discussion, the following motion, proposed by Cllr Duckworth and seconded 
by Cllr Kay was passed with unanimous support: 
 
‘That Nailsworth Town Council applies to Stroud District Council for the whole 
area of the Civil Parish to be designated at a Neighbourhood Area’. 
 
The Clerk was asked to write to SDC accordingly. 
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2015/327  REQUEST FROM SCOUTS TO LEASE KGV PAVILION 
The Mayor reported that, together with the Clerk and Cllr S Robinson, he had met with 
two representatives of the Scouts to discuss their request to lease the KGV pavilion in the 
interim between the sale of their former premises and the completion of their proposed 
new HQ.  At the meeting, the Scouts had expressed an interest in the possibility of a long 
term lease on a peppercorn rent for the exclusive use of the pavilion site as a potential 
alternative to building a new HQ in Forest Green. The implications of entering into a long 
term lease of the pavilion site required careful consideration in the future. 
 
After discussion, it was agreed, proposed by Cllr S Robinson, seconded by Cllr Thorpe 
and to majority support, that NTC offer an immediate licence to Nailsworth Scouts to 
occupy the KGV pavilion from 1 April 2015 for a 6-month period at a rent of £1000 for this 
period (i.e. £2000 p.a.) with the Scouts paying NTC’s legal fees, with in principle some 
availability of the pavilion for community events.  
 
2015/328  RESOLUTIONS FOR GAPTC AGM ON 18 JULY 2015 
It was suggested that councillors bring any suggestions for resolutions to the next general 
Council meeting. 
 
2015/329  REPORT ON PROPOSED STANDING ORDERS 
Various draft revisions of the Standing Orders had been circulated and amended prior to 
the circulation of a revised draft.  After discussion, it was agreed that a Special Council 
meeting be held immediately after the Council planning meeting on Tuesday 7 April to 
consider the draft and adopt the new Standing Orders.  To facilitate this, it was agreed 
that the Recreation and Amenities Committee meeting scheduled for 7 April would be 
moved to Wednesday 8 April at 7pm. 
 
2015/330  ACCOUNTS 

RESOLVED that the list of accounts for 17 March 2015 amounting to    
                      £11,501.31 be approved for payment. 

 
2015/331  Letter from resident of April Cottage, Star Hill about persistent 
                   damage to boundary wall 
The Clerk read out the letter, which was referred to the Environment Committee for 
consideration. 
 
2015/332  Local Government Boundary Commission – consultation on  
                   recommendations for boundary changes - ends 06/04/15  
The consultation, previously circulated by email, was noted. 
 
2015/333  CPRE – Branch AGM 27 March 2pm at Gillyflower Centre, Elmore 
                   Court 
The date of the AGM was noted. 
 
2015/334  GCC – review of public transport provision – closing date 27 March 
Cllr Thorpe reported that the questionnaires on local bus use completed by the public at the 
recent public meeting and passed on to Mr Alan Bently GCC were based on those in the GCC 
review. The Clerk was asked to respond to the relevant GCC officer explaining that this was 
the case.  Cllr Thorpe reported that she had obtained a list of GCC subsidised routes serving 
Nailsworth. 
 
2015/335  GCC – carriageway repairs to Whipp’s Lane 16-20 March 
It was noted that the repairs had been postponed to an unspecified date. 
2015/336  Schumacher Institute for Sustainable Systems/Initiative Homes  
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- information about their aim to deliver sustainable, affordable 
and  

      accessible homes to meet local need 
The communication, previously circulated, was noted.  Cllr Duckworth reported that he had 
discussed the contents with Mr Ian Crawley and they had agreed that it the initiative was 
unlikely to be helpful for Nailsworth CLT. 
 
2015/337  VOTE OF THANKS 
On behalf of those able to attend, Cllr Elliott proposed a vote of thanks to Cllr Rahman for 
the delightful lunch he had organised on the 10 March. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
…………………………………………..                                             ………………………………. 
Town Mayor                                                                       Date 

 
 
 
 


