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MINUTES of the MEETING of Nailsworth Town Council  
held at the Town Hall, Nailsworth 

on Tuesday 6 May 2014 
 

Present 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
* 
 
* 
 

Cllr  MP Robinson (Town Mayor) 
Cllr P Carter 
Cllr JD Duckworth 
Cllr A Elliott 
Cllr NI Kay 
Cllr MJ Kelly 
Cllr MM Rahman 
Cllr S Robinson 
Cllr SE Thorpe 

Apologies     Cllr SM Reed 

Non-attendance  Cllr N Dart 

 * denotes present for part of the meeting 

 

2014/413  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
The Mayor referred to an email from Cllr Kay giving notice of his motion regarding a foodbank outlet in 
Nailsworth and suggesting that the Mayor consider withdrawing from the chair during consideration of 
this motion, owing to his association with the Liberal Democratic Party. When challenged, Cllr Kay 
stated that in his view the decision to withdraw rested with the Mayor alone.  However, the Mayor 
explained that since the email had been circulated to all councillors he felt that Council should make 
this decision and he therefore asked councillors for their views.  As no councillors voiced any 
objections, the Mayor announced that he would remain in the chair whilst the motion was discussed. 
 
2014/414 MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING 
The minutes of the meeting held on 15 April 2014 were approved and signed, subject to the following 
amendments: 

• Minute 2014/401 – correction of spelling of Mr Richard Grey’s name to Mr Richard Gray 

• Minute 2014/405 – the Clerk to be added to the list of members of the NRC Working Party 
• Minute 2014/409 – addition of the sentence ‘Cllr Elliott reiterated its main concerns and 

requested the amendment that consultation with residents be added to the proposal’ to the 3rd 
paragraph 

• Minute 2014/410 -  to read  ‘Cllr Kay asked permission of Council to withdraw his motion. This 
was agreed.’ 

 
2014/415  Public Questions (minute 2014/394) 
Cllr S Robinson reported that he had approached a coach driver and tour guide whom they had 
observed parking in the bus station and had obtained the operator’s contact details. Cllr S Robinson 
reported that he planned to discuss potential alternative sites for short-term coach parking in the town 
with local landowner Mr James Chamberlain. 
 
Cllr Carter reported that he had informed SDC of overflowing dog waste and litter bins at Forest Green.  
SDC could only empty bins once a week, on Fridays, but had agreed to establish that the bins in 
question were being emptied as per schedule and not missed.  If it was deemed necessary SDC would 
look at putting in extra bins but would approach the local council to joint fund.  A similar situation 
existed in respect of dog waste bins. 
 
Discussion ensued on potential sites for new dog bins.  Cllr S Robinson observed that he had noticed 
various posts where dog bins might be attached but Cllr Carter stated that as far as he was aware 
these bins were free-standing. 
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After further discussion, Cllr S Robinson agreed to identify two possible sites where new dog bins 
might be required, based on conversations he had had with local residents, and report back.  The Clerk 
was asked to check the current prices of dog bins with SDC. 
 
2014/416  Nailsworth Bus Station (minute 2014/401)  
Cllr Carter reported that he had been assured by SDC officers that the current improvement work on 
the bus station was being organised so that the space would be clear for stalls to be erected on 
Festival Saturday, 17 May. 
 
2014/417  Mayor’s visit to Woodchester Valley Retirement Village (minute 2014/402) 
The Mayor reported that the Management Committee of Woodchester Valley Retirement Village had 
mentioned that an adjacent piece of land in its ownership might be suitable for allotments. The Mayor 
and Cllr S Robinson had inspected the site and concluded that unfortunately it was not suitable for this 
purpose owing to the remoteness of its location and problems of access.  It was agreed that the Mayor 
would thank the Committee for its suggestion but inform it that in the Council’s view the land was 
unsuitable. 
 
2014/418  Review of Hire Charges (minute 2014/408) 
The Clerk had calculated the revised hire charges and circulated details prior to the meeting.  The new 
charges were confirmed as follows: 

 2013/14 
 

2014/15 
+3% 

Mortimer Room 

 ½ day session 
  Day rate 

  Weekly rate 

 

17.50 
33.00 

148.00 

 

18.00 
34.00 

152.00 

Town Hall, main hall – casual users   

   Dances, receptions 86.50 89.00 

Meetings, fairs, bazaars, rummage sales 35.00 36.00 

   Additional sessions 20.50 21.00 

Lower room 20.50 21.00 

Special rate for regular users   

  Main Hall:  adult groups eg 
  Dog Club, Flower Arrangers, Ruskin Mill 

25.00 25.50 

  Guides & Brownies – LR 5.90 6.00 

 Nursery school – day rate – LR 17.50 18.00 

 Dancing classes – MH 25.00 25.50 

 NDS play week (evenings only) MH 86.50 89.00 

 NDS Set building weekend  MH 30.00 31.00 

 NDS lower room 17.50 18.00 
 

 2013/14 2014/15 

KGV Football Pitch 
Adult matches 

Adult training 
Juniors 

 
36.00 

15.00 
16.00 

 
37.00 

15.50 
16.50 

Tennis Courts – hire per court per hour 

Adults 
Juniors 

 

 
4.50 

2.20 

 

 
5.00 

2.50 
 

2014/419  MUGA on school site (minute 2014/409) 
Cllr Kay reported that he had drafted a letter to SDC, enclosing a copy of a letter he had received in 
2008 from Karen Toole SDC confirming that the interest accrued on the original S106 money for the 
building of a MUGA at Forest Green would be added to the final figure when the S106 funding was 
released. This would be signed by the Mayor.  The Clerk confirmed that she had written to inform the 
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Diocese of NTC’s decision regarding a possible lease for the siting of a MUGA on the primary school 
playground. 
 
2014/420  NORTON WOOD 
The Clerk read out an update from Mr Will Wilkinson Charlton Abbotts Forestry on squirrel control in 
the wood. So far a total of 8 squirrels had been trapped and despatched, which Mr Wilkinson had 
indicated was a good result. He had recommended two further tranches before the traps were 
removed for the summer and that the operation be resumed in April 2015.  
 
It was agreed to proceed with two further tranches at an approximate total cost of £700.00, to be 
funded from the Nortonwood budget and designated funds.  
 
Cllr Kay reported that he had inspected the wooden field gate into to Norton Wood adjacent to Norton 
Ridge which had reportedly been used by riders of motorised bikes to gain access to the wood. Whilst 
no apparent damage had been caused to the wood so far, councillors agreed that this practice was 
undesirable on grounds of safety and public nuisance.  The Mayor read out a letter from a local 
resident expressing concern about the matter. The resident had apprehended motor-bikers in the wood 
who had pointed out that there was no sign prohibiting access for motorised vehicles.  Cllr Kay added 
that he had learned from a local resident that the gate was often left open and that it was in fact quite 
difficult to close.  
 
In discussion, the Clerk confirmed that it was not possible for the gate to be kept locked as it was on a 
public footpath.  She pointed out that this was the only access available for maintenance vehicles and 
reported that she had discussed the matter with Mr Wilkinson, who had suggested that one solution 
could be the erection of a collapsible metal post inside the gateway to prevent it being opened far 
enough to allow access by quad bikes. This would cost approximately £750 as it would need to be a tall 
post owing to the gradient of the ground. An alternative suggestion would be a kissing gate, which 
might be less expensive.  Councillors were concerned, however, that these measures might make 
access difficult for wheelchairs and pushchairs.  It was suggested that the gate be kept locked and a 
pedestrian gate installed with a stake to prevent its being opened sufficiently wide to admit 
motorcycles.  Cllr S Robinson opined that the suggested measures might not prevent the motorcycles 
using the wood as access was also possible from the cemetery as the wire fence at the boundary had 
been pulled down. 
 
After further discussion, the following was agreed: 
1. No motorised vehicles other that those authorised for maintenance purposes were  
    permitted in the wood. 
2. A sign stating ‘No Motorised Vehicles – Nailsworth Town Council’ be attached to the gate. 
3. The Clerk would investigate the provision of a more effective latch for the gate and also obtain  
    respective costings for the installation of a collapsible metal pole inside the gate, the installation of  
    a kissing gate and a suitable pedestrian gate with a metal pole restrictor. 
4. The Clerk would organise the repair of the fence on the boundary between Norton Wood and   
    the cemetery. 
 
2014/421  BUS SHELTER PROPOSALS FOR NAILSWORTH BUS STATION 
A bespoke design for a replacement bus shelter had been received from Mr David Austin and a 
commercial one had been provided by Mr Brian McGough SDC. Both had been previously circulated.   
  
In discussion, councillors acknowledged the architectural merit of Mr Austin’s design but felt it was 
vulnerable to vandalism and would be costly to repair. It was also suggested that Mr Austin’s design 
was less practical as, unlike the SDC design, not all the seating faced out into the bus station. 
Councillors appreciated Mr Austin’s offer of a site meeting but felt that the excellent drawings and 
ancillary information he had provided were more than adequate to enable them to take a decision. It 
was generally felt that the commercial shelter as proposed by SDC, whilst perhaps having less design 
appeal than Mr Austin’s, was robust with uncluttered lines and had the practical advantages of being 
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more resistant to vandalism and having all seating outward-facing towards the buses. Cllr Rahman, 
however, expressed a preference for Mr Austin’s design, feeling it was more appropriate for the local 
street scene. The Mayor stated that he had hoped that the materials for the proposed SDC shelter 
would be locally manufactured but that this had not been confirmed. Concern was expressed about the 
possibility that the recesses in the bus station wall, which would apparently remain behind SDC ‘s 
proposed shelter, would fill up with litter which would be difficult to clear.  
 
After further discussion and with majority support councillors agreed that they favoured the commercial 
design as set out in Item 3 of the quotation provided by SDC, on grounds of practicality and cost-

effectiveness,  and that this would be the Council’s recommendation. The Clerk was asked to request 
details from Mr Brian McGough SDC regarding the shelter’s precise location and adaptation to the wall 
behind, and to write to Mr Austin explaining that although the Council liked his design, it was felt to be 
inappropriate for the location on grounds of practicality. 
 
2014/422  REPORT OF MEETING WITH MR JOHN KAY GCC ON HIGHWAY MATTERS 
Cllr S Robinson reported that he and Cllr Duckworth had attended a useful and productive meeting with 
Mr John Kay GCC and County Cllr Binns at which various local highway matters had been discussed.  
He summarise the discussion as follows: 
 

• Mr Kay had stated that he felt it was too late to seek to discuss NTC’s suggestion for traffic 
management in Wood Lane with the developer of the Vicarage site, but he had agreed to 
monitor traffic movement in the area once the development had been completed.  

• Mr Kay had confirmed that GCC planned to install ‘yellow box’ crosshatching at the junction of 
Old Market and Springhill. He had explained that regulations would prohibit the same thing 
being done at Tabram’s Pitch as the crosshatching would be too close to the pedestrian 
crossing on the A46 outside Lloyd’s Bank.  

• GCC had surveyed the number of pedestrians crossing the A46 at Dunkirk and concluded that 
numbers were too low to warrant a pedestrian crossing at this location.  However, Cllr S 
Robinson reported that the A46 Group was planning to negotiate with Renishaws regarding 
possible funding towards a safe crossing point. The Group would also continue to press for a 20 
mph speed limit in the town and a 30 mph restriction on the double bend on the A46 at 
Inchbrook near the former Crown pub. Cllr Duckworth reported that he had noticed an 
increasing practice of introducing 20 mph limits in Bristol and other areas of the country. Mr Kay 
had confirmed that GCC would only consider this in areas where the current average speed limit 
was 24 mph or less.   

• Mr Kay had indicated that in his view Market Street might lend itself to some kind of pedestrian 
priority scheme but had advised that this should be considered as part of a strategy for the 
town as a whole.  He had suggested that NTC might consider undertaking a feasibility study 
and had explained that GCC’s contractors, Amey, had consultancy staff that might be able to 
assist. 

 
2014/423  REQUEST FOR ADOPTION OF POLICY TO SUPPORT PEDESTRIAN  
                   PRIORITISATION IN MARKET STREET AREA 
Cllr Kelly referred to a document he had produced last year containing suggestions for improving 
pedestrian safety in Market Street, which Council had supported in principle.  He hoped these could be 
adopted as Council policy and explained that he was now requesting that a Working Party be set up to 
produce a pre-feasibility study looking at procedures and costings, together with a  timetable for 
action, as the first phase of a larger town project. 
 
In discussion, Cllr Thorpe stated that she would have appreciated a written paper containing a clear 
overview of the aims of such a significant project. She was unclear as to how Cllr Kelly’s proposals 
related to the updating of the Town Plan.  Cllr Carter, however, felt that such a paper should be 
produced as a first objective of the working party.  The Mayor confirmed that the Town Plan Group, 
which consisted of himself, Cllrs Rahman and Kay and Mr Ian Crawley and Mr Chris Harmer, would be 
meeting at 2.30 pm on 14 May and that he would raise the matter of Market Street at this meeting. 
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Cllr Duckworth read out a communication from Ms Verity Simcox, President of Nailsworth Chamber of 
Trade and Commerce, stating that the Chamber would welcome measures to improve pedestrian safety 
and make shopping a more pleasant experience in Market Street as part of an overall plan to improve 
the town centre. 
 
After further discussion, it was agreed that a Working Party chaired by Cllr Kelly and consisting of Cllrs 
Elliott, Carter, Duckworth and Rahman be set up to investigate the early stage feasibility of pedestrian 
prioritisation improvements to the Market Street area. 
 
 
2014/424  MOTION ON FOODBANK PROVISION IN NAILSWORTH 
Cllr Kay introduced his motion deploring Central Government policies which had in his view led  
to the reliance of an increasing number of people on foodbanks.  He explained that he had been 
extremely concerned to learn that a foodbank storage facility had been established at Christ Church in 
Nailsworth as this demonstrated that there was a local demand for such facilities.  Cllr Kay stated that 
he had been morally outraged to read that over 13 million families nationally lived below the poverty 
line and that over 1 million had made use of foodbanks, many of whom were in low paid work rather 
than unemployed.  He felt that this situation was not the result of random circumstances but stemmed 
from a deliberate set of ideologically driven Coalition Government policies which had led to the 
demonisation of those who were in receipt of benefits.  He noted that 36 bishops had recently written 
to the Government demanding action to reduce poverty. Whilst acknowledging that individual 
councillors might choose to donate to the local foodbank and/or volunteer to help, Cllr Kay expressed 
the view that NTC as a body had a responsibility to promote the wellbeing of the town’s residents and 
that it was therefore appropriate for the Council to state publicly that the government policies which 
had led to the need for the foodbank storage facility in Nailsworth were unacceptable. 
 
Discussion ensued, with some councillors expressing concern that such a motion should be brought to 
Council given that NTC had no powers relating to this issue.  They felt it was a distraction from the real 
work of Council.  Some disliked the overtly political nature of the motion and felt that town and parish 
councils should take apolitical stances on national issues.  Some were of the view that the current need 
for foodbank provision was a consequence of the policies of successive governments, not just those of 
the Coalition.  Others, whilst agreeing with Cllr Kay’s view that it was right for the Council to take a 
stand on this issue, felt that the motion as worded could unintentionally imply criticism of Christ Church 
for hosting the foodbank storage facility. Cllr Kay assured councillors that this was not his intention and 
that he was happy to amend his motion accordingly.  Cllr Thorpe, whilst deploring the need for such a 
facility, stated that she had been glad to learn that 4 local families had been helped by the foodbank in 
the first 3 weeks of its Nailsworth operation. She understood that recent changes in welfare regulations 
had made some benefits harder to access and wondered whether users were receiving information 
regarding access to support from organisations such as the CAB, indicating that she proposed to 
discuss this with Mr Will Mansell, the Project Manager of Stroud District Foodbank. 
 
After further discussion, the following motion was proposed by Cllr Kay and seconded by Cllr S 
Robinson: 
 
‘Council is disappointed to learn that Christ Church is having to set up a stock of food for foodbank 
provision. We need to ask what kind of country is being fashioned under the auspices of our 
Conservative and Liberal Democrat government that it is willing to allow children and the vulnerable to 
starve.  We utterly condemn the practices that have led so  many of our people to rely on the 
assistance of foodbanks.’ 
 
On being put to the vote, voting was as follows: 4 in favour, 4 against and 1 abstention.  The motion 
was then passed on the Mayor’s casting vote. 
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2014/425 REMEDIAL WORK TO TREE AT GETHSEMANE 
An inspection report and quotation for remedial work to a beech tree on Council land above 
Gethsemane, Newmarket had been previously circulated.  Cllr S Robinson explained that extra funding 
to cover such work had been included in last year’s budget.  It was agreed that the recommended 
work be carried out at a cost of £845.00 plus VAT. 
 
2014/426  LAND AT WALKLEY WOOD – NTC BOUNDARY FENCING 
The Clerk had circulated a map of a section of Walkley Wood containing a small area of NTC owned 
land.  She explained that the owner of one of the properties had encroached on this area and, as this 
property was now for sale, advised that it would be prudent for the Council to assert its ownership 
by the erection of a fence to demarcate the boundary. This was agreed and the Clerk was asked to 
pursue the matter with a suitable contractor. The Mayor questioned whether this land had any benefit 
to the residents of Nailsworth and if not could be considered for sale. 
 
2014/427 CLARIFICATION OF NTC’S RIGHTS TO COMMENT ON PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
The Clerk explained that this item had been placed on the agenda at the Mayor’s request, as Council 
had previously decided to invite Mr Phil Skill of SDC Planning to attend a Council meeting to explain 
NTC’s rights to comment on planning applications.  However, on reflection, the Mayor considered that 
this was not necessary as Mr Skill had given a clear summary of this matter in an email which had been 
circulated to all councillors. This was agreed. 
*Cllrs Kay and Rahman left the meeting at this point. 
 
2014/428  CONSIDERATION OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED 
a)  S.14/0726/FUL  Land adjacent to Kensing, Newmarket Road 
     Create one two-bed flat and 2 two-bed maisonettes above, along with landscaping and parking 
     Comment   
     1.  We feel the roofing material is inappropriate. 
     2.  We are concerned about the inadequacy of parking arrangements in view of the already large  
          amount of parking in Newmarket Road. 
     3.  We feel the application represents over-development of the site. 
(b)  S. 14/0830/FUL  Yew Tree Cottage, Jubilee Road 
      Single storey rear and part side extension 
      No observations 
(c)  S.14/0819/HHOLD  Tanga, Burfords Ground, Windsoredge 
      Roof extensions/alterations, side extension and raised garden levels 
      No observations 
(d)  S14/0820/HHOLD  Highclere, Watledge Bank 
      Proposed conversion of existing garage to disabled persons’ living accommodation and  
      construction of new detached garage 
      No observations 
(e)  S.14/0948/TCA  Watledge House, Watledge Road 
      Removal, thinning and coppicing and other works to various trees# 
      No observations 
(f)  S.14/0887/TCA  Coopers Mill, Dunkirk Mills, Inchbrook 
     Coppice alder tree 
     No observations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
……………………………………………..                                                    …………………………………….   
Town Mayor                                                                                  Date   


