
 

NTC 05.11.13 

43 

NAILSWORTH TOWN COUNCIL 
MINUTES of the MEETING of Nailsworth Town Council 

(Environment Matters) 
held at the Town Hall, Nailsworth 
on Tuesday 5 November 2013 

 

Present 
 
 
 

 
  
   
* 
* 
 
* 
 
 

Cllr MP Robinson (Town Mayor) 
Cllr N Dart 
Cllr JL Duckworth 
Cllr A Elliott  
Cllr NI Kay 
Cllr MJ Kelly 
Cllr MM Rahman 
Cllr S Robinson 
Cllr SE Thorpe  

Present for part of the meeting  District Cllr E Sims 
 

Apologies     Cllr P Carter 

Non attendance  Cllr SM Reed 

 * denotes absence from part of the meeting 

 
 
2013/157  MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING 
The minutes of the meeting held on 15 October were approved and signed. 
 
2013/158  MATTERS ARISING FROM COUNCIL MINUTES 
It was agreed that the matters arising from each council meeting would be an agenda item for the 
next meeting. 
 
2013/159  Improvements to Nailsworth Bus Station (minute 2013/128) 
Cllr S Robinson reported that some residents of Hanover House had expressed to him their opposition 
to SDC’s proposal to reduce the number of bus bays from 3 to 2.  He had explained to them that NTC 
had expressed similar concerns to SDC.  
They were considering raising a petition and Cllr S Robinson had advised them that this should be 
sent direct to SDC Planning. In response to a question, the Clerk confirmed that it was her 
understanding that work to the bus station would not begin until the new year as planning consent 
had not yet been granted. 
 
2013/160 GCC proposals for highway improvements (minute 2013/130) 
Cllr S Robinson reported that County Cllr Binns had informed him that she and Richard Gray GCC had 
inspected the pavement outside the shops in Old Market and had concluded that no immediate repair 
work was required.  Cllr S Robinson had been surprised at this as he was aware that large puddles 
often formed, safety bollards had been knocked down and a protruding stopcock constituted a 
potential trip hazard. He understood that a resident had recently tripped and sustained cuts owing to 
the state of the pavement. He had discussed the matter with staff in the Old Market shops and had 
advised them to inform GCC and Cllr Binns of if any further accidents occurred and to copy NTC into 
any such communications. 
 
Cllr S Robinson stated that he had been disappointed to learn from Cllr Binns that though some of 
her local highways budget allocation had been put towards weed killing and pothole clearance in 
Norton Wood, most had been spent on resurfacing to Hay Lane, Horsley. He felt that there should 
have been more consultation with NTC regarding the allocation of this money. 
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2013/161 Proposed Nailsworth Community Land Trust (minute 2013/138) 
Cllr Duckworth reported that the second public meeting about the CLT would take place on Monday 
11 November at 7 pm in the Arkell Centre. Following this the next meeting would look to appoint a 
Steering Group. 
 
2013/162  BUDGET OUT TURN AND REVISION 2013/14 
The Clerk had previously circulated documents relating to the out turn for the year ending 31/03/13 
and transactions from 1/04/13 to 30/09/13, together with an updated version of the budget 
approved on 21 January 2013, to assist with the budget setting process. She explained that the first 
step in this process would be to revise the current budget in the light of the circulated figures.  In 
discussion, various revisions were approved to the current budget. It was agreed that the Clerk 
would circulate a revised working document for the budget 2014/15 incorporating the revisions 
agreed for 2013/14 and increasing standard revenue charges by approximately 2% for 2014/15.  
The Mayor advised that councillors should individually identify specific items they might wish to see 
included in next year’s budget and bring details, together with suggested figures, to the next Council 
meeting for discussion. 
 
Cllr S Robinson reported that an inspection of the KGV Field changing rooms had revealed a need for 
replacement windows.  The Mayor confirmed that this item would be placed on the agenda of the 
Council (Recreation) meeting to be held on 3 December for discussion. 
 
2013/163  NORTON WOOD ISSUES INCLUDING SQUIRREL CONTROL 
A report from Mr Will Wilkinson of Charlton Abbotts Forestry containing costed proposals for grey 
squirrel control in Norton Wood, previously circulated to all councillors, was discussed. The Mayor 
reminded members that they had previously agreed that some form of control was necessary owing 
to the extent of squirrel damage which had occurred in the wood, and had approved in principle Mr 
Wilkinson’s recommended method which involved the use of Kania traps. 
 
After discussion, it was agreed to undertake squirrel control with the provision of 3 Kania traps to be 
set and administered based on six 5-day visit blocks between November 2013 and April 2014. As 
precise costings were unclear, the Clerk was asked to contact Mr Wilkinson for clarification. The 
Mayor agreed to include information about the operation and an explanation of the reasons it was 
being carried out in his column in the December edition of Nailsworth News. 
 
The Mayor reported that, further to concerns raised by a Star Hill resident regarding trees bordering 
his property, Mr Wilkinson had carried out an inspection and reported that an elm tree was leaning 
heavily over the resident’s garden, leaving the roof of a garden room vulnerable to damage.  
Substantial squirrel damage had occurred to two nearby beech trees. 
 
Cllr Kay proposed, seconded by Cllr S Robinson and to unanimous support, that Charlton Abbotts 
Forestry be instructed to proceed with the removal of the elm tree and the damaged limbs of the two 
beech trees at a cost of £1,530. 
 
The Clerk reported that a quote of £2,325 had been received from Charlton Abbotts for work to trees 
identified as high and medium risk in its recent Safety Report on trees in Norton Wood. This was 
accepted. 
 
2013/164  WINTER MAINTENANCE ARRANGEMENTS 
Cllr Dart reported that he had discussed winter maintenance arrangements with Mr Nigel Cooke, the 
new Snow Warden for Nailsworth.  Mr Cooke was seeking funding from GCC for snow chains for the 
snowplough, which he operated.  Several volunteers had been enlisted to assist with his role. Cllr 
Dart outlined the arrangements for the storage of loose salt and hand salt spreaders. He had 
observed that the salt bins in the parish were generally well stocked.  Cllr Dart had been pleased to 
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learn that HMRC permitted the use of red diesel (untaxed) in vehicles being used expressly for 
snow clearance.  He confirmed that NTC had no budget for snow clearance as all supplies were 
provided by GCC and the work was done by volunteers. 
 
2013/165  CHRISTMAS LIGHTS 
The Clerk reported that a problem had emerged with 5 motifs usually displayed in Old Market. These 
would be repaired by the suppliers on 15 November. SDC had yet to repair its lamp post near Price’s 
Way steps which currently had no electricity supply.  If the supply was re-established it might be 
possible to attach an old motif to this post to illuminate Leves Corner and also to install an old motif 
above Nom Nom in Market Street.  Consideration should be given to budgeting to light the tree by 
the TIC for Christmas 2014. 
 
2013/166  MARKET STREET PEDESTRIANISATION PROPOSAL 
Cllr Kelly proposed the following motion, seconded by Cllr Kay: 
 
‘Council supports the investigation of options to make Market Street a pedestrian priority area, in 
particular for people with mobility issues.  Council will consult fully with traders and residents in the 
street, with the wider community and with our County Councillor and County Highways.’  
 
In support of his motion, Cllr Kelly presented a report, previously circulated, containing background 
details and suggesting possible options for consideration. He had noted with pleasure the success of 
the occasional Market Street markets which involved the temporary closure of the street to vehicles, 
and this had led him to believe that the street’s potential to be a major draw to shoppers would be 
considerably enhanced if some form of permanent pedestrianisation were to be introduced. He had 
held informal discussions with some of the street’s traders who had stated that they had experienced 
increased footfall during the street markets.  Cllr Kelly reported that, owing to the narrowness of the 
highway, cars were frequently parked on the pavements, which were themselves narrow. This could 
present access problems for pedestrians, especially for those with limited mobility, and act as a 
deterrent to potential shoppers.   
 
In discussion, councillors expressed support in principle for some form of pedestrian priority for 
Market Street, whilst acknowledging that deliveries to and collections from the street’s businesses 
would need to be accommodated, and that the interests of all those affected, including residents and 
drivers, should be taken into account.  The Clerk confirmed that in the past, proposals to 
pedestrianise the street had foundered on a lack of consensus among traders, as GCC had been 
unwilling to pursue such a scheme without the full support of those traders who would be directly 
affected. However, this situation might have changed.  She advised that it would be prudent to seek 
GCC’s views at an early stage as any proposals would have implications for traffic in Butcher Hill’s 
Lane and for traffic flows in the town as a whole. 
 
When put to the vote, the motion was passed with unanimous support.  Cllr Kelly agreed to seek to 
arrange a meeting with Market Street traders and other interested parties to progress the initiative. 
 
2013/167  IMPROVED ACCESSIBILITY TO FOOTPATHS 
Cllr Kay reported on an initiative known as ‘Walkers are Welcome’, adopted by a network of around 
100 parishes across the UK, including Kings Stanley and Dursley.  To gain accreditation under the 
scheme parishes had to demonstrate that local footpaths were well maintained and signposted.  Cllr 
Kay recommended that NTC consider joining the network and suggested that Mr Mike Brinkworth of 
the Cotswold Voluntary Wardens and Mrs Pam Browne of Nailsworth Health Partnership be asked if 
they were willing to investigate the process.  Cllr S Robinson reported that he had recently been 
approached by a local resident regarding this initiative and had already discussed with Pam Browne 
and Ros John the possibility of forming a group to take it forward. He understood that the scheme 
encouraged local businesses, for example cafes, to become involved. 
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Councillors agreed to support the proposal to pursue ‘Walkers are Welcome’ status for Nailsworth 
and Cllr Carter agreed to liaise with traders and walkers and to seek to arrange an initial meeting to 
pursue the initiative. 
 
2013/168  PROJECTS FOR LEYHILL PRISON 
The Clerk reported that she had received a communication from Leyhill Prison offering the services of 
prisoners for local community projects as part of its ‘Through the Gate’ scheme. Cllr Duckworth 
suggested that litter clearance on footpaths in Forest Green, particularly in the Lawnside/Bunting 
Way area, would be an appropriate project and the Clerk agreed to respond accordingly.  Cllr Elliott 
agreed to ask Forest Green Residents’ Association for further suggestions for suitable projects.  It 
was noted that this labour was offered free of charge but it was understood that the prison did not 
provide equipment. 
 
2013/169  ACCESS ISSUES TO HANOVER FOOTPATH 
The Mayor reported that some access problems were being experienced by local residents when 
negotiating the footpath from Hanover Gardens near Brutons Yard owing to parked vehicles 
sometimes over-hanging the path.  He had produced a sketch-map of the site which had been 
previously circulated.  The Clerk confirmed that no right of way existed over Brutons land.  
Councillors found it difficult to assess the nature of the problem from the sketch-map alone so it was 
agreed to defer consideration of this matter to the next meeting in order to allow councillors to 
inspect the site. 
 
2013/170  REDUCTION IN STREET LIGHTING AT LAWNSIDE 
The Clerk had passed on NTC’s views on the proposal to reduce the level of street lighting at 
Lawnside to GCC and a response was awaited.  
 
2013/171  LIME TREE ON FOREST GREEN GREEN 
The Clerk reported that having been sent a copy of the inspection report the residents concerned had 
written to ask what action NTC was proposing to take regarding the tree. The Clerk reminded 
councillors that the report indicated that whilst the tree currently presented no hazard it could 
potentially be a danger in the future. She confirmed that the tree, though a good specimen, had self-
seeded on the edge of a bank and had grown very large, over-shadowing adjacent properties. 
 
In discussion, councillors acknowledged the residents’ concerns but no decision was taken as some 
councillors wished to visit the site.  The Clerk was asked to check whether the tree was protected by 
a TPO and to seek advice from the SDC Tree Officer.  
 
2013/172 POSSIBLE SAFETY INSPECTION REPORT ON TOWN COUNCIL LAND 
The Clerk reported that Tree Maintenance had suggested NTC undertake a regular safety inspection 
of trees on Council land other than those in Norton Wood and Avening Road, which were 
subject to separate arrangements.  In discussion, councillors agreed they were satisfied with 
inspection measures already in place, so decided not to pursue the suggestion. 
 
2013/173  BUDGET ITEMS 
Cllr S Robinson reported that he understood that SDC’s Finance Committee was soon to discuss its 
policy for the distribution of Local Council Tax Support (LCTS) grant money which it was holding on 
behalf of those town and parish councils, such as NTC, which had opted not the take the grant. He 
understood that, in addition to its original proposal to allocate the grants for projects to be 
determined by the parishes concerned, SDC would be considering an alternative option which would 
specify that the monies could only be allocated to projects which were linked to jobs and economic 
growth. 
 
The Clerk confirmed that she had responded to SDC’s earlier consultation stating the Council’s 
preference that its share of the LTCS money be added to S106 funds being held on NTC’s behalf and 
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spent on the KGV play area.  Councillors were concerned that SDC appeared to be about to 
consider an alternative option and they were unclear whether town and parish councils had statutory 
powers to develop projects relating to jobs and growth. 
 
Cllr S Robinson agreed to contact SDC Cllr Geoff Wheeler to re-iterate NTC’s preference for the 
allocation of its share of LTCS money and to ask for confirmation that the law allowed town and 
parish councils to spend money on projects relating to jobs and growth.  
 
2013/174  FGRFC PLANNING APPLICATION S.13/1140/106R 
Cllr Kay reminded councillors that this application was due to be discussed at SDC’s Development 
Control meeting on 12 November.  Councillors confirmed their appreciation of Cllr Kay’s offer to 
represent NTC’s views at the meeting.  He agreed to notify SDC of his attendance. The Mayor agreed 
to speak to Cllr Carter to confirm his willingness, as SDC Ward Cllr for Nailsworth, also to represent 
NTC’s views at the meeting. 
*  Cllrs Elliott, Kay and Rahman left the meeting at this point. 

 
2013/175  CONSIDERATION OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED 
a)  S.13/2035/TPO  Swedish House, Spring Hill 
     Copper beech – lop lower branches 
     No observations 
 b)  S.13/2049/HHOLD  Dormers, Park Road 
      Erection of two-storey side extension 
      No observations 
 c)  S.13/2060/HHOLD  Hillside, Pike Lane 
      Loft conversion and installation of gables and rooflights 
      No observations 
 d)  S.13/2158/FUL  Land adjacent to 3 Olde Coach House, Bath Road 
     Erection of one dwelling 
     Object. 
     1. The scale of the proposed development is inappropriate and represents over-  
         development of the site 
     2. No provision is made for parking and this would lead to increasing pressure on  
         existing spaces in the town centre 
     3. The proposed development would be overbearing for neighbouring residents of  
         flats in Market Street. 
     e)  S.13/2218/DISCON  2 Orchard View, Shortwood Road 
          Discharge of condition 4 from planning permission S.13/1332/HHOLD 
          Cllr S Robinson declared an interest in this application and took no part in 
          the discussion. 
          No observations 
      f)  S.13/2220/HHOLD Yatesfield, Watledge Road 
           Replacement garage building with adjustments to garden area and drive to  
           allow access to drive 
           No observations 
      g)  S.13/2234/TPO Housemasters House, Beaudesert Park School, Box 
           Fell horse chestnut by sections to near ground level 
           No observations 
      h)   S.13/2245/LBC Pensile House, Pensile Road 
           Alterations including some internal demolitions, installation of rooflights and 
           replacement roof affecting the west areas at ground floor level. 
           No observations 
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      i)   S.13/2253/LBC  4 Old Bristol Road 
           New roof lights, replacement rear windows and door and minor internal alterations 
           Comment 
           We would hope that the proposed velux window would be in heritage (Victorian) style. 
      j)   S.13/2270/LBC Nailsworth Friends Meeting House, Quakers Close, Chestnut Hill 
           Adapt existing WC for wheelchair use 
           No observations 
      k)  S.13/2334/TCA  Egypt Mill, Stroud Road 
           Horse chestnut – removal of 4 lower primary branches to main/parent trunk and  
           reduction of branches hanging over main road to outside bridge line. Fell alder. 
           No observations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
………………………………………………                                            ……………………………………….. 
Chair                                                                                    Date 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


