
 

NTC 16 12 14 

66 

NAILSWORTH TOWN COUNCIL 
MINUTES of the MEETING of Nailsworth Town Council  

held at the Town Hall, Nailsworth 
on Tuesday 16 December 2014 

 

Present 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
* 
 
 

Cllr  MP Robinson (Town Mayor) 
Cllr J L Duckworth 
Cllr A Elliott 
Cllr NI Kay 
Cllr MJ Kelly 
Cllr MM Rahman 
Cllr SM Reed 

Apologies     Cllr S Robinson 
Cllr SE Thorpe 
District Cllr E Sims 
County Cllr DLM Binns 

Non attendance  Cllr N Dart 

* denotes absence from part of the  
   meeting 

  

 
2014/222  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
There were no declarations of interest. 
   
2014/223   CONSIDERATION OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED 

a S.14/2659/HHOLD  Vine Tree Cottage, Wood End Lane 
Erection of single storey extension to side, first floor terrace with new door from bedroom 
and external staircase 
No observations on planning application 
Comment: 
Please note that the title to part of the site shown within the curtilage of the property is in 
dispute. 

b S.14/2712/HHOLD  The Old Shop, Chestnut Hill 
Demolish the existing boundary wall and rebuild using natural Cotswold stone. Cover the 
existing bradstone front ground floor extension in lime render. Form an extension to  
provide internal staircase access to the existing annex and provide new external disabled 
access 
No observations 

c S.14/2601/FUL  Beaudesert Park School, Box 
Conversion of loft space to create new library, internal remodelling/refurbishment and 
construction of new dormer windows and roof-lights into roof space 
No observations 

 
2014/224  PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
There were no members of the public at the meeting. 
 
2014/225 MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETINGS 
The minutes of the meetings held on 18 November, 25 November and 2 December were 
approved and signed, subject to the following amendments: 

• minute 2014/202: addition of the sentence ‘Cllr Elliott reminded Cllr S Robinson 
that she had informed him of the Forest Green Residents’ Association consultation 
exercise’ to the end of the third paragraph 

• minute 2014/217:  addition of the phrase ‘and confirm the tax position’ to the 
end of the second paragraph to read ‘(the clerk) also agreed to research the 
history of the occupation of Hazelwood Bungalow and confirm the tax 
position’. 
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2014/226  Tribute to Cllr Paul Carter  (minute 2014/192) 
Cllr Duckworth, who had been unable to be present at the Council meeting of 18 
November, indicated his wish to endorse the sentiments expressed by his fellow 
councillors and added that the late Cllr Carter had made a big contribution to the 
Nailsworth community and would be sadly missed. 
 
2014/227  Response to changes in Stagecoach bus services to Forest Green  
                    area (minute 2014/204) 
Cllr Elliott reported that she had emailed Mr Alan Barrett GCC requesting an update on his 
negotiations with Stagecoach and was awaiting a response. 
 
2014/228  Changed start time for Council planning meeting (minute 
                     2014/208) 
Cllr Duckworth pointed out that as he had been unable to attend the previous full council 
meeting he had been unaware of the Council’s decision to change the start time of the 
Council planning meeting of 2 December from 7pm to 6.45 pm.  He requested that in 
future councillors be notified of such changes at the earliest opportunity. 
 
2014/229  Update on Save Nailsworth Valley campaign (minute 2014/22) 
Cllr Kay thanked the Council for its support for the Save Nailsworth Valley (SNV) campaign 
group and reported that a stall outside Morrisons run by the group had generated over 
200 further letters of objection to the Newland Homes planning application, making a total 
of over 800 objections to date.  Cllr Kay reported that the meeting of 8 December with Mr 
Ian Pople, SDC case officer, which he had attended with fellow representatives of NTC 
and members of the SNV group, had been positive and constructive.  It was agreed that 
Cllr Kay would represent NTC’s views on the planning application at the SDC Development 
Control Sub-Committee meeting to be held on 13 January at 6pm.  Cllr Kay agreed to 
circulate all councillors with his proposed comments prior to the meeting. 
 
2014/230  REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
No county or district councillors were present at the meeting. 
 
2014/231  REPORT FROM TOWN MAYOR 
The Mayor reported that he had ‘organised for Santa to attend’ the recent Forest Green 
Residents’ Association family Christmas party at the Arkell Community Centre, where a 
good time had been experienced by all.  He would be reading one of the lessons at the 
Town Carol Service to be held on Sunday 21 December at 6pm at St George’s Parish 
Church. 
 
Cllr Kay thanked the Mayor on behalf of the local branch of the Royal British Legion for his 
support for the Remembrance Day ceremony.  
 
2014/232  REPORT FROM DEPUTY MAYOR 
Cllr Duckworth reported on his recent attendance, together with Cllrs S Robinson, Kelly 
and Kay, at a ‘Planning Explained’ meeting organised by GAPTC which involved a 
presentation on the benefits of Neighbourhood Plans. Cllr Duckworth had been 
encouraged to learn that such plans, which were statutory documents, were designed to 
go beyond a focus on housing needs to encompass local industry, commerce and 
employment. He had consequently come to the view that a Neighbourhood Plan for 
Nailsworth was well worth considering as it could help protect local industry and 
employment opportunities.  Cllr Kay, whilst agreeing that a Neighbourhood Plan for 
Nailsworth could be very useful, pointed out that the presenters were from an 
organisation which specialised in assisting local authorities with developing such plans so 
may have particularly emphasised their advantages.  



 

NTC 16 12 14 

68 

 
 
After discussion, it was agreed that the possible development of Neighbourhood Plan for 
Nailsworth would be placed on the agenda for the full Council meeting on 20 January. 
 
Cllr Duckworth reported on his attendance at a reception at Calcott Manor held to thank 
those who had supported the campaign to oppose the planning application for a 
biodigester a The Old Dairy, Chavenage. 
 
Cllr Duckworth reported that the Nailsworth Community Land Trust Steering Group had 
appointed GCP Architects of Bristol, a company with considerable expertise in designing 
sustainable buildings and encouraging community engagement, to work in conjunction 
with Aster Homes on the CLT’s affordable housing project on the Lawnside garage site. A 
public meeting had been held to update local people on the project and to celebrate what 
had been achieved in a relatively short time.  The ClT’s aims for 2015 were to increase its 
membership, to have the scheme approved by local referendum and to start building 
before the end of the year, and to begin planning for a second project.  Cllr Kay 
congratulated the CLT steering group for its efforts and thanked District Cllr S Robinson 
for his support in obtaining the garage site from SDC. 
 
2014/233  REPORT FROM TOWN CLERK 
The Clerk reported that GCC would be holding a focus group meeting as part of its 
‘Meeting the Challenge’ budget reduction consultation exercise on 8 January at Shire Hall.  
All councillors were welcome to attend. 
 
Cllr Kay commented that he feared that GCC funding cuts would hit local services that 
NTC considered to be very important, such as library provision.  He felt that the Council 
should have a strategy to protect such services and suggested that consideration be given 
to increasing NTC’s free reserves for such a purpose. Cllr Kay indicated that he planned to 
bring up this matter at a future Council meeting. 
 
The Clerk had been informed that the Planning Inspector had resumed his examination of 
SDC’s draft Local Plan and that the deadline for public comments was 12 noon on 16 
January 2015.  
 
2014/234  REPORT FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES 
Cllr Elliott was pleased to report that she had been able to complete the new rota for 
staffing the reception area for the weekly CAB advice sessions at the Arkell Centre as 
sufficient volunteers had now come forward.   
 
Cllr Elliott reported that she had that evening handed the Mayor an envelope containing 
the results of the Forest Green Residents’ Association recent consultation exercise. 
 
Cllr Duckworth reported on the activities of the Chamber of Trade.  The monthly Farmers’ 
Market would take place on 20 December with a full complement of stalls plus seasonal 
entertainment. Cllr Duckworth reminded councillors that the late Cllr Carter had played a 
key role in setting up and dismantling the stalls every month and reported that Mr 
Rowland Blackwell would appreciate any offers of help.   The results of the Christmas 
Window competition would be published shortly in the Stroud News and Journal and  
successful entries to the Chamber’s  ‘Christmas pudding spotting’ competition in local 
shops would be entered in a prize draw. 
 
The Mayor reported on his attendance at a recent meeting of Gloucestershire Chartered 
Parishes.  A representative of GCC Highways had been present. 
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2014/235   COUNCIL RISK ASSESSMENTS 
There was nothing to report.  
 
2014/236   REPORT OF RECREATION AND AMENITIES COMMITTEE 
The minutes of the meeting of the Recreation and Amenities Committee held on 2 
December 2014 were approved and signed, subject to the following corrections: 

• minute entitled ‘Miles Marling Field’: ‘South Gloucestershire District Council’ to be 
amended to read ‘South Gloucestershire Council’ 

• minute entitled ‘Nailsworth Recreation Centre: draft agreement with Nailsworth 
Primary School: first sentence amended to read ‘Mr Ian Crawley had produced a 
draft agreement between Nailsworth Primary School and NTC for the use of 
Nailsworth Recreation Centre (NRC) outside extended school hours, which had 
been circulated to Committee members’ 

• the recommendation regarding the lease on the Miles Marling Field be amended to 
read: ‘that the lease with SDC for the bottom half of the Miles Marling field be 
renewed at an annual rent of £100’. 

 
The Mayor reported that he had investigated the invoice and he confirmed that it would 
not be appropriate for the Council to make an insurance claim for the repairs to the 
Town Hall kitchen as most of the items would not qualify.  He reported that, subject to 
some minor alterations, the specification for the refurbishment of the ground floor 
gents’ and disabled toilets would be put out to tender with the work planned to take 
place in August 2015. 
 
The Mayor reported that the prospective tenant for the KGV Pavilion had withdrawn his 
offer as he had discovered on further investigation that the building was unsuitable for his 
purposes. The new outdoor gym equipment had been installed in the KGV field. 
 
The Mayor reported that Cllr Thorpe had met with Mrs Claire Uzzell to discuss the latter’s 
request for permission to place a memorial bench in Cossack Square for one of her former 
employees, the late Jinny-Mae Cook.  He understood that Ms Uzzell was now considering 
some form of street art and would be contacting the Council in due course with her ideas. 
 
The Mayor reported that a letter from NTC to Forest Green Residents’ Association 
regarding the location of the MUGA had been drafted and that he would liaise with Cllr 
Thorpe prior to it being sent. 
 
RESOLVED             that the lease with SDC for the bottom half of the Miles 
                              Marling field be renewed at an annual rent of £100. 
 
It was agreed that consideration of the Committee’s recommendation to adopt and 
sign the draft agreement with Nailsworth Primary School for the use of the Nailsworth 
Recreation Centre outside school hours be deferred to the Council meeting on 20 
January 2015 to enable councillors who were not members of the Commiteee to 
study the draft document prior to the meeting.  
 
2014/237  ACCOUNTS 

RESOLVED that the list of accounts for 16 December 2014 amounting to  
                      £18,670.67 be approved for payment. 

Referring to Item 282, the Clerk explained that it had proved necessary to replace exterior 
electrical boxes outside the Town Hall and the Mortimer Room as the old ones were 
incompatible with the new LED lights which had been purchased for the Christmas trees 
outside these buildings. In response to a question, she confirmed that Item 297 referred 
to the refunding of petty cash on postage and the Christmas trees purchased from the 
Chamber of Trade. 
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2014/238  WHIPP’S LANE, WATLEDGE  
The Clerk had circulated all councillors with GCC’s notification of its intention to modify the 
Definitive Map and Statement for the area to show Whipp’s Lane, Watledge to 
Pinfarthings, as an additional byway open to all traffic (BOAT).  NTC had been invited to 
make representations on the matter to GCC by 8 January 2015. The Clerk explained that 
GCC had confirmed in June 2008 that vehicular rights of access existed in Whipp’s Lane 
and was now proposing to formally confirm it as a BOAT. 
 
The Mayor reported that he had received three communications from residents of 
Watledge expressing strong concern about the proposed modification.  In discussion, 
councillors could see no benefit to local residents in vehicular access to this narrow lane, 
which was well used by pedestrians, and they feared that such access would severely 
damage the surface and create a hazard to pedestrian and equestrian traffic, particularly 
as GCC would be unlikely to maintain it. 
 
After further discussion, Cllr M Robinson proposed, seconded by Cllr Kay that NTC should 
oppose the order and make the following representations to GCC with a copy to the local 
MP: 
1.  The surface of Whipp’s Lane is highly unsuitable for motorised vehicles, as it  
     becomes badly eroded in wet weather. 
2.  The Council can see no benefit to Nailsworth residents in the proposed designation 
     and there has been considerable local opposition. 
3.  There is long established custom and practice for the use of this lane as a pedestrian 
     route from the cycle trail/Watledge to Minchinhampton Common, and the path  
     was also used by livestock.  The safety of pedestrians and animals would be severely 
     compromised if the lane was open to motorised vehicles. 
 
2014/239  TOWN ACTION PLAN 
Allocation of responsibilities for items identified in the Town Action Plan were confirmed as 
follows: 
New Affordable Housing for Local People – activity of the Nailsworth CLT is meeting 
the initial aims and will continue to do so.  Cllr Duckworth confirmed that NTC councillors, 
whilst represented on the Nailsworth CLT Steering Group, would be ineligible to sit on the 
CLT Board once established. 
A Safer Town for All – Environment Committee. 
Improving Facilities for Recreation and Leisure – Recreation and Amenities 
Committee. 
Providing allotments – Environment Committee. 
A Centre for the Arts/A Civic Centre - discussion ensued on possible ways of 
progressing the Town Plan’s aspirations for a new Civic Centre and Centre for the Arts.  It 
was agreed that these two projects were linked and after further discussion it was agreed 
to set up a committee of Council with the working title of ‘Civic Centre 
Committee’ to consider both projects, chaired by Cllr M Robinson and consisting of 
Cllrs Duckworth, Kelly, Elliott and Reed.  It was agreed that the meetings of the 
committee would be staffed alternately by the Clerk and Mrs Sue Nicholson and would 
meet initially on Tuesday 24 February 2014 at 7 pm. The Mayor would liaise with the Clerk 
to draft an agenda for the first meeting. 
* Cllr Kay left the meeting during discussion of the above item. 
 
2014/240  MEMORIAL TO PAUL CARTER 
Cllr Kelly asked that consideration be given to the provision of some kind of lasting 
memorial to the late Cllr Paul Carter.  Cllr Kelly suggested that NTC should consider 
providing an appropriate memorial and indicated a range of possible ideas. 
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The Clerk advised that in the past memorials to late councillors had been funded by 
public subscription as the Council’s powers to allocate public funds to such projects were 
severely limited.  Cllr Elliott reported that she had taken advice from Ms Kim Bedford 
GAPTC who had indicated that there was a possible avenue for councils to fund  
memorials to deceased councillors, but had cautioned against setting a precedent. 
 
Cllr Reed suggested that the best course of action would be for a councillor to take on the 
role of collection public subscriptions to which councillors could contribute as individuals. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding appropriate types of memorial, during which it was agreed 
that an annual award for services to the community would not be suitable as this already 
existed in the form of the Town Shield.  Other options discussed included planting a maple 
tree or placing a bench on Minchinhampton Common, or the possibility of naming the new 
KGV boules court or the proposed CLT housing development after Cllr Carter.  Cllr Kelly 
undertook to discuss these suggestions with Mrs Carter and to report back in due course. 
 
2014/241  LAND REGISTRY – NOTIFICATION OF ADVERSE POSSESSION 
                   APPLICATION ON LAND AT BUNTING HILL 
The Land Registry had received a claim by the resident of Vine Tree Cottage to the title to 
an area of Council owned land by adverse possession. Copies of the notification had been 
previously circulated to all councillors and the deadline for response was 24 December. 
 
The Clerk reported that she had inspected the area in question, which was small, 
consisting of a steep bank which had been fenced and used as part of the garden of the 
property. The Mayor, who had also visited the site, added his confirmation. 
 
In discussion, councillors felt it that the Council should seek to protect the green spaces in 
its ownership and were concerned at the possibility of setting a precedent.  It was 
therefore agreed to object to the claim for adverse possession  
 
The Clerk added that the whole area was thick with scrub trees, some with heavy ivy 
growth, and appeared somewhat neglected. She suggested that councillors might wish to 
inspect the location from the path above and advised that a safety inspection be carried 
out.  Additionally, a resident of a nearby property, Vale View, had expressed concern 
about trees on her boundary and the Clerk was arranging to meet with the Council’s 
contractors on site to establish which trees were indicated.  It was agreed to refer the 
issue of maintenance of the area in question to the next meeting of the Environment 
Committee. 
 
2014/242  ENGLISH HERITAGE – PROPOSED LISTING OF WAR MEMORIALS 
The Clerk had received a communication from English Heritage, which she had circulated 
to all councillors, stating its intention to add the War Memorial Cross and Clock Tower to 
the National Heritage List for England and seeking the Council’s comments on the 
architectural and historical interest of these structures. 
 
The Clerk advised that some of the information supplied by English Heritage regarding the 
history and previous siting of the Clock Tower was inaccurate and she was asked to 
respond to English Heritage noting the proposed listings and correcting the inaccuracies in 
the description.  Cllr Duckworth commented that he understood that any listing of the 
Clock Tower would also include the Clock Tower gardens. 
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2014/243  GCC – road closures 12 Jan-31 March for construction of cattle 
                   grids  rear Bownham  Park, Giddynap Lane, The Street, Kingscourt,  
                   Avening Road to Balls Green 
The road closure orders, previously circulated to all councillors, were noted.  Cllr 
Duckworth reported that he had checked with GCC and could confirm that there was no 
intention to close all the roads simultaneously.  He had posted the timetable for closures 
on the NTC website. 
 
2014/244  SDC – annual meeting with Parish and Town councils – 19 February  
                   2014 
The Mayor reported that he would be attending the meeting, which would include a 
planning forum. 
 
2014/245  Nailsworth Health Partnership - letter of support for potential  
                   Befriending Scheme in Nailsworth 
The Clerk reported that Cllr Thorpe had contacted a representative of the Befriending 
Scheme to invite her to attend a Council meeting but had been informed that the 
organisation concerned had been successful in obtaining funding for a Nailsworth scheme 
from another source so was no longer requesting a grant from NTC.  Councillors welcomed 
the introduction of a Befriending Scheme for elderly and isolated people in Nailsworth. 
 
2014/246  Residents of ‘Mill Bank’ – concerns about road safety at bottom of ‘W’ 
The Clerk read out an email from the  residents of ‘Mill Bank’ asking for NTC’s support for 
their request to GCC for a barrier to be erected at the bottom of the ‘W’ to prevent vehicles 
hitting their wall, as had happened on previous occasions.  The matter was referred to the 
Environment Committee for consideration. 
 
2014/247  SDC – change to planning law affecting developer contributions for  
                   small scale development 
The information, previously circulated to all councillors, was noted. The Clerk reported that 
Cllr Thorpe was concerned that the change in planning law, which exempted developments 
of 10 units or less from the obligation to provide a proportion of affordable dwellings and/or 
tariff style contributions, could affect the S106 agreement relating to the Vicarage 
development.  Cllr Thorpe had contacted Krista Harris SDC who had agreed to investigate. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
……………………………………..                                                     …………………………….. 
Town Mayor                                                                          Date 
 

 
 
 


