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NAILSWORTH TOWN COUNCIL 
MINUTES of the MEETING of Nailsworth Town Council 

held at the Town Hall, Nailsworth 
on Tuesday 3 December2013 

Present 
 
 
 

 
   

 
 
 

Cllr MP Robinson 
Cllr P Carter 
Cllr N Dart 
Cllr JL Duckworth  
Cllr MJ Kelly 
Cllr MM Rahman 
Cllr S Robinson 
Cllr SE Thorpe 

Present for part of the meeting  Mr John Davis (planning application S.13/2475/HHOLD) 
 

Apologies     Cllr A Elliott 
Cllr SM Reed 

Non attendance  Cllr NI Kay 

 
2013/208  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 
2013/209  MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING 
The minutes of the meeting held on 19 November 2013 were approved and signed, subject to the 
deletion of the sentence ‘Details of the Action Group’s latest activities had been posted on the NTC 
website’ from minute 2013/190. 
 
2013/210  Market Street pedestrianisation proposal (minute 2013/181) 
It was agreed that the phrase ‘pedestrian priority’ would be used in future to refer to this possible 
scheme. 
 
2013/211  Access issues to Hanover footpath (minute 2013/183) 
The Mayor indicated that he wished to be involved with the proposed inspection of the site. 
 
2013/212  FGRFC planning application S.13/1140/106R (minute 2013/185) 
The Mayor reported that he had been contacted by Ms Katherine Kearns from the organisation 
‘GoGrow’ who had informed him that she had previously suggested ideas for community use to 
FGRFC regarding the section of land at the club which was currently seeking to have removed from 
the S106 agreement.  Councillors felt that it was important that this matter be drawn to the attention 
of SDC Planning as evidence of community interest in the site and the Mayor agreed to respond to 
Ms Kearns encouraging her to make representations to SDC and if possible to attend the relevant 
meeting of the Development Control Committee to outline Go-Grow’s ideas. 
 
2013/213  Setwell, Walkley Wood (minute 2013/213) 
The Clerk reported that she had received a letter from the owner of Setwell requesting information 
over the ownership of land at Walkley Lane. She was asked to respond suggesting that he contact 
Gloucestershire Records Office where the documents he sought were likely to be lodged. 
 
2013/214  Proposed Nailsworth Community Land Trust (minute 2013/191) 
It was agreed that the CLT Steering Group could hold its meetings in the Council Chamber on 
condition that at one NTC councillor was present at all meetings. Cllr Duckworth reported that the 
next CLT meeting was scheduled for 11 December at 7 pm. 
 
2013/215  Proposals for next year’s budget (minute 2013/192) 
It was agreed that a special meeting to consider budget proposals would be held on Monday 6 
January 2014 at 7.30 pm. 
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2013/216  Consideration of grant applications (minute 2013/194) 
The Clerk confirmed that a representative of Stroud Valleys Project would be attending the Council 
meeting on 21 January 2014 to give a brief presentation on the work of this organisation in the 
parish. 
 
2013/217  Nailsworth Action Plan (minute 2013/195) 
It was unclear whether Cllrs Kay, Elliott and Reed had been able to meet to progress this matter. 
 
2013/218  KGV play area renovation (minute 2013/196) 
Councillors were pleased to learn that SDC had confirmed the release of S.106 money to help fund 
the renovation of the play area.  Cllr Carter reported that he had seen some fencing in Wotton-
Under-Edge which he felt might be suitable for the play area. However, after discussion, it was 
agreed to proceed with the standard safety fencing recommended by the contractors, as previously 
agreed. 
 
2013/219  Ownership of land at Carters Way  (minute1023/198) 
The Clerk confirmed that she had sent a correct version of the plan showing the land in question to 
JJH Homes’ solicitors.  Hopefully this would be sufficient for the solicitors to clarify ownership.  In 
response to a question, she confirmed that the sum of £250 quoted by the solicitors to open a file on 
the land in order to investigate ownership, should this prove necessary, was a minimum amount and 
that this had been approved by the Council at its previous meeting. 
 
2013/220  Vandalism in bus station toilets (minute 2013/205) 
Cllr S Robinson reported that he had been contacted by a resident who was concerned that SDC had 
changed the opening time of the toilets from 8 am to 9 am.  Cllr S Robinson agreed to pass her 
comments on to Cllr Kay and to Jenni Parsons SDC. 
 
2013/221  UPDATE ON KGV PAVILION – FLOOR REPAIR 
The Clerk had received a quotation of £387.00 for repairs to the hole in the floor of the KGV pavilion 
entrance lobby. This was accepted. She explained that the cost could be higher if it proved 
necessary to replace some joists.   
 
2013/222  UPDATE ON KGV CHANGING ROOMS MAINTENANCE 
Cllr S Robinson reported that he had obtained a guide price of £1500 for 3 new UPVC windows for 
the changing rooms and he suggested that the Council proceed to obtain 3 quotations for the work.  
However, some councillors felt it would be preferable to have the whole building surveyed prior to 
any work on the windows being commissioned.  The Clerk confirmed that the Council had already 
agreed to install heaters in the building to prevent the pipes freezing in the winter, and also to have a 
rotten hatch removed.  Whilst recognising the need to maintain and improve the building, councillors 
were aware of the size limitations of the KGV pitch, which precluded its use for higher league 
matches, and felt that it was therefore important to ensure that the changing rooms were not of a 
higher standard than necessary for the standard of football played. 
 
After further discussion it was agreed to continue with installing the heaters and removing the rotten 
hatch.  Cllrs S Robinson and the Mayor undertook to liaise to research possible sources of funding, 
such as Sport England, for repairs to the changing rooms and Cllr Duckworth agreed to forward them 
contact details of the Football Foundation. 
 

The Clerk reported that she had received an enquiry from Minchinhampton Rangers FC about the 
possibility of using the KGV pitch for its under 13s eleven a side team. The Clerk was asked to 
respond accepting the request in principle as long as the days and times of matches did not conflict 
with existing fixtures. 
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2013/223 KGV FIELD – RIGHT OF ACCESS 
The Clerk reported that contractors working on the housing development at the Vicarage had erected 
fencing blocking off the footpath which formed the access point to the KGV field from Avening Road.  
She had raised the matter with the Church authority who had seemed to be unaware of the Council’s 
right of access to the field at this point.  In discussion, councillors stated that they could see no 
justification for the blanket loss of its right of way over the footpath for the duration of the 
development of the site, whilst recognising that it might be necessary for it to be closed for safety 
reasons for short periods to enable essential works such as tree felling and road building to take 
place.  The Clerk was asked to write accordingly to the Church authorities, enclosing a copy of the 
conveyance and requesting that access to the footpath be reinstated as soon as possible. 
 
2013/224  TOWN HALL –MAINTENANCE 
In response to a question, the Clerk confirmed Ruskin Mill had yet to arrange repair of a hole in the 
wall of the Main Hall which had been made several months ago by a student. Councillors felt that the 
delay was unacceptable and the Clerk undertook to pursue this as a matter of urgency with Ruskin 
Mill. 
 
2013/225  MORTIMER ROOM UPDATE – ROOF 
The Clerk reported that a section of the shared Library/Mortimer Room entrance hall roof was leaking 
and NTC would be required to make a small contribution towards the cost of repair.  Whilst the 
Mortimer Room itself appeared to be unaffected, the surveyor had offered to report on the state of 
the Mortimer Room roof at no cost to the council.  The Clerk was asked to respond accepting this 
offer.  The Library was also planning to fit cavity wall insulation and had suggested that NTC might 
like to consider insulating the Mortimer Room at the same time.  This was considered a good idea 
and the Clerk was asked to obtain an indication of cost. 
 
2013/226 CHILDREN’S PLAY AREAS 
Cllr Thorpe reported that feedback from a survey carried out earlier in the year in association with 
the Town Plan, and discussions with members of Nailsworth Youth Club, had indicated that local 
teenagers would appreciate a small MUGA style surface and fitness equipment in the Miles Marling 
field. She understood that Sport England could potentially give grant aid to projects of this nature. It 
was agreed that Cllr Thorpe would investigate suitable surfaces and equipment, with costings, and 
report back. 
 
2013/227  TREE IN MORTIMER GARDENS 
A quotation from Tree Maintenance received some time ago for removing branches from a tree in 
Mortimer Gardens which was overgrowing a street light was considered.  The Clerk was asked to 
instruct the contractors to proceed with the work as per quote, with a maximum addition of 5%. 
 
2013/228  YOUTH REPORT 
Cllr S Robinson reported that Tracy Young had been working with Charlotte Galling SDC to provide a 
second series of Junior Warden activity sessions at Nailsworth Youth Club, to begin in the new year.  
Tracy was currently dealing with a group of young people with complex needs, many of whom were 
not attending or had been excluded from school.  It was pleasing to note that some members of the 
well-attended Friday evening Intermediate group (13 year olds) were helping with the Junior group 
at its Wednesday sessions.  A recent Curry Night at the club had raised £2,400 for club funds.  The 
Youth Club had received a grant of £5000 from GCC via SDC in 2012/13 but Cllr S Robinson 
understood that this would be reduced to £3,500 for 2013/14. He had been disappointed to learn 
that SDC proposed to allocate funding for youth work to a private company to develop Youth Forums, 
as he felt that this was would be of no direct benefit to Nailsworth youngsters. 
 
2013/229  IMPROVEMENTS TO NAILSWORTH BUS STATION 
It was noted that SDC had now received planning permission for its proposed improvements to the 
Bus Station.  Councillors were satisfied that NTC had followed appropriate procedures in inviting Mr 
Brian McGough SDC to a Council meeting to discuss the application in detail and subsequently 
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making representations to SDC Planning. Since these representations had been made, NTC had 
been copied into a letter from Stroud Civic Society to SDC commenting on the application and 
residents of Hanover House had also made comments to SDC. 
 
In discussion, councillors noted that from a planning perspective there appeared to be no grounds for 
objection, and that some aspects of the design could potentially enhance the use of the area as a 
Town Square.  However, disappointment was expressed that no feedback from SDC regarding the 
outcome of NTC’s discussions with Mr McGough had been received prior to the application being 
approved. Councillors were particularly keen to have input into the design and location of the new 
bus shelters. 
 
After further discussion, it was agreed that the Clerk would write to SDC indicating NTC’s wishes to 
be involved with ongoing discussions regarding the details of the project and to be consulted 
regarding the arrangements for the provision of temporary bus stops whilst the work was being 
carried out. 
 
2013/230   CONSIDERATION OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED 
 a) S.13/2475/HHOLD 1 Springhill Close 

     Proposed extension of living space to rear of house and new first floor bedroom over existing 
     ground floor kitchen. Conversion or existing garage to car port. 

     Standing orders were suspended at this point to enable Mr John Davis, a local resident, to  
     address the meeting. 

     Mr Davis gave a summary of the history of the site and outlined his concerns about the  

     proposed development. 
     Standing orders were resumed at this point. 
     After discussion, it was agreed to object to the application on the following grounds:  
     The proposed development is overbearing to neighbouring properties and would adversely 

     affect the character of this group of three houses.       
   b) S.13/2286/TCA Nailsworth Mills Estate, Avening Road 

     Felling of oak tree 

     No observations 
     Cllr Carter declared an interest in the above application and took no part in the discussion. 
   c)  S.13/2412/LBC  Laburnum Cottage, Watledge Road 
     Alterations to internal walls 

     No observations 

   d)  S.13/2426/HHOLD Lawnside, Springhill Crescent 
     Retrospective application for two gables and proposed application for one gable to replace  

     existing flat roof 
     No observations 

   e) S.13/2455/FUL Land adjacent to Gracedale, Old Bristol Road 
      Demolition of garaging and erection of building containing four flats 

      Object 

      The proposed development is overbearing to neighbouring properties and represents over- 
      development of the site. There is inadequate parking provision for the existing property and  

      the proposed new flats. 
    f) S.13/2504/TCA Yatesfield, Watledge Road 

       Reduce height to sycamore, yew, thuja and field maple; remove holly and pollard field maple 

       No comment 
    g) S.13/2529/FUL  Prices Mill Surgery, Newmarket Road 

        Installation of solar pv panels 
        Support 

    h) S.13/2551/DISCON  Penrhyn, Bath Road 

        Discharge of condition 3 of planning permission S.18/1873/HHOLD 
        No observations. 

 
 

…………………………………………….                                                      …………………………….. 

Town Mayor                                                                         Date 


