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    NAILSWORTH TOWN COUNCIL 
MINUTES of the MEETING of Nailsworth Town Council  

held at the Town Hall, Nailsworth 
on Tuesday 21 January 2014 

 

Present 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
* 
 
* 
 
 

Cllr  MP Robinson (Town Mayor) 
Cllr J L Duckworth 
Cllr P Carter 
Cllr A Elliott  
Cllr  N I Kay    
Cllr MM Rahman 
Cllr SM Reed 
Cllr S Robinson 

Also present for part of the 
meeting 

 Julie Wickham, Stroud Valleys Project 

Apologies     Cllr N Dart   County Cllr DLM Binns 
Cllr MJ Kelly   District Cllr E Simms 
     District Cllr RTH Blackwell 

 * denotes absence from part of the meeting 

 
2014/275  DECLARATIONS of INTEREST 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 
2014/276  PRESENTATION by JULIE WICKHAM, STROUD VALLEYS PROJECT 
Ms Wickham reported on recent projects undertaken by the group in Nailsworth: hedge laying at 
Ruskin Mill, garden clearance at Glendower, tree planting with Nailsworth Rotary Club.  The teams of 
volunteers included people with mental health problems, whose condition was helped through working 
on gardening projects (psychological assessments were undertaken), led by trained educationalists 
and landscapers with special sensitivity to ecology and wildlife management.  SVP worked for several 
P&TCs across the district.  £250 was charged for a day’s work, which included relevant insurances, 
recruitment etc, with materials extra.  The price could be negotiated for longer term service contracts.  
Interested people could join as ‘a Friend’.  This was a small 25-year-old charity which relied on 
donations and grants. 
A cross country run was planned and SVP would be leading the ‘wild garlic walk’ as part of this year’s 
Nailsworth Festival. 
Cllr Reed suggested SVP could help with a future school project to put up bee boxes in the Norton 
Wood orchard.  Cllr Thorpe confirmed SVP could help with planting, if NTC was able to obtain free 
sapling packs from the Woodland Trust. 
In response to a question from Cllr Carter, Ms Wickham advised that the Project’s objectives were 
working with people for the environment, encompassing education, ecology, wildlife, heritage and 
referred Cllrs to the annual report and website for more information. 
The Mayor thanked Ms Wickham for her concise overview of SVP’s activities and confirmed that the 
organisation’s grant application would be considered at a meeting on 18 February. 
 
2014/277  MINUTES of COUNCIL MEETINGs 
The minutes of the Council meeting held on 7 January and of the Special Council meeting held on 6 
January 2014 were approved and signed.   
 
2014/278  FGR-FC planning application S.13/1140/106R (minute 2013/257)  
Cllr Kay advised that the Development Control Committee had voted 4-1 in refusal of FGR-FC’s 
application to set aside its 106 obligations.  District Cllrs Simms and Carter had been particularly 
helpful in presenting NTC’s case.  The committee felt that insufficient consultation had been 
undertaken with NTC and residents on exploring the options.  Cllr Kay had tried to set up a meeting 
with Trevor Saunders FGR-FC who had shown no interest.  It was noted that SDC planning officers 
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had recommended the application for approval and that some local residents might welcome the 
Club providing additional parking, thus relieving congestion on their streets.  There appeared to be 
three options – 
a) Ask FGR-FC to gift an alternative piece of land to the school –  the bank beyond the proposed car 

park for a wildlife nature reserve? - which might encourage the School to release an area of school 
grounds for the creation of a MUGA . (A nature reserve should be more acceptable to neighbours 
who were concerned about noise and light pollution from a potential MUGA.)  It was noted that 
the Diocese remained completely uninterested in any land swop. 

b) Put forward a specific proposal for community use of the land, such as allotments or an orchard 
although this was unlikely to be of interest to FGR-FC. 

c) Ask FGR-FC to offer a sum of money instead of land, at least commensurate with what it would 
cost the Club to go to appeal ie £15k.  It was suggested the Club might be willing to make a 
financial gesture to be seen in a better light by residents, although local popularity had never 
seemed to be a major concern. 

 
Cllr Duckworth commented that FGR-FC was a valuable asset and employer for the town, and that the 
Club did not have much in the way of surplus land to give away.  Cllr S Robinson commended Cllr Kay 
on his efforts to lobby District Cllrs and prepare for the meeting. 
 
PROPOSED Cllr Kay proposed that a formal letter be sent inviting Mr Vince and Mr 

Saunders to a meeting, which the Mayor, Cllrs Kay and S Robinson would 
attend.  The motion was carried. 

 
Cllr Kay added that another obligation on FGR-FC had been to provide access to the stadium for 
community youth activities between 7 and 11pm; the Youth Club had written asking for this 
agreement to be honoured. 
 
2014/279  Vandalism in Bus Station toilets (minute 2013/258) 
A meeting with Jenni Parsons SDC had been proposed for 28 January at 11am.  Cllr Kay could attend, 
but the Clerk was asked to try and push this back, as Cllr Carter was not available until 12pm or later. 

 
*  Cllr Kay left the meeting. 
 
2014/280  A46 speed reduction signs (minute 2013/267) 
Cllr Duckworth reported that the action group had met the previous night and had identified locations 
for the 20mph signs.  In view of the large number of signs required Les Haines had suggested GCC 
might view more favourably the setting of a 20mph limit on the whole A46 section from the Town Hall 
to Egypt Mill.  A disappointing response to the petition had been received from GCC and the group 
would prepare a draft response. The petition for a pelican crossing had carried 900 signatures which 
was a good proportion of the 6500 total population, although apparently 5000 signatures were 
required before an appeal could be put before council.   
 
2014/281 TOWN PLAN UPDATE (minute 2013/269 
The Mayor and Cllrs Kay and Rahman had met with Elin Tattershall GRCC who had given much useful 
advice on moving the project forward.  A further meeting would take place the following day with Ian 
Crawley and Chris Harmer at 2pm in the Council Chamber. 
 
2014/282  LAND on NYMPSFIELD ROAD (minute 2013/272) 
Cllr Reed had located old maps which showed the Upper Logger grazing area and the adjoining grass 
verge as common land.  The site went back to the Old Hundreds (ie. originally a piece of land that 
could sustain 100 soldiers).   Norton Wood was identified as an ancient biomass.  Cllr Reed hoped to 
create a project for the Primary School to research and possibly adopt this parcel of land which was of 
historical interest.  Cllr Reed felt NTC was doing the right thing by mowing the verge as common land.   
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2014/283  BUDGET ESTIMATES for 2014/15 (minute 2013/253) 
Circumstances had changed since the NTC budget meeting held on 6 January and if a 
recommendation of the SDC Strategy & Resources Committee was adopted NTC would have no choice 
but to take the LCTS grant.  This would have significant implications for the calculation of the precept.   
A decision on ratification would be taken at SDC’s meeting on Thursday 23 January.   In view of this 
unexpected and unwelcome development it was resolved unanimously that the budget should be 
reviewed and a final decision on the precept taken at the next meeting of NTC on 4 February.  
 
2014/284  REPORT of COUNTY & DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
District Cllr Carter advised that the Strategy & Resources committee had recommended that funds 
held back last year by not taking up the grant would be paid out proportionally to P&TCs, and that all 
would take up the grant this year - £16k in the case of Nailsworth. 
 
2014/285  REPORT of TOWN MAYOR 
The Mayor advised that flowers from Cllrs had been sent to Sue Nicholson, following her accident, and 
thanks were given to Carole de Lacroix for stepping in to take minutes of the meeting. 
In case Cllrs were alarmed to see the Upper House for sale, the Mayor advised that he was 
downsizing but had no intention of leaving the town. 
 
2014/286  REPORT of DEPUTY MAYOR 
Cllr Duckworth had joined the well attended Nailsworth News party last Monday.  This annual event 
was a gesture of thanks to the many volunteers who produced and distributed the monthly 
newsletter.  The paper had been going for about 15 years and the team did a very good job. 
 
2014/287  REPORT of TOWN CLERK 
Work to install new play equipment in KGV field had started on Monday, but it had quickly become 
apparent that the fencing was extremely dilapidated, including the section either side of the main gate  
which was not included in the current project.  Cllr Thorpe proposed that this fencing be replaced as 
well (posts and netting to keep dogs out) at a cost of £1487.19 + vat, which the contractors could 
source and add to the job in hand so that the whole area was done and would last another 20 years.  
It was noted that unfortunately the grant from the Gloucestershire Environmental Trust towards the 
fencing would not be forthcoming, but this had not been essential to the original project. 
 
The gates into the car park were also pretty decrepit, with a section missing out of one of them, but 
these could be repaired or replaced as a separate operation. 
 
PROPOSED Cllr S Robinson proposed, seconded by Cllr Reed, that the additional 

fencing at KGV field be replaced, with £1000 from the Play & Leisure 
Equipment budget, and the balance from the Town Improvements 
budget.  The motion was carried. 

 
2014/288  REPORT from REPRESENTATIVES on OUTSIDE BODIES 
In the absence of any other offers, the Mayor would attend the GMTF board meeting on 29 January at 
9.30am. 
 
2014/289  COUNCIL RISK ASSESSMENTS 
Further to approval of the Risk Assessment procedure, Cllr Carter suggested this should be looked at 
monthly, deciding on what was high risk, what action to take, whether to remove or adjust other 
risks.  He had identified two current high risk matters: Town Plan and recruiting Cllrs and sought 
comment from the meeting as to what could be done. 
Work on the Town Plan was in hand and Cllr Duckworth suggested a campaign should be run from 
now until the end of the council term in 2015 to raise awareness of council activities and try to 
encourage more candidates to come forward, as he felt that the council should be in a position to hold 
elections.  He offered to do a series of articles in Nailsworth News and run a page on the council 
website. 
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There were no other changes to the Risk Assessment document proposed. 
 
Cllr Robinson advised that discussions had taken place at a recent P&TCs meeting on boundary 
changes which might lead to election of all SDC ward cllrs every four years commencing 2016.  P&TCs 
would need to rearrange their terms of office in order to be able to hold elections with SDC’s, or 
would have to pay for their own. 
 
2014/290  UPDATE on TOWN INFORMATION CENTRE BUILDING 
The Mayor was pleased to report that the final cost of renovating the old police station and installing 
the TIC had come in £106 less than the budget of £154,945.00.  The architect Keith Angus had 
recommended settling the balance of £6525 to the builder less a retention of £682 to deal with the 
outstanding matters of creating an entrance ramp and sorting out the damp which had appeared 
since Christmas on the front wall.  It was questioned whether the retention would cover the cost of 
the outstanding work and would provide sufficient incentive for Turnkey to complete the job but the 
Mayor was confident of the architect’s recommendation.  It was hoped that an early completion of the 
outstanding work could be obtained.  Despite repeated requests to clarify the specification of the 
rather weak ceiling spotlights, this information had not been forthcoming. 
 
RESOLVED that NTC accept architect Keith Angus’s recommendation to sign off on 

the TIC building project and that he should authorise Turnkey to submit 
an invoice for the balance of £6525 less a retention of £682  

 
Cllr S Robinson questioned whether the electric supply to the garage should have been included.  
Unfortunately the garage had been omitted from the contract and this had not been picked up earlier.  
 
2014/291  UPDATE on NAILSWORTH BUS STATION PROPOSALS 
SDC had obtained planning permission for the redesign of the bus station.  The point had been made 
that it was important to keep an open space that could be used for community events, whilst 
respecting vehicular safety requirements, and the Mayor had met with Mr McGough SDC and David 
Austin to discuss the town’s concerns.  Mr McGough had agreed to come back with a design for one 
larger bus shelter, to be a locally made personalised timber or steel structure, with two-way seating 
towards Mortimer Gardens and the Bus Station.  The shelter needed to be hardy and fit for purposes 
with a limited budget, bearing in mind the vandalism problems in the toilets (the worst in the Stroud 
district).  It was noted that the letter it had previously been agreed to write to Mr McGough was no 
longer required following the above discussions. 
 
2014/292  ACCOUNTS 
 

PROPOSED that the list of accounts for 21 January 2014 amounting to £18,433.94 
be approved for payment. 

 
Cllr Carter sought clarification of the following items: 
325 -  it was confirmed that the Mayor had checked and approved the bill for Christmas lights 
326 – was for updating the names on the Mayor’s board in the Chamber 
 
2014/293 SDC – New tree preservation order relating to 4 trees on the Vicarage 

site 
It was noted that four trees on the site had been issued with a protection order. 
 
2014/294 SDC – Letter from Leader seeking support by lobbying Ministers, MPs etc 

to amend the NPPF by removing the over-riding presumption in favour of 
alleged sustainable development, by giving Local Plans over-riding 
priority  
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RESOLVED Cllr Thorpe proposed, seconded by Cllr Carter to unanimous 
agreement, that the Mayor and Clerk write on behalf of NTC to the 
Secretary of State in support of SDC’s motion  

 
2014/295  SDC – Submission of Stroud District Local Plan to Secretary of State 
It was noted that the Local Plan had been submitted and all documents were available in the office.  
Cllr Carter added that the Plan had been approved last July but it had taken time to write up for 
submission, which had now been done.  The process was one step further along although there was 
no knowing how long it would take to get Secretary of State approval. 
 
*  Cllr Reed left the meeting 
 
 
2014/296  CONSIDERATION of PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

  COMMENT 

S.13/2721/LBC 
Railway Hotel,  
Station Road 

Reinstatement of staircase in original position No observations 

S.13/2753/LBC 
Hillside,  
Watledge Road 

Removal of greenhouse and interior alterations to 
split/add/remove bedrooms/bathrooms with repairs 
to interior plasterwork, refurbishment/replacement of 
windows etc, replace tin roof with tiles, install central 
heating 

No observations 

S.13/2787/DISCON 
Harley Wood House, 
Bath Road 

Discharge of conditions 3,5,7,10 from S.13/0524/FUL No observations 

S.13/2764/FUL 
42 Badgers Way 

Erection of a dwelling No observations 

S.13/2790/GDPE 
2 Southfields,  
Park Road 

Demolish existing lean-to kitchen extension & 
replace with rectangular single storey extension 
across width of house.  The extension will have a flat 
roof, roof windows & glass doors to garden 

No observations 

 
 
  
 

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .        . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     
 Town Mayor       Date 


