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NAILSWORTH TOWN COUNCIL 

Minutes of a meeting of Nailsworth Town Council  
held at Town Hall, Nailsworth  
on Tuesday 2 December 2014  

 

Present  
* 
 
 
* 
 
 
 

Cllr MP Robinson (Chair) 
Cllr N Dart 
Cllr JL Duckworth 
Cllr A Elliott 
Cllr NI Kay 
Cllr MM Rahman 
Cllr SM Reed 
Cllr S Robinson 
Cllr SM Thorpe 

In attendance  Reverend Mike Smith (Item 4) 
Approximately 50 members of the public (Item 2: Pike 
Lane planning application) 

Non attendance  Cllr MJ Kelly 

 * denotes absence from part of the meeting 

 
2014/218  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Cllr Kay declared an interest in planning application S.14/2265/OUT and stated that he 
would be leaving the room during discussion of this application. 
 
Cllr S Robinson explained that as a member of SDC Development Control Sub-Committee 
he would listen but not take part in any discussion or vote on planning application 
S.14/2265/OUT. 
 
The Mayor declared an interest in Item 4 – street naming of development of the Vicarage, 
Avening Road. 
 
2014/219  CONSIDERATION OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED 
a)  14/2562/FUL  Second Step, The Steppes Residential Care Home, Cossack Square 
     Proposed 2 storey extension 
     No observations. 
b)  S.14/2265/OUT  Land at Pike Lane, Nailsworth 
     Residential development of up to 17 dwellings, including affordable housing 
     * Cllr Kay left the room at this point. 
     The Mayor explained that NTC had commissioned a report on the above application  
     from planning consultant Mr Mike Muston which had been circulated to all councillors 
     and would shortly be placed on the Council website. He had noted that there were  
     over 300 objections on the SDC website and he had personally received many letters 
     of objection. 
     Standing orders were suspended at this point to enable members of the Save  
     Nailsworth Valley (SNV) campaign group to speak.   
     Mrs Katie Jarvis explained that SNV had been set up to channel the significant level of 
     local opposition to this application.  She felt that the whole Newmarket Valley  
     constituted a vital green space which needed proper protection and that measures 
     should be taken to increase its biodiversity. She understood that an important aspect  
     of ‘sustainable’ development was the ability of local residents to access the facilities  
     they needed and stressed that, in her view, the proposed development would severely  
     compromise accessibility as it would greatly increase the pressure on the existing,  
     already inadequate highways. 
 
    Mr Chris Davies added that there had been many objections to the application on a  
    wide range of grounds. He expressed his thanks to NTC for commissioning the 
    consultants’ report to aid its discussion of the application. 
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    A resident living in the Horsley Road/Pike Lane area reported that her property had 
    almost been destroyed some years ago by a landslip caused by piling activity farther 
    up the hill which had diverted a local watercourse. She feared that, if the 
    geology and hydrology of the Pike Lane site proved to be of the same nature, similar 
    landslips could occur, resulting in damage to properties.  
    *Cllr Dart joined the meeting at this point. 
     
    Standing orders were resumed at this point. 
    In discussion, Cllr Reed asked whether there was a process available for NTC to  
    recommend that the Newmarket Valley be designated as an area for protection against 
    development.  Cllr Duckworth stated that he understood the most effective method for 
    this would be the development of a Neighbourhood Plan, which would be a statutory 
    document. Design statements had been superseded by Neighbourhood Plans. The  
    preparation of a Neighbourhood Plan was a lengthy process involving extensive 
    investigation and consultation which could incur costs of around £30,000.  Although  
    grants were available to cover some of the costs it would be a major undertaking. 
 
    Councillors were in strong agreement with the recommendations contained in Mr  
    Muston’s report.  Cllr Duckworth raised a range of additional points relating to lack of  
    consultation and the extent of the developer’s commitment to affordable housing. 
 
    After further discussion, the Mayor proposed, seconded by Cllr Elliott and to unanimous 
    agreement, that the Council send a copy of Mr Muston’s report to SDC planning 
    with the following comments:  

‘The Council by unanimous agreement strongly objects to this application for the 
reasons detailed in the attached report.  The application is unacceptable in principle 
and if approved will seriously harm the character and ecology of the area and 
compromise highway safety. 

In addition, the Council wishes to record the following observations: 

1.  Public involvement:  the developer has not engaged with the Council as a body 
– an informal discussion with individual councillors does not constitute 
consultation. 

2.  Public consultation:  the Council considers one public consultation session on 

     a weekday in the peak holiday period to have been totally inadequate. 

3.  Affordable housing allocation:  the Council queries the developer’s 

     commitment as no indication has been given as to how occupiers will be  

     selected or how affordable the houses will be.  It appears that this allocation 

     has been included to give a sheen of acceptability to the application.  In time, 

     the occupiers will achieve the ‘right to buy’ and the ‘affordable’ element will be 

     lost to the community. It is important to note that the Nailsworth Community  

     Land Trust is already working on the provision of 8 affordable homes which, if  

     supported by a town referendum, will be exempted from the ‘right to  

     buy’ legislation and thus be available to Nailsworth people in perpetuity. 

4.  The Council considers this application to be highly speculative, taking  

     advantage of the current unexpected glitch in planning legislation. 

Nailsworth Town Council urges the District Council to reject this application.’ 

 
      
2014/220  UPDATE ON SAVE NAILSWORTH VALLEY CAMPAIGN 

*Cllr Kay rejoined the meeting at this point. 

Cllr Kay complimented the Save Nailsworth Valley group on its thorough campaign and 
announced that the group would be holding a stall outside Morrisons on 6 December to 
publicise the campaign and advise individuals on how to comment on the Pike Lane 
application.  He invited his fellow councillors to join the staffing rota for the stall. 
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Cllr Kay reported that SDC case officer Mr Ian Pople had agreed to meet Council 
representatives, including representatives of SNV, on 8 December at 10 am, prior to 
writing his report. After discussion, it was agreed that Cllr Kay would liaise with Mr Pople 
to see if the meeting could start slightly earlier in order that the Mayor could attend before 
leaving for another engagement. Representatives for NTC would be Cllrs Kay, M 
Robinson/Duckworth, and Chris Davies and Robert Maitland for SVN group.  

 

Cllr Kay proposed, seconded by Cllr Reed, that given that Council had set aside the sum of 
£3000 towards the costs of responding to the Newland Homes application, NTC should 
cover the costs of producing two banners, some photocopying for posters and leaflets and 
hire of stalls at recent Farmers’ Markets, approximately £90. 
  

Cllr Duckworth pointed out that the £3000 agreed by the Council had been to fund  

professional advice only.  He felt it was therefore inappropriate for NTC to fund campaign 

materials.  Cllr Elliott expressed similar views, feeling that allocating funds as requested  

could set an unfortunate precedent.  However, as the Council had now voted to oppose 

the Newland Homes application, other councillors felt that it was appropriate that the  

Council should fund SNV’s costs as requested.  

 

On being put to the vote, the proposal was CARRIED, with 4 votes on favour, 3 against  

and 2 abstentions.  

 

The Clerk requested that the SNV group invoice the Council for the expenses as agreed. 

 

Cllr S Robinson advised that it would be necessary for the Council to decide at its next  

meeting which councillors would be attending SDC’s Development Control Sub-Committee 

meeting in January to represent NTC’s views. 

 

2014/221  STREET NAMING – DEVELOPMENT AT THE VICARAGE, AVENING 

                   ROAD 

The Deputy Mayor took the chair during discussion of this item as the Mayor had declared 
an interest and took no part in the discussion. 

 

The Deputy Mayor read out a letter from the Archdeacon of Gloucester, previously 
circulated to all councillors, objecting to NTC’s choice of ‘Dr Rees Drive’ for the Vicarage 
development and urging the Council to reconsider and support the Diocese’s proposal of 
‘Vicarage Gardens’, which it felt to be more appropriate for a variety of reasons. 

 

Cllr S Robinson, whilst feeling that the Council’s choice was itself highly appropriate, 
stated that he accepted the strong feelings of the Diocese on this matter and proposed, 
seconded by Cllr Kay and to majority support that NTC withdraw its proposal for Dr Rees 
Drive and approve the Diocese’s proposed of ‘Vicarage Gardens’. 

 

 

 

 

……………………………………………..                                            …………………………….. 

Town Mayor                                                                         Date 


