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    NAILSWORTH TOWN COUNCIL 
MINUTES of the MEETING of Nailsworth Town Council  

held at the Town Hall, Nailsworth 
on Tuesday 4 February 2014 

 

Present 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
* 
 
* 
 

Cllr  MP Robinson (Town Mayor) 
Cllr J L Duckworth 
Cllr P Carter 
Cllr A Elliott  
Cllr N I Kay    
Cllr MJ Kelly  
Cllr SM Reed 
Cllr S Robinson 
Cllr SE Thorpe 

  Mr S Phillips – present for part of discussion on planning 

Apologies     Cllr MM Rahman    

non attendance  Cllr N Dart 

 * denotes absence from part of the meeting 

 
2014/297  DECLARATIONS of INTEREST 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 
2014/298  MINUTES of COUNCIL MEETING 
The minutes of the Council meeting held on 21 January 2014 were approved and signed.   
 
2014/299  FGR-FC PLANNING APPLICATION  (minute 2014/278)  
The Mayor had written to Messrs Vince and Saunders FGR-FC requesting a meeting, and referring 
them to the minutes of last meeting on the town website so they could be aware of Council’s debate. 
The letter from the Youth Worker requesting FGR-FC honour the obligation to make the stadium and 
facilities available for community youth activities had received a prompt refusal. The gym or dance 
studio might be made available, but at a charge.  Some Cllrs were keen to make an application for 
enforcement action to SDC right away, but following debate it was agreed to decide on further action 
at the next meeting, pending the success or otherwise of arranging a meeting with the Club.  
 
2014/300  VANDALISM in BUS STATION  (minute 2014/279) 
Cllr Kay reported on the meeting with Carlos Novoth and Jenni Parsons SDC on 28 January at which 
Cllrs Carter, S Robinson and the Clerk were also present, where NTC’s view on how to resolve the 
problem was sought.  Of particular concern was how the perpetrators had accessed the accessible 
toilet, since this required a special radar key.  It appeared that Nailsworth and Stonehouse were 
suffering above average vandalism in their public toilets, which interestingly had increased in both 
cases following closure of the local police station; in Nailsworth’s case, 3 incidences in the previous 
year, and 17 following closure of the police station.  CCTV had been suggested although, where this 
had been tried elsewhere, it had proved impossible to identify the hoodie wearing culprits.  Some 
modification to the locks (excl. accessible toilet) was being put in hand. 
The toilets were locked between 5pm and 8am although the accessible toilet was available at all times 
with the radar key and it was wondered therefore if one of these had fallen into the wrong hands.  
SDC officers had asked that Cllrs keep a discreet eye on the area in the hope of catching any activity 
and discovering at what time the infractions occurred. 
 
2014/301   A46 SPEED REDUCTION SIGNS  (minute 2014/280) 
Les Haines had emailed Richard Grey GCC seeking a meeting to agree position of the signs. 
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2014/302  TOWN PLAN  (minute 2014/281) 
The Mayor confirmed that, following the meeting with Chris Harmer and Ian Crawley, the latter was 
producing a draft document for council’s consideration. 
 
2014/303  LAND on NYMPSFIELD ROAD (minute 2014/282) 
The owner of the property had called into the office in response to the Clerk’s letter, and the Council’s 
position had been confirmed.  The Clerk continued to research information from GCC on registered 
common land ownership.   
 
2014/304  MILES MARLING FIELD 
The outline of a possible project to create outdoor gym and leisure facilities had been circulated prior 
to the meeting and Cllr Thorpe talked through the details.  Graham Ross GPFA had given useful 
advice about consultation, showing a need and where to apply for grants.  Cllr Duckworth wondered if 
this facility would be needed if Nailsworth was able to provide a MUGA, or with the possibility of using 
the 106 funds elsewhere in the town.  Cllr Carter opined that maintenance costs should be evaluated 
and budgeted for, before any new scheme could be considered. 
It was not known if planning permission would be needed, nor the longevity or maintenance costs of 
outside gym equipment, which was a fairly new concept.  Cllr Kelly had heard that similar facilities at 
Stratford Park Stroud were not well used, but Cllr Thorpe had heard otherwise from other areas where 
there was little else to occupy young people. 
The Mayor advised that this was an idea at the moment and thought NTC should have some 
alternative schemes in reserve to make sure of securing the Section 106 monies.  Cllr S Robinson 
added that this proposal involved an open kick about court, as opposed to the more formal secure 
MUGA which would need to be booked ahead. 
 
2014/305  REVIEW of BUDGET/PRECEPT CALCULATION  (minute 2014/283) 
Cllr S Robinson introduced his motion explaining that as SDC had only ratified its decision on 23 
January to compel all councils to take the LCTS grant it was prudent for NTC to review its budgetary 
requirement in the light of this late revision of the precept calculation.  Cllr Carter queried the legality 
of the Council revisiting its budget decision as he understood that standing orders dictated that 
decisions of council could not be reviewed for six months.  The Clerk confirmed that whilst this was 
true, standing orders did allow for decisions to be reviewed if five or more cllrs submitted such a 
request.  At the council meeting on 21 January the eight cllrs present had agreed unanimously that in 
the light of SDC’s proposed intention to insist that NTC take the grant – the complete opposite of the 
direction contained in its precept request letter dated 25 November 2013 – the budget should be 
reviewed and a final decision taken at its next meeting on 4 February.  
 
It was explained that uncertainty continued as to whether and when the government would introduce 
capping for local councils.  In January NTC had set a precept of £259,057 having decided that this 
was the sum required to fund its budget for 2014/15 ie the base figure for potential capping 
calculations.  Now that SDC was insisting that NTC take the LCTS grant although the total figure 
received would be the same it would consist of £16,471 grant and £242,586 from SDC, the latter 
figure now being the base figure for capping calculations.  In the event of capping NTC’s budgeting 
capability would be seriously compromised.  Cllr S Robinson referred to statistics (previously circulated 
to cllrs) which indicated that by 2017 the grant would reduce further.  Cllr Carter queried the validity 
of the statistics which he had been unable to verify with SDC officers.  Cllr S Robinson confirmed that 
the document had been handed to him by the Leader of the Council.  Cllr Carter considered it wrong 
to take account of nebulous future threats of possible capping when setting the budget and 
  
PROPOSED Cllr Carter proposed that the 2014/15 precept be kept at the 2013/14 

level of £233,500.00, and that the budget be supplemented from the 
2013/14 grant of £19k and 2014/15 grant of £16k, with any excess 
being put into reserves.  The motion failed due to lack of a seconder. 
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Considerable discussion continued on the implications of taking the grant and how the funds should 
be allocated within the budget. 
  
PROPOSED Cllr Duckworth proposed, seconded by Cllr Elliott that a sum equivalent 

to the 2014/15 grant of £16k be put into a designated fund for 
Environmental Enhancement.  The motion failed with 2 in favour, 6 against, 1 
abstention. 

 
PROPOSED Cllr S Robinson proposed, seconded by Cllr Kelly that, due to NTC’s 

awareness that by 2017 Nailsworth’s share of the SDC Revenue Support 
Grant would be cut from the current £16k to £8k in 2017/18, items from 
the ‘wish list’ should be reinstated and the precept revised accordingly, 
as agreed at the meeting on 6 January 2014, bearing in mind anticipated 
expenditure on the Mortimer Room roof and other council owned 
buildings.  The proposal was carried with 6 in favour and 3 against. 

 
NTC’s budget requirement was confirmed as £275,528. 
 
In discussion it was confirmed that the budget be adjusted by – 
 

Revenue Hazelwood Bungalow + £  1000 Total = £  2000 

 Kickabout area Miles Marling Field + £  4000 Total = £10000 

 Planters + £  1000 Total = £  1000 

Designated New item  - Environmental 
enhancement 

+ £10000 Total = £10000 

 
 
2014/306  TOWN HALL MAINTENANCE 
Condensation ladies toilets:  the Mayor had looked at the problem of excessive condensation and 
believed that the extractor fan might not be adequate to the task.  An expert would be asked to 
advise on how the problem could be rectified. 
Kitchen roof:  mushrooms were growing on the ceiling due to a leak in the roof which hopefully 
would be easy to repair.  The flat roof had last been redone in 2007 and was very exposed to the 
elements.  The Clerk would arrange for a builder to take a look, and it was noted that the kitchen 
ceiling would need repainting once the leak was fixed. 
Kitchen door:  the Clerk reported that the door had warped in the wet weather and would need 
planing and a coat of paint.  The need for any further work could be reviewed once the door had 
dried out. 
Ruskin Mill: the Clerk continued to press for the repair of the hole in the wall made by one of the 
students last May. 
 
2014/307  MORTIMER ROOM UPDATE 
The roof over the MR toilet was leaking.  As the Library was currently organising renovations, GCC 
had volunteered to have its surveyor advise on the MR roof as well (which was last replaced in 1984).  
The Library was replacing all of its windows, one of which could only be accessed across the TIC roof, 
but the Clerk had been reassured that the builders would be very careful and put down boards as 
required.  Wall insulation was also being added and a quote was to be sought in case NTC wished to 
undertake a joint venture.  Cllr S Robinson mentioned that he had seen a workman ‘jumping’ off the 
Library offices roof into the TIC during the gas installation.  
 
 
 
2014/308  UPDATE on MUGA 
The meeting was reminded of the motion proposed at the Council meeting of 6 August 2013 and 
ratified at the special meeting held the next day: 
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As it has been confirmed that the Gloucester Diocese will not grant a lease or licence for a MUGA 
on the Nailsworth Primary School site and as a consequence a Stroud District Council officer has 
confirmed that it would be difficult to release the Section 106 funding, this Council no longer 
supports the provision of a MUGA on the school site controlled by the Diocese. 
 
Cllr Duckworth read out the time constraints of the 106 agreement: if the grant was not used on the 
original project within 10 years (November 2015), the funds could be spent on alternative facilities 
within the town; after 15 years, the funds reverted to the originator, being Redrow Homes. 
 
Cllr S Robinson reported that Mr Ian Crawley was seeking assistance from the deputy chair of the 
Nailsworth Primary School governors to make a further approach at senior level within the Gloucester 
Diocese to engage support for a MUGA in school grounds.    
 
2014/309  KGV PLAYING FIELD 
Children’s play area:  Cllr Thorpe reported that the work was progressing well.  One piece of 
equipment was delayed as it was coming from Sweden, but it was hoped to finish the job by the end 
of this month, weather permitting.   Some sort of launch in the Easter holidays was proposed and Cllr 
Reed added that the Primary School had expressed an interest in being involved.  Cllr Duckworth felt 
some of the metal fence posts were loose and these should be checked.  The contractors had 
belatedly identified a health & safety issue with the high bank and the risk of children sliding down to 
the fence at the bottom.  They had installed green fencing on top of the bank to rectify this, at no 
additional cost as they should have identified the problem in the first place.  It was agreed that this 
fencing looked a bit odd, but there appeared no alternative given the position of the mound. 
Entrance gates: these needed repairing and the Clerk had the matter in hand. 
Football pitch: Minchinhampton Rangers YFE had asked to use the field for their under 12’s team on 
Saturday mornings.  The slot was available and Cllrs were happy to approve the booking, especially in 
the absence of Nailsworth’s own youth football club which had disbanded through lack of interest. 
Grass cutting:  the meeting approved the contract for the coming year at a per session cost of 
£82.50 for mowing the KGV extension field and & £1809.90 for cutting KGV and Miles Marling playing 
fields, both figures excl. vat  
 
2014/310  TOWN GARDENING 
Following comment from a member of the public, the Mayor drew attention to the rather drab 
planting and overgrown bushes in Mortimer Gardens, suggesting that many of the plants were old and 
past their best.  Spring bulbs would soon be coming up in the beds along the stream and it was noted 
that the circular bed was very shallow for planting.  Cllr Thorpe suggested the Stroud Valleys Project 
could be approached for advice and assistance and mentioned the Incredible Edible Movement which 
advocated the planting of community fruit trees, which might be a suitable initiative for this area.  As 
a first step it was agreed that the Mayor would ask Cath Nielson of the Nailsworth Society Gardening 
Group to have a look and advise on how to make the beds more visually appealing throughout the 
year. 
 
* Cllrs Kay and Reed left the meeting 
 
 
2014/311  CONSIDERATION of PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

  COMMENT 

S.14/0052/ADV 
Mill Yard 
47 George Street 

retrospective application for two fascia signs No observations 

S.14/0068/LBC 
Railway Hotel 
Station Road 

replacement of non consented casement windows 
with new hardwood sash windows based on same 
style as existing 

No observations 

S.14/0087/HHOLD proposed extension of existing parking bay We object. Proposal 
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Nutley Cottage 
Star Hill 

not in keeping with a 
listed building. 

S.14/0089/FUL 
land at Rockness Hill 
Farm, Rockness Hill 

erection of one detached dwelling, formation of 
vehicular access, parking, garden 

No observations 

S.14/0098/DISCON 
2 Old Bristol Road 

discharge of condition 2 from S.08/2176/LBC 
(windows/glazing) 

No observations 

S.14/0099/LBC 
2 Old  Bristol Road 

retrospective application for alterations to second 
floor 

No observations 

S.14/0146/FUL 
land at Watledge House, 
Watledge 

erection of 4 bed detached house No observations 

S.13/2789/HHOLD 
flat, Old Bakery,  
Bath Road 

addition of room over existing flat roof No observations 

S.13/0232/TCA 
9 Brookside Cottages 
Stroud Road 

fell alder tree in close proximity to neighbouring 
properties 

No observations 

 
 
  
 

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .        . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     
 Town Mayor       Date 


