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NAILSWORTH TOWN COUNCIL 
MINUTES of the MEETING of Nailsworth Town Council  

held at the Town Hall, Nailsworth 
on Tuesday 17 February 2015 

 

Present 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
* 

Cllr  MP Robinson (Town Mayor) 
Cllr N Dart 
Cllr J L Duckworth 
Cllr A Elliott 
Cllr NI Kay 
Cllr MJ Kelly 
Cllr S Robinson 
Cllr SE Thorpe 

Present for part of the meeting  District Cllr E Sims 
Ms Sue Black of GRCC ‘Friends for You’ project 
1 member of the public 

Apologies     Cllr MM Rahman 
Cllr SM Reed 

 * denotes absence from part of the meeting 

 

2015/280  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 
2015/281  CONSIDERATION OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED 

a S.15/0177/FUL  Crown Inn, Valley Road, Inchbrook 
Conversion of former pub to 2 dwellings and erection of 6 new dwellings 
Comment 
1. We would like to see improved street lighting at the junction of Valley Road 
    and the A46. 
2. Any S106 funding available for affordable homes should be allocated to be 
    spent in Nailsworth and made available to the Nailsworth Community Land  
    Trust. 
3. There should be road markings to ensure that the lay-by in Valley Road is  
    properly identified as a passing place. 
4. We would strongly recommend that a 30 mph speed limit be introduced on 
    the A46 between Inchbrook Trading Estate and the car sales establishment. 

b S.14/0820/HHOLD  Highclere, Watledge Bank 
Proposed conversion of existing garage to disabled persons’ living 
accommodation and construction of new detached garage (revised plans 
received 29.01.14) 
No observations 

c S.15/0199/HHOLD  Kerroo Mooar, Ragnall Lane 
Replace UPVC porch with conservatory 
No observations 
* Cllr Kelly joined the meeting during discussion of the above application 

d S.15/0233/HHOLD  Windsor Cottage, Windsoredge Lane 
Two storey extension and internal alterations to existing dwelling 
No observations 

e S.15/0207/HHOLD  Site of former Harley Wood House, Bath Road 
New timber garage 
Comment 
No observations on planning application but the site plan is misleading. Please 
ensure that plans are produced in OS extract. 
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f S.15/0225/HHOLD  Windyways, Moffatt Road 
Single storey extension.  Amendment to S.14/1010/HHOLD 
No observations 

 
2015/282  PRE-APPLICATION CONSULTATION – VIRGINIA COTTAGE,  
                   RAGNALL LANE 
As the applicants were unable to attend the meeting to explain their proposals in person it 
was agreed to defer consideration of this matter to a future meeting which the applicants 
could attend. 
 
2015/283  PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
There were no questions from members of the public. 
 
2015/284  PRESENTATION BY GRCC ABOUT PROPOSED BEFRIENDING 
                   SERVICE FOR THE NAILSWORTH AREA 
The Mayor welcomed Ms Sue Black GRCC to the meeting.  Ms Black outlined her role as co-
ordinator of GRCC’s  ‘Friends for You’ volunteer befriending service for older, socially isolated 
and vulnerable people. The service was free to users and could provide a lifeline for those 
with few social contacts. She explained that a separate scheme already existed in the 
Cotswold area, covering Fairford, Lechlade and Tetbury and that the Tetbury scheme, which 
she had run for 5 years, now had 55 clients and a waiting list. Following a successful pilot 
project in Minchinhampton, GRCC had obtained funding from the County Clinical 
Commissioning Group to introduce a befriending scheme to the rest of Gloucestershire, 
including Nailsworth, for a 6-month period, which would hopefully be extended. The funding 
would cover volunteer training costs and travel expenses. Ms Black explained that local launch 
events would be taking place on 23 February in Wotton-Under-Edge and King’s Stanley to 
recruit volunteer visitors and clients for the service and she distributed leaflets to councillors 
containing information about the launch. The new scheme would be actively promoted in 
Nailsworth via the local media and the Village Agent and the process of matching volunteers 
with clients in each community would start as soon as possible. Ms Black confirmed that 
information about the scheme was available in electronic form to assist those with limited or 
no vision and agreed to forward this information to Cllr Kelly. 
 
In response to questions, Ms Black explained that she worked with Village Agents and the 
Home Care service to identify potential clients.  Others were referred by GPs or word of 
mouth. All volunteers received initial training covering emergency procedures and dementia 
awareness, which could be ongoing if required, and were subject to Disclosure and Barring 
Service (DBS) checks.  There was no minimum age limit for clients.  Ms Black emphasised that 
the scheme was for befriending only and volunteers were neither insured nor expected to 
provide home care, run errands etc.  However volunteers could be invaluable in signposting 
specific service needs which would then be passed on to the relevant Village Agent. No links 
had yet been made with Nailsworth Health Partnership and Cllr Kay undertook to provide Ms 
Black with a contact for this organisation.  Cllr Kay suggested that Ms Black might consider 
approaching the local branch of the Royal British Legion as it had a welfare fund which could 
be of assistance. 
 
The Mayor thanked Ms Black for her informative presentation. 
  
2015/285  MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETINGS 
The minutes of the meetings held on 20 January 2015 and 3 February 2015 were approved and 
signed. 
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2015/286  Changes in Stagecoach bus services to Forest Green (minute 2015/257) 
Cllr Elliott reported that she understood that Stagecoach had carried out a monitoring exercise 
on the service to  Forest Green and a representative of the company would shortly be meeting 
with Mr Alan Barrett GCC to discuss the results. 
 
2015/287  Whipp’s Lane, Watledge (minute 2015/261) 
It was understood that the local MP had objected to the proposed designation of Whipp’s 
Lane as a byway open to all traffic (BOAT). 
 
2015/288  Report of Environment Committee (minute 2015/269) 
The Clerk confirmed that no response had been received to NTC’s request to GCC for repairs to 
the footway between the Co-op and the junction of Old Market with Market Street. 
 
Cllr S Robinson reported that in his capacity as District Ward Cllr he had requested that SDC use 
any surplus money in its budget for the new bus shelter in Nailsworth Bus Station to fund the  
replacement of sections of the wall with railings in order to open up the view across the stream, 
in line with NTC’s previous request. 
 
2015/289  Response to Neil Carmichael MP ref. concerns over siting of MUGA 
The Clerk confirmed that a response had been sent on 28 January. 
 
2015/290  REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
District Cllr Sims reported that SDC was currently undertaking an asset management review of 
its housing stock including its 29 sheltered housing schemes.  The Ringfield scheme in 
Nailsworth had been identified as poor quality and Cllr Sims agreed to report back on this and 
any other issues relating to Nailsworth housing stock resulting from the review in due course.  
In response to a question, Cllr Sims indicated that she was not sure whether the review would 
encompass SDC assets other than housing.  She undertook to inform NTC whether the section 
of the Miles Marling field owned by SDC was being considered as part of the review. 
 
District Cllr S Robinson added that SDC was currently carrying out insulation and repair work 
to its properties in the Long Ground and Concord sheltered housing scheme.  He reported that 
SDC had voted not to increase its council tax precept for 2015/16. He did not anticipate any 
cuts to services as it was proposed that any shortfall would be met from savings. 
 
2015/291  REPORT FROM TOWN MAYOR 
The Mayor reported on his recent discussions with Neil Carmichael MP and representatives 
from GCC and SDC about parking in the town centre.  The Mayor had reminded Mr 
Carmichael of NTC’s view that free, time restricted parking in the town was of great benefit to 
the local economy and that a system of long-stay residents’ parking permits was therefore 
inappropriate.  He was pleased to report that the MP had concurred with this view, as had the 
GCC and SDC representatives. 
 
The Mayor announced that the local Rotary Club would once again be organising an annual 
Spring Clean litter-picking event in the parish and this was scheduled for Saturday 18 April at 
10 am.  Councillors’ suggestions for areas on which to focus, and offers of help, would be 
most welcome. 
 
The Mayor reported that his article in the March edition of Nailsworth News would mention 
the Town Council election to be held on 7 May and encourage people to come forward as 
potential candidates. 
 
2015/292  REPORT FROM DEPUTY MAYOR 
Cllr Duckworth updated members on the ongoing activities of the WW1 Centenary 
Commemoration group. These included the recording of data relating to parishioners who had 
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fought in the war.  This data would be placed online and also in a book to be kept in Nailsworth 
Archives.  Work continued to locate and commemorate houses where soldiers had lived and 
there were plans to produce WW1 themed performances for schools at the Comrades Club 
during the Nailsworth Festival in May. 
 
Cllr Duckworth queried the ‘purdah’ restrictions governing the activities of councillors during the 
weeks leading up to the parish, district and general elections on 7 May.  The Clerk agreed to 
investigate and circulate details of these restrictions to all councillors. 
 
Cllr Duckworth reported that he was working on a new way of setting up council email 
addresses, which he hoped would prevent the problem of individual councillors’ inboxes filling 
up, for introduction after the May election. 
 
Cllr Duckworth reported that had had recently hosted cyclist Steve Abrahams who had passed 
through Nailsworth as part of his bid to break the world record for the number of miles cycled 
in one year.  Mr Abrahams hoped to return to Nailsworth in the autumn at the end of his 
record-breaking attempt. 
 
Cllr Duckworth updated members on the activities of Nailsworth CLT. The Steering Group had 
decided to become a non-charitable community benefit society following SLT national rules.  As 
it had proved impossible to recruit local solicitors, the Steering Group was in the process of 
appointing Battens of Yeovil, a firm with considerable experience on this field, to provide legal 
advice to the CLT. 
 
2015/293  REPORT FROM MEMBERS ON OUTSIDE BODIES 
Cllr Duckworth reported that the Chamber of Trade had decided to move to committee system 
of management to reduce the workload of the chair.  He would report further in due course. In 
response to a question, he stated that it was quite likely that the Chamber would be organising 
a Nailsworth Nowell in 2015 though no decision had yet been made. 
 
Cllr S Robinson reported that he had attended two meetings to discuss Neighbourhood Plans 
and would be attending a further one at Brockworth in 25 March.  However he would not be 
making any recommendations to Council prior to the election on 7 May. 
 
2015/294  COUNCIL RISK ASSESSMENTS 
There was nothing to report. 
 
2015/295  REPORT OF RECREATION AND AMENITIES COMMITTEE 
The minutes of the meeting of the Recreation and Amenities Committee held on 3 February 
2015 were approved. 
 
The Clerk reported that SDC had responded to say that NTC’s request to purchase the 
lower half of the Miles Marling field was under consideration. 
 
The Clerk reported that she had received an offer to remove the redundant items from the 
Town Hall store-room so it would not be necessary to hire a skip for this purpose.  The Clerk 
and Cllr Thorpe had tidied the Town Hall kitchen, which now looked much better, and the re-
painting of the ceiling was in hand.  The upgrading of the Mortimer Room was almost 
complete. 
 

A representative of Nailsworth Scouts had approached Cllr S Robinson with a request to rent 

the KGV pavilion on a temporary basis in the interim between the sale of the organisation’s 
town centre HQ and the completion of its proposed new HQ in Forest Green. After discussion, it 
was agreed that the Mayor, Cllr Thorpe and the Clerk be authorised to negotiate with the 
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Scouts to develop a lease agreement for the hire of the pavilion and report back to the 
Recreation and Amenities Committee for further discussion. 
 
The Mayor reported that he was awaiting a quotation for signage to the KGV field from the 
A46, Park Road and Vicarage Gardens from the provider. Cllr Duckworth observed that local 
residents had expressed concern that vehicles might use Vicarage Gardens as a cut-through 
from Park Road to the Avening Road and suggested that the field be signed from Park 
Road/A46 only.  Cllr Thorpe agreed to bear this in mind when the Committee discussed the 
matter further. 
 
Cllr Thorpe reported on the recent public consultation meeting on the future 
development of the Miles Marling field which had been well attended.  Several local 
residents had signed up to become ‘Friends of the Miles Marling Field’ and Cllr Thorpe explained 
that this initiative was designed to build up community ‘ownership’ of the park by encouraging 
local people to take an ongoing interest in its development and general upkeep. 
 
The Mayor reported that local gardening expert Ms Kath Neilson had kindly agreed to assist 
with the preparation of an appropriate job specification for the post of self-employed part time 
town gardener and was happy to identify potential applicants if required.  Cllr S Robinson 
reported that he understood that Stonehouse Town Council had 2 self employed gardeners and 
suggested that this council could be a useful source of information. 
 

    RESOLVED         that no change be made to the hire fees for the KGV football pitch 
                                and tennis courts for 2015/16, and that charges be reviewed for the 
                                financial year 2016/17. 
 

    RESOLVED         that a Working Party be set up consisting of Cllrs Kay, Thorpe, M 
                               Robinson, S Robinson, and the Town Clerk and including Mr Ian Crawley  
                             as representative of the Nailsworth School Governors, with Cllr Kay as Lead 
                             Co-ordinator and the following terms of reference: 
                             1.  To negotiate all required agreements of the delivery of a MUGA on the  
                                  school site 
                             2.  To instigate GCC project management for the building of the facility 
                             3.  To negotiate with SDC regarding the freeing of the full amount of S106   
                                  funding for the project, to include all interest accrued. 
                                  That GCC’s designated Project Manager, Mr Kirk Gardiner, be invited to the 
                                first meeting of the Working Party. 
 
Cllr Kay reported that the first meeting of the MUGA Working Party had been provisionally 
arranged for Tuesday 24 February at 2pm in the Council Chamber. He understood that the S106 
funds held by SDC for the MUGA project had accrued interest of approximately £10,000 and 
reminded councillors that this had previously been approved as ‘seed money’ for an application 
to the Football Foundation for matching funding for improvements to the changing rooms and 
related facilities.  However, he felt it was important that this process should not be allowed to 
delay the building of the MUGA which he hoped would take place during the school summer 
holidays in August 2015. Cllr Thorpe added that she would shortly be meeting with Mr Ian 
Crawley to discuss the proposed application for matching funding.  The Clerk advised that care 
should be taken to ensure that any matching funding was for the benefit of the community at 
large rather than the school. 
 
2015/296  ACCOUNTS 

RESOLVED that the list of accounts for 17 February 2015 amounting to    
                      £18,067.75 be approved for payment. 
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2015/297  GLOUCESTERSHIRE MARKET TOWNS FORUM (GMTF) – INVITATION TO 
                   HOLD MEETING IN NAILSWORTH 
The Mayor reported that GMTF had invited NTC to host its next meeting, which was scheduled 
for Thursday 26 March, and he proposed that the Council take up the invitation. He felt that 
these meetings offered excellent networking opportunities and suggested that the event should 
involve a tour of Nailsworth facilities such as the TIC and Miles Marling field followed by a buffet 
supper at the Arkell Community Centre prior to the meeting. This was agreed and the Mayor 
undertook to liaise with Cllr Thorpe and the Clerk to work out a programme. The Mayor hoped 
that his fellow councillors would join him in welcoming GMTF members to the town. 
 
Cllr Kay reported that he understood that GMTF, which had in the past given grant aid and 
technical assistance to the Council, was keen to have a representative of NTC as a board 
member. 
 
2015/298  REPORT ON WALKABOUT WITH GCC HIGHWAYS 
Cllr Kelly reported on the recent walkabout with Mr John Kay GCC which he had attended, 
together with the Mayor, Cllr S Robinson, District Cllr Sims and County Cllr Binns, during which 
they had learned that the bollards designed to prevent pavement parking outside Tesco had 
been knocked down and subsequently removed.  He understood that County Cllr Binns had 
agreed to fund 3 replacement bollards outside Tesco in Old Market, at a cost of £1000, from 
her divisional highway improvement allocation.  These would be installed by Amey who would 
also re-whiten the road markings in front of the recycling bins to indicate the pedestrian route 
and possibly mark the entrance point to Tesco in a similar fashion as a visual clue. 
 
The walkabout had included an inspection of the situation of Millbank at the bottom of the ‘W’ 
following the resident’s request for a barrier to prevent vehicles over-shooting the bend and 
hitting the wall of his property.  However Mr Kay had explained that it was impractical to erect a 
barrier against the wall or on the adjoining pavement.  The weight restriction signage at the 
location appeared to be adequate and raising the kerb to prevent vehicles from mounting the 
pavement was not a viable option.  It was understood that the resident was considering 
replacing his wall with a timber fence, subject to planning approval. 
 
Cllr Kelly reported that Mr Kay had indicated that in principle Market Street would be a good 
location for a pedestrian priority scheme, though he had been unable to provide costings.  He 
had explained that Mr Jason Humm would be the relevant GCC contact until a replacement for 
Mr Kay’s post had been appointed, and advised that a very thorough public consultation should 
be carried out prior to the formulation of any proposals.  Cllr Kelly added that he had carried 
out an informal ‘straw poll’ of Market Street traders during summer 2014 and all but two had 
expressed support for a pedestrian priority scheme.   
 
After discussion, it was agreed that at least one Market Street trader be invited to join the 
Market Street Working Party, and that Cllr Kay would also join. It was also agreed that the 
Working Party would focus on planning a consultation exercise to take place in summer 2015 
with displays depicting possible schemes.  
 
2015/299  MEMORIAL TO PAUL CARTER 
Cllr Kelly reported that Mrs Carter and friends were keen to provide a bench and possibly a 
picnic table by the boules court in the KGV Field with a plaque in memory of the late Paul 
Carter.   Cllr Kelly agreed to liaise with Mrs Carter on the design and wording and would report 
back.  The Clerk advised that it would be necessary to ensure that the siting of the bench/table 
allowed room for the operation of the gang mower. 
 
Cllr Kelly reported that Mrs Carter was supportive of the Council’s suggestion that the boules 
court should be named in Paul’s memory.  After discussion, it was agreed that the court be  
named ‘Paul Carter Boules Court’. 
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2015/300  PROPOSED ADOPTION OF NEW STANDING ORDERS 
The Mayor presented draft proposals for the revision of Council standing orders which had been 
prepared by himself, Cllr Duckworth and the Clerk and previously circulated to all councillors.  
Cllr Kay thanked them for their efforts and indicated that he had a range of further suggestions 
for the revision. After discussion, it was agreed that Cllr Kay would meet with the Mayor, Cllr 
Duckworth and the Clerk to consider these suggestions, following which a revised draft would 
be circulated to all councillors for discussion at the general Council meeting on 17 March. 
 
2015/301  Cotswold Conservation Board – seminar on verge management 26  
                   March 2pm, Doynton Village Hall 
Details of the seminar, which had been previously circulated, were noted. 
 
2015/302  SDC – town and parish council forum 19 February 2015 7pm Ebley 
                   Mill 
The Clerk read out the topics to be covered in this annual event, which this year would include 
an advice session on Neighbourhood Plans and alternatives.  No councillors were available to 
attend. 
 
2015/303  SDC – Local Plan consultation  
The consultation document, previously circulated to all councillors, was noted. 
 
2015/304  GRCC – Neighbourhood Development Plans – free event at Brockworth 
                                 on 25 March 5-8.30 pm 
Details of the event had been circulated to all councillors by email. Cllrs S Robinson, Kelly and 
Kay indicated that they wished to attend and the Clerk undertook to forward them the booking 
forms for individual completion. 
 
2015/305  SDC – election information and programme 
The information, previously  circulated to all councillors by email, was noted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
………………………………………..                                          ……………………………………… 
Town Mayor                                                                  Date 
 


