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NAILSWORTH TOWN COUNCIL 
MINUTES of the MEETING of Nailsworth Town Council 

held at the Town Hall, Nailsworth 
on Tuesday 19 November 2013 

Present 
 
 
 

 
   
 
 
* 

Cllr JL Duckworth (Chair) 
Cllr P Carter 
Cllr N Dart 
Cllr A Elliott 
Cllr NI Kay 
Cllr MJ Kelly 
Cllr MM Rahman 
Cllr S Robinson 
Cllr SE Thorpe 

Present for part of the meeting  District Cllr RTH Blackwell 
County Cllr DLM Binns 
Mr Ian Crawley (CLT item) 

Apologies     Cllr SM Reed 
Cllr MP Robinson 

 * denotes absence from part of the meeting 

 
2013/176  PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
There were no public questions. 
 
2013/177  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 
2013/178  MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING 
The minutes of the meeting held on 5 November were approved and signed, subject to the addition 
of the words ‘and walkers’ to minute 2013/167 to read ‘Cllr Carter agreed to liaise with traders and 
walkers..’ 
 
2013/179  GCC proposals for highway improvements (minute 2013/160) 
Cllr S Robinson reported that, after further discussions with County Cllr Binns regarding highway 
improvement matters in the town, he had concluded that in future it would be advisable for NTC to 
take a pro-active approach in informing Cllr Binns of possible highway projects at the beginning of 
each financial year. 
 
2013/180  Squirrel control in Norton Wood (minute 2013/163) 
The Clerk reported that she had received an email from Mr Will Wilkinson of Charlton Abbotts 
apologizing for some errors that had occurred in his original estimate regarding the costs of visits to 
service the Kania traps, and providing further clarification.  The total cost of installing, painting and 
pre-baiting 3 Kania traps would be £249 which included an administration fee.  Mr Wilkinson had 
originally recommended six blocks of visits (each block 2 men x 5 days at a cost of £350 per block 
plus an administration fee) but in view of the cost now considered that two blocks should be carried 
out initially – with more being undertaken depending on the level of success of the operation.  If all 
went smoothly and Mr Wilkinson was not required to visit the site the administration charge for 
each block would be approx 25%.  If he was required to make visits the charge would rise to 40%. 
 
After a short discussion it was agreed to ask Charlton Abbotts to proceed authorising the use of 3 
traps and 2 initial blocks of trapping (£249 + £700 + admin charge). 
 
2013/181  Market Street pedestrianisation proposal (minute 2013/166) 
Cllr Kelly reported that he and Cllr Carter had met with County Cllr Binns to discuss the possibility of 
a pedestrian priority scheme being considered for Market Street.  Cllr Binns had agreed to liaise 
with Mr Richard Gray to establish procedures.  Cllr Kelly had spoken to several Market Street 
traders and planned also to discuss his ideas with residents of the street. He would also write an 
article for Nailsworth News. 
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2013/182  Projects for Leyhill Prison (minute 2013/168) 
Cllr Elliott reported that Forest Green Residents’ Association had suggested that removal of graffiti 
from boulders installed near the Lawnside MUGA might be a suitable project for Leyhill Prison’s 
‘Through the Gate’ scheme. The Clerk agreed to pass this information on to the organisers. 
 
2013/183  Access issues to Hanover footpath (minute 2013/169) 
Cllr S Robinson reported that he had met with Mr Bill Bruton who had indicated that he was 
prepared to accept a suitable barrier at the edge of his car park to prevent over-hang from parked 
vehicles. Discussion ensued, with some councillors expressing concern that if a barrier were erected 
pedestrians would be obliged to walk across the area of rough ground currently designated as an 
offloading space for users of the Mortimer Room. Some felt that this area might need to be 
resurfaced and that its use as an offloading area should be discontinued. The Clerk suggested that 
carefully positioned bollards could prevent vehicle over-hang whilst still allowing pedestrians to walk 
across Bruton’s car park.  
 
After further discussion, it was agreed that Cllrs S Robinson and Duckworth would inspect the site 
together with the Clerk and with a view to drawing up a proposal for the resurfacing of the path 
and adjacent area. 
 
2013/184  Reduction in street lighting at Lawnside (minute 2013/170) 
The Clerk reported that GCC had examined a resident’s request for reduced lighting in part of 
Lawnside but had concluded that the two lights in question did not belong to GCC, as the land on 
which they were situated had not been adopted by GCC from the developer. The Clerk agreed to 
forward GCC’s email to Cllr Binns and Cllr S Robinson agreed to visit the resident concerned to 
explain the situation. 
 
2013/185 FGRFC planning application S.13/1140/106R (minute 2013/174). 
Cllr Carter reported that consideration of this planning application had been withdrawn from the 
agenda of SDC’s Development Control Committee on 12 November and was likely to be considered 
by the committee in January.  Unfortunately Cllr Carter would not be able to attend that meeting 
but he proposed to liaise with District Cllrs Blackwell and Sims, who would be present and would 
ensure that NTC’s views were represented.  Cllr Kay indicated that he was also planning to attend 
the meeting. In response to a question, Cllr Kay confirmed that NTC’s comments were now 
available in full on the SDC Planning website and that he proposed to send them to members of the 
Development Control Committee.  
 
2013/186  REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
County Cllr Binns reported that GCC’s budget setting process was ongoing. She indicated that GCC 
was committed to zero tax increase for the next two financial years and that this commitment had 
cross-party support.  In response to questions, Cllr Binns confirmed that GCC leader Cllr Mark 
Hawthorne was lobbying Central Government through all available channels regarding proposed 
cuts in government funding. GCC would be carrying out a consultation in due course on its 
proposed budget for 2014/15 with stakeholder groups but as far as Cllr Binns was aware there 
were no plans to ask residents if they would support a small rise in council tax to reduce cuts in 
GCC expenditure on specific services. 
 
Cllr Binns explained that she met regularly with Richard Gray GCC Highways and suggested that 
NTC councillors should email her with highway issues as they arose so she could bring these up 
with him.  She reported that she had met recently with residents of Star Hill to discuss possible 
traffic calming at the top and bottom of Star Hill and Jubilee Road.  She felt that consultation on 
this should be broadened to include residents of neighbouring areas such as Moffatt and Northfields 
Roads and hoped that a larger meeting could be arranged to seek to arrive at a consensus. Cllr 
Binns was currently liaising with Richard Gray to consider whether temporary traffic calming 
measures could be introduced as a pilot.  Cllr Duckworth, whilst seeing merit in the idea of traffic 
calming in this location, expressed a preference for a whole-town approach to traffic management 
rather than piecemeal measures. Cllr Binns noted that a petition organised by the A46 Group calling 
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for road safety improvements on the A46 was shortly to be presented at Shire Hall and 
confirmed her support for the campaign. 
 
Cllr Binns reported that owing to slippage the £1.2m budget allocation for Health and Wellbeing 
projects in the county would be carried forward to 2014/15 and added to the budget for that year. 
Bids for projects would be invited after 1 April 2013 and Cllr Binns undertook to inform NTC of the 
new deadline when this was set. In response to a question from Cllr Thorpe, Cllr Binns said she was 
unaware of any proposal to cut services to Children’s Centres or libraries and she would strenuously 
oppose any such suggestions. 
 
District Cllr Blackwell reported that he had received information via Cllr Duckworth from traders in 
the town centre regarding waste collection timings, which he had passed on to SDC officers.  It 
appeared that black bags from town centre residences sometimes caused obstructions on 
pavements as they were not scheduled for collection until quite late in the mornings.  Cllr 
Duckworth added that he had suggested that the collection route be altered to enable town centre 
waste to be collected earlier in the day before the town became busy and SDC had agreed to 
monitor the situation and report back. 
 
Cllr Blackwell reported that consideration of the current planning application for Setwell, Walkley 
Wood had been deferred pending further investigation into issues relating to land ownership and 
access rights.  Permission had been granted for a biomass boiler at the Railway Hotel.  Cllr 
Blackwell agreed to check on the status of a planning application relating to Tradeplas and report 
back. 
 
In response to a question, Cllr Blackwell confirmed that he had notified Peter Wilson, the 
Neighbourhood Warden of a problem with fly-tipping which had occurred in Pensile Road. 
 
2013/187  REPORT FROM TOWN MAYOR 
Cllr Duckworth read out a short report from the Town Mayor. The Mayor reported that he had 
attended a Forest Green Rovers FC home match on 2 November during which there had been a 
moving event relating to the annual Remembrance commemoration and a good result for the home 
team. 
 
2013/188  REPORT OF DEPUTY MAYOR 
Cllr Duckworth reported that he had officiated at the annual Nailsworth Remembrance Parade on 
10 November and he commended the organisers of this excellent event.  On 9 November he had 
attended a meeting of various organisations to discuss possible ways to commemorate the 100th 
anniversary of the outbreak of World War 1 in 2014, He proposed to put this matter on the agenda 
of a subsequent NTC meeting. He had learned that Avening Parish was considering supplying 
plaques for the homes of fallen soldiers in the parish.  Cllr Kay agreed to mention this initiative to 
the local branch of the Royal British Legion. 
 
2013/189  REPORT OF TOWN CLERK 
The Clerk reported that she had received a visit from a contractor for Western Power regarding 
trees on NTC land opposite Cobden Villas in Walkley Wood. It appeared that the trees in question 
were obstructing power cables and the company proposed to prune two ash trees and coppice one 
horse chestnut, at its own expense, to resolve the problem. The Clerk had given permission on 
behalf of the Council for this work to be carried out. 
 
2013/190  REPORTS FROM MEMBERS OF OUTSIDE BODIES 
Cllr Carter reported that he had attended his first meeting of the Minchinhampton and Rodborough 
Commons Advisory Committee as NTC’s representative. 
 
Cllr S Robinson reported on a recent SDC Joint Cluster meeting attended by GCC Highways 
representatives. He had taken this opportunity to report that white lining on several road junctions 
in Nailsworth had faded and was in need of re-doing. He had been pleased to learn that recorded 
crime in the parish was 41% down on the equivalent period for the previous year. The police were 
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trialling a ‘positive ticketing’ initiative in the district whereby young people who exhibited socially 
responsible behaviour could receive rewards such as free swims at the Leisure Centre.  
 
Cllr S Robinson reported that he had attended a recent meeting of the Nailsworth Recreation 
Centre Management Committee. He was pleased to report that this organisation was financially 
secure and actively seeking to increase community use of Nailsworth Primary School facilities.  The 
school had expressed concern that local youngsters had been informally using the school field out 
of school hours, and Cllr S Robinson understood that the Neighbourhood Warden had discussed 
with the school possible ways of formalising this use. 
 
Cllr Duckworth reported on the Chamber of Trade’s preparations for its ‘Nailsworth Noel’ event on 
29 November.  This would involve a parade leaving the Fire Station at 6pm and there would be a 
variety of stalls and attractions in the town with a greater emphasis on the Co-op end of Old 
Market.  It was agreed that posters advertising the event could be displayed on the Mortimer 
Gardens railings but not in the Market Street Garden or Leves Corner. Some shops were proposing 
to open on Sundays in the pre-Christmas period and a list would be available. 
 
Cllr Duckworth reported that there had been a good uptake by residents with properties adjacent to 
the A46 of road safety stickers on wheelie bins. Details of the latest activities had been posted on 

the A46 Action Group website. 

 
2013/191  UPDATE ON PROPOSED NAILSWORTH COMMUNITY LAND TRUST. 
Councillors agreed to suspend standing orders to allow Mr Ian Crawley to address the meeting.  
 
Mr Crawley presented a report which had been previously circulated to all councillors.  He explained 
the background to the CLT initiative and explained that two public meetings had been held to 
gauge local interest in the establishment of a CLT and to form a steering group to take the project 
forward. This group was now in the process of being formed and representatives from SDC and 
NTC were required.  The first meeting of the steering group would begin the process of 
investigating suitable sites for affordable housing in the parish and exploring possible sources of 
funding. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding the nature and level of NTC involvement in administrating the CLT’s 
activities.  Mr Crawley explained that, though CLT funding applications to outside bodies were 
typically channelled through town and parish councils, with any grant money received held by them 
on the CLT’s behalf, he understood that the bulk of the necessary research and form-filling would 
be done by the steering committee. It was clarified that the Clerk had not been consulted about the 
nature of NTC involvement in the CLT.  It was noted that it was formal Council approval would be 
necessary for grant applications. 
 
After further discussion the following recommendation, proposed by Cllr Kay and seconded by Cllr 
Carter to unanimous approval was accepted: 
‘Council approves the setting up of a Nailsworth Community Land Trust Steering Group under the 
auspices of the Town Council’. 
 
It was agreed that two councillors be nominated to serve on the CLT Steering Group and Cllr Elliott, 
seconded by Cllr Carter and to unanimous agreement proposed Cllrs Duckworth and S Robinson.  
Cllr Carter explained that he would serve on the Steering Group in his capacity as District Cllr. 
 
The Chair thanked Mr Crawley for his input. 
 
Standing Orders were resumed at this point. 
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2013/192  PROPOSALS FOR NEXT YEAR’S BUDGET 
The following items were proposed for inclusion in the draft budget. 
 

 Revenue Designated 

Town Centre re-development   15000  

Shop Local/no plastic bags 500  

Kickabout/training area MM field 10000  

Hazelwood Bungalow 2000  

Buildings risk assessment 1000  

Town Hall gents toilets GF  10000 

Town gardening plants 800  

KGV changing rooms roof 16000  

Planters 1000  

Christmas lights 6000  

Norton Wood 10000  

New security gate TH 1100  

Electrical inspection TH 1700  

Grants 9500  

Clerical assistance 10500  

Youthworker redundancy fund  200 

Tennis courts  1000 

Play/leisure  3000 

 
Cllr Thorpe expressed concern that there was insufficient time to consider budget items in detail in 
scheduled Council meetings and it was agreed that a special meeting be arranged for this purpose. 
 
2013/193  COUNCIL RISK ASSESSMENTS 
Cllr Carter, seconded by Cllr Elliott, proposed that his draft risk assessment, previously circulated to 
all councillors, be adopted. This was agreed by majority vote, subject to the Town Plan being re-
designated from low to high priority, from 2 to 4 for impact and from 2 to 3 for probability.  Cllr 
Carter explained that the document could be adapted as necessary in the light of changing 
circumstances and it was agreed that risk assessments would be an agenda item on every general 
council meeting. Cllr Duckworth had previously suggested some amendments to the draft 
document and Cllr Carter agreed to circulate these to all councillors for agreement at the December 
meeting. 
 
2013/194  CONSIDERATION OF GRANT APPLICATIONS 
Three applications had been received.  After discussion, it was agreed to award the sum of £2000 
to Nailsworth Festival but to make no award to the Sue Ryder charity from the 2013/14 budget.  
The Clerk read out a letter from Stroud Valleys Project in support of its application for grant aid. 
After discussion, it was agreed that a decision be deferred and SVP be invited to make a 
presentation of no more than 10 minutes to a future Council meeting to explain how the work of 
this environmental charity benefited Nailsworth residents. 
 
In response to a question, the Clerk confirmed that this would leave £1,885 remaining in the grants 
budget for the current year. 
 
2013/195  UPDATE ON NAILSWORTH TOWN ACTION PLAN 
The Clerk reported that Cllr Reed considered that a group of councillors should liaise to draft the 
new Town Plan, utilising the data which had been collected by the Town Team.  Cllr Duckworth 
confirmed that the Chamber of Trade had not yet had the opportunity to discuss the Plan but 
proposed to do so at a future meeting.  Cllr Kay agreed to liaise with Cllrs Reed and Elliott with a 
view recommending a way forward at the Council meeting on 17 December. 
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2013/196  KGV PLAY AREA RENOVATION 
Cllr Thorpe presented a report and recommendations which were circulated at the meeting.  After 
discussion Cllr Thorpe proposed, seconded by Cllr S Robinson and to unanimous approval, that the 
quotation from HAGS of £42,550 for the provision of new play equipment, extension to the play 
area and re-fencing be accepted, subject to confirmation from SDC that S106 money from the 
Hazlewood site redevelopment be made available for the project.  Cllr Thorpe agreed to complete 
the relevant S106 form and forward it to SDC. It appeared that Gloucestershire Environmental Trust 
was no longer able to fund play equipment but might consider funding applications for play area 
fencing.  Cllr S Robinson would make an application for this. Cllr Duckworth noted that there was 
more money in the budget than the value of the quote, but felt that it should be made clear to the 
contractors that there was no contingency available for these works. Cllr Kay thanked Cllrs Thorpe 
and S Robinson on behalf of the Council for their efforts in progressing the project.  
 
2013/197  LOCAL COUNCIL TAX SUPPORT FUNDING PROPOSALS 
The Clerk had circulated an email from SDC regarding its draft proposals for allocating LCTS 
funding which it was holding on behalf of those councils which, like NTC, had elected not to take 
the Council Tax support grant in 2013/14.  Cllr Carter explained that SDC was due to make a 
decision on this matter on 19 December.  Councillors expressed concern that SDC had yet to agree 
the criteria on which bids could be made by town and parish councils as this made it difficult to 
work up suitable projects. 
 
2013/198  OWNERSHIP OF LAND ON CARTERS WAY 
A map was circulated indicating an area of rough land within the Carters Way development at 
Forest Green which had originally been subject to a S106 agreement, now expired as more than 10 
years had passed since the agreement was made.  Cllr S Robinson reported that the land was 
overgrown and subject to fly tipping and he had consulted residents of Carters Way, some of whom 
had expressed an interest in using the land for allotments. The Clerk explained that as the land had 
proved unsuitable for a play area, having only one entrance point, it had therefore not been 
adopted by SDC or NTC, so it was likely that it still belonged to the developer, JJH Homes, which 
had ceased trading.  She had been in touch with JJH Homes’ solicitors who had been unable to 
confirm ownership but were willing to investigate ownership of the land at a minimum cost of £250.  
However the plan she had sent had not indicated the correct location of the land and the revised 
plan might clarify the situation without need for further investigation. 
 
After discussion, Cllr S Robinson proposed, seconded by Cllr Thorpe and to unanimous approval, 
that the Clerk would send the corrected plan to JJH Homes’ solicitors and ask them, if appropriate, 
to investigate ownership of the land at a minimum cost of £250. 
 
2013/199  POLICING FOR NAILSWORTH NOEL ON 29 NOVEMBER 2013. 
This matter was deferred to a subsequent meeting for discussion. 
 
2013/200  TOWN HALL LOWER GROUND FLOOR REFURBISHMENT 
Three quotations for the refurbishing of the floor of the lower ground floor room had been 
received.  After a brief discussion it was agreed that Boardwalk Ltd’s quotation of £1,130 be 
accepted and that the company be asked to carry out the work during the school Christmas 
holidays. 
 
2013/201  ACCOUNTS 

RESOLVED  that the list of accounts for 19 November 2013 totalling £25,553.66 be approved 
for payment. 

Cllr Carter reported that the cost of materials for the barrier he had built  to prevent equine access 
at Shortwood Green (item 243) had been lower than expected because the structure had required 
less material than originally anticipated.  He had visited the site and was pleased to report that it 
appeared to have succeeded in its purpose.  Cllr Carter was thanked for his work. 
 
2013/202  Mr R Olivier – request for felling of beech tree at Newmarket 
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The Clerk had been contacted by Mr Olivier, a resident of Gethsemane stating that he felt that a 
beech tree on NTC land at Bunting Hill which bordered his property had felt ‘oppressively 
dangerous’ in recent high winds and requesting that it be removed.  The Clerk confirmed that the 
tree, which had existed prior to the rebuilding of the property known as Gethsemane nearer the 
Bunting Hill boundary, was inspected on a biannual basis and no action had been recommended.  
The next inspection was due in spring 2014. Councillors were confident with the safety procedures 
already in place and it was agreed that no action be taken at the present time, but that Mr Olivier’s 
concerns would be highlighted to the contractor at the next inspection. 
 
2013/203 GCC – emergency closure B4058 to Horsley 
It was noted that the road was now open. Details of the closure and ongoing work to the road had 
been circulated to all councillors. 
 
2013/204 SDC -  annual meeting with town and parish councils on 7 January 2014 at 
7pm 
The date of the meeting was noted. 
 
2013/205  SDC- vandalism in bus station toilets 
The Clerk reported that she had been contacted by Ms Jenni Parsons SDC explaining that, owing to 
a spate of vandalism, SDC had decided to restrict the hours of opening to 9am – 5 pm daily for a 
period of 3 weeks. Ms Parsons had suggested meeting with the Clerk and NTC cllrs to discuss the 
situation.  Cllrs Kay and Carter agreed to attend. The Clerk agreed to respond to set up the meeting 
and to check whether SDC was aware that the Nailsworth Noel evening would take place during the 
period of early closure. 
 
2013/206  SDC – temporary road closure ref. Nailsworth Noel 
The road closure order was noted. 
* Cllr Kay left the meeting at this point. 
 
2013/207  CONSIDERATION OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED 
 
a)  S.13/1550/HHOLD  Rainbows End, Northfields Road 
     Two storey side extension 
     No observations. 
b)  S.13/2734/DISCON The Vicarage, Avening Road 
     Discharge of conditions 2,3,4,7,8,15 and 20 from planning permission S.12/2414/FUL 
     No observations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
…………………………………………..                                                …………………………………….. 
Chair                                                                                    Date 


