
 

NTC 03.09.13 

21 

NAILSWORTH TOWN COUNCIL 
MINUTES of the MEETING of Nailsworth Town Council 

(Environment Matters) 
held at the Town Hall, Nailsworth 
on Tuesday 3 September 2013 

 

Present 
 
 
 

 
  
   
*
 
* 
 
* 

Cllr MP Robinson (Town Mayor) 
Cllr P Carter 
Cllr JL Duckworth 
Cllr NI Kay 
Cllr MJ Kelly 
Cllr MM Rahman 
Cllr S Robinson 
Cllr SE Thorpe  

Present for part of the meeting  District Cllr E Sims 
Mrs Carole de Lacroix TIC Manager (TIC item) 
Mr S Barnard and Mr A Newport (S.13/1822/FUL – Setwell) 

Apologies     Cllr N Dart 
Cllr A Elliott  
Cllr SM Reed 

 * denotes absence from part of the meeting 

 
The Mayor thanked his fellow councillors for their expressions of concern over his recent health 
incident and was pleased to report that he was recovering well. 
 
2013/68  Town Information Centre 
Mrs de Lacroix TIC Manager reported that the relocation of the TIC to the new building in Old 
Market, which had taken place over the weekend of 10/11 August, had gone smoothly thanks to the 
efforts of Cllr S Robinson, the Town Clerk and her husband, and volunteers. The new building was 
bright, airy and welcoming.  Feedback from visitors had been overwhelmingly positive and there had 
been a discernible increase in footfall.  There was a ‘snagging’ list of small outstanding items for the 
builders to complete and this was in hand.  Mrs de Lacroix confirmed that this list included reference 
to the lighting, which appeared to be different from that specified by NTC and might be insufficiently 
bright to be effective on dark winter days. 
 
The Clerk confirmed that NTC’s financial responsibility for the former TIC building had ceased and 
that a request from the owner for a return of keys was awaited. 
 
In response to a question, Mrs de Lacroix explained that the rear room of the TIC was being used for 
display material but was capable of being used for a small meeting but had no desk or chair. She 
explained that NTC meeting agendas would be displayed in a designated space on the front door of 
the building as there was insufficient room for them on the noticeboard. 
 
Mrs de Lacroix reported that it appeared that the TIC car park was being used appropriately. Police 
vehicles still used the car park on an occasional basis.  The Clerk confirmed that no parking 
agreement existed between the police and NTC and that any arrangement the police might have 
would be with the Library, which had one designated parking space. Cllr S Robinson agreed to 
forward local police email addresses to Mrs de Lacroix who would liaise with the police to clarify the 
situation. 
 
Cllr S Robinson thanked Mrs de Lacroix on behalf of the Council for her extremely efficient handling 
of the move, and particularly for her careful pre-planning and attention to fine detail, which he felt 
had ensured its success. 
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2013/69   Confirmation of environment issues and projects list 
A list of environment issues and projects which had been discussed by the Environment Committee at 
its July meeting and circulated to all councillors was confirmed, subject to the removal of the 
following sections: ‘Fairly Traded Products in Town Council Meetings’; ‘Communication’; Liaison with 
Volunteer Groups’. A copy is attached to these minutes.  Cllr Kay reported that Cllr Elliott had asked 
councillors to indicate issues and projects from the list in which they had a particular interest and had 
received some responses.   
 
Cllr Carter, who was currently SDC representative on the National Trust Minchinhampton and 
Rodborough Advisory Committee was appointed as NTC representative on this body, in the absence 
of any other nominations.  In response to a question, Cllr Carter said that he did not consider there 
would be any conflict in the representing the views jointly of SDC and NTC. 
 
2013/70   Norton Wood 
The Clerk had received a report from Charlton Abbotts Forestry on trees in Norton Wood which had 
identified an oak and a common beech tree as ‘high risk’ and recommended that a full safety 
inspection be carried out.  After discussion, it was agreed that the Clerk would obtain quotations from 
Charlton Abbotts for this work, and also for work to trees which had been identified as ‘medium risk’, 
and that authority be delegated to the Clerk in consultation with the Mayor and Cllr Kay to approve 
the work. 
 
In response to a question, the Clerk confirmed that the costings to be received by NTC in relation to 
the Norton Wood Management Plan covered ongoing maintenance and improvements rather than 
safety checks and subsequent remedial work.  After discussion, it was agreed that in future the Clerk 
would ask Charlton Abbotts to supply costings for work to trees identified as ‘high risk’ as part of its 
report. 
 
It was agreed that consideration of the various options for squirrel control in Norton Wood would be 
placed on the agenda of the November Town Council (Environment) meeting. 
 
The Clerk reported that a report on trees on the bank adjoining Avening Road had revealed only one 
item which was judged ‘low risk’.  It was agreed that no further action be taken on this at the present 
time. 
 
2013/71    Update on Town Plan 
As Cllr Reed was not present at the meeting consideration of this matter was deferred to a 
subsequent meeting. 
 
Discussion ensued on the current situation regarding proposals to establish a Community Land Trust 
(CLT) for Nailsworth.  Cllrs Thorpe and Duckworth confirmed that they were the NTC representatives 
on the group which had been meeting to consider this matter. Cllr Duckworth agreed to liaise with Mr 
Ian Crawley about writing an article for the October edition of Nailsworth News to elicit the strength 
of local interest in the setting up of a CLT.  Depending on the degree of response, a public meeting 
would be arranged to discuss the setting up of a CLT board, as he understood that such a body 
should be led by community representatives rather than councillors. 
 
Cllr Carter reported that he had arranged to meet with SDC officers and Ms Juliet Tigwell, the GRCC 
representative currently working with SDC on affordable housing projects, to discuss whether there 
were any sites owned by SDC in Nailsworth suitable for the development of affordable housing, in 
addition to the 4 SDC sites previously identified. The meeting would take place on Wednesday 4 
September at 10 am in the Council Chamber, and all interested NTC councillors were welcome to 
attend. The Mayor confirmed that he would be present.  Cllr Carter agreed to report back to the next 
Council meeting. 
* Cllr Thorpe left the meeting at this point. 
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2013/72  Snow warden and winter maintenance preparations 
The Clerk reported that she had contacted Mr Rowland Blackwell who held a stock of loose salt at his 
farm.  She had ordered additional salt stocks. It was agreed that bagged salt would be stored with 
the salt spreader in the outside store adjacent to the new TIC building in Old Market. The Clerk 
would liaise with the town groundsman and would be the point of contact for local residents requiring 
grit bins to be refilled. This facility would be advertised in Nailsworth News in due course. 
 
Cllr Kay agreed to inform Cllr Dart of these arrangements as he understood that Cllr Dart had 
previously indicated that he wished to become involved in overseeing winter maintenance issues. 
 
2013/73   Christmas lights 
Cllr S Robinson reported that there were just 2 old-style NTC Christmas lights remaining in the town 
and proposed that they be replaced with new LED lights for the coming Christmas period. This was 
agreed. It was agreed that any remaining funds in the Christmas lights budget for 2013/14 would be 
used to contribute towards the costs of lighting up a tree near the new TIC for the Christmas period 
2014. 
 
Cllr Kay recalled that in the past the weeping willow tree adjacent to William’s Kitchen used to be lit 
over the Christmas period. The Clerk advised that the tree stood on SDC land and she had been 
informed by SDC that willow trees were not suitable for carrying lights owing to their fast-growing 
nature and relatively weak branches.  She suggested that the electric points near the Fountain 
monument could be used to uplight the tree.  Cllr S Robinson reported that he had noticed that this 
had been done over Christmas 2012, possibly by Mr William Beeston himself. The Clerk agreed to 
check with Mr Beeston and Cllr Kay agreed to liaise with Mr Brian McGough SDC to discuss the 
matter. 
 
2013/74   Speed limit over Shortwood Green 
Cllr S Robinson reported that he had been contacted by a resident living on the road below 
Shortwood Green who felt that there was a problem with speeding traffic on the road bisecting the 
Green, and had requested that a 20 mph speed limit be introduced. The respondent was considering  
organising a petition. He had received a similar request for Fewster Road from a resident living in 
that area.  Cllr S Robinson suggested that in the long term NTC should work towards achieving a 20 
mph limit on all narrow roads within the parish, which he suggested could be considered as part of 
the emerging Town Plan.  Cllr Kelly reported that the issue of 20 mph limits had been discussed by 
the Access Group and agreed to raise the matter again at the group’s next meeting on 1 November. 
 
After discussion, Cllr S Robinson undertook to provide the residents with contact details for 
Nailsworth County Cllr Dorcas Binns, and also to inform them that NTC was aware of speeding 
problems in the town and planned to address these as part of the Town Plan. He agreed to liaise with 
the police to seek approval for Speedar checks on the two sites. 
 
2013/75    Switching off street lights after midnight 
Cllr S Robinson reported he had received a request from resident of Lawnside, Forest Green for some 
streetlights in his area to be switched off at midnight as he felt level of lighting was excessive and 
intrusive on his property. The Clerk advised that it was GCC policy not to switch off lights in areas 
near schools or where vulnerable residents lived.  It was possible that this policy was being applied in 
the area in question. The Clerk was asked to arrange a site meeting with the GCC Lighting Team and 
the resident, and Cllr S Robinson agreed to do a walking inspection of the area at night. 
 
2013/76    Lime tree in Jubilee Road 
The Clerk reported that she had received a report from Tree Maintenance on the condition of a lime 
tree on Forest Green green over which a Jubilee Road resident had raised concerns.  The report had 
stated that the tree appeared to be in good health and did not at present pose a risk, so no safety 
work was recommended at the present time.  However, the report indicated that the tree could 
potentially pose a risk in the future as it grew larger, and the long term solution would be to remove 
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the tree completely and replant with a new tree away from buildings. The Clerk would send a copy 
of the report to the resident, as had been previously agreed.  
 
2013/77  Horses on Shortwood Green 
In response to a question from Cllr Carter, the Clerk explained that the Council had previously 
discussed possible methods of preventing horses and riders using a section of bank on the lower part 
of the green to enable the surface to regenerate. However, action on this matter had been 
postponed pending the completion of excavation work on the green by the water company.  This 
work had now been completed and the green reinstated. Cllrs Carter and S Robinson agreed to meet 
at the site with a view to recommending for subsequent discussion a design for a barrier system to 
prevent horses accessing the area. 
*Cllr Kay left the meeting at this point. 
 
2013/78    Consideration of planning applications received 
*  Cllr Rahman left the meeting at this point 
a)  S13/1769/ADV  47 George Street 
Proposed front sign 
Object. This is contrary to the adopted Nailsworth Design Statement, recommendation 23: ‘Hanging 
signs must be proportionate in scale to the building and the other features of the shopfront. 
Internally illuminated box signs are not acceptable’. The proposed sign is very large and in a 
prominent  position on an attractive heritage building. 
b) S13/1764/LBC Railway Hotel, Station Road  
Flat aluminium windows within the modern extension 
No observations. 
c)  13/1712/TCA  Dunkirk Mills, Inchbrook 
Works to various trees in conservation area 
No observations. 
d)  S13/1822/FUL Land adjoining Setwell, Walkley Wood 
Erection of one detached dwelling with vehicular access and parking 
Object. 
1. Walkley Lane is a class 4 highway and the parking arrangements and configuration is inadequate. 
2. The suggestion that the other properties could use the footpath to the west as a means of access 
would have a severe adverse affect on their amenities and  it is probably impossible to use the 
footpath as a road. The junction of Walkley Lane and Rockness Hill is substandard and   
inadequate to take additional traffic. 
3. The scale of this development is out of proportion to the land available. 
4. The land to the north east of the site which is marked as part of the site is in fact common land in 
the ownership of this council. This was subject to a court order in 1998 preventing the owner of 
Setwell from using it for parking, storage or building. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
……………………………………………………                                ………………………………….. 
Chair                                                                             Date 
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Environment Issues and Projects List from September 2013 
 

 

Issue/project Who involved Timescale 
Woods and footpaths Cotswold wardens Ongoing 

Cllrs Dart and Kay 
 

Shortwood green  
 

Ongoing 
Cllr Kay 

Shortwood graveyard 
 

 Ongoing 
Cllr Kay 

Norton Wood Charlton Abbotts Forestry Cllrs Reed and Carter 
 

Street 
furniture/environmental 
enhancement 

 Ongoing 
Cllrs Duckworth and Kelly 

Town Information Centre TIC manager Ongoing 
 

Environmental plans  
 

Cllr Duckworth 

Bunting Way and NT 
liaison and common land 

National Trust Cllr Carter 

Bus station shelter Ruskin Mill 
 

Completed July 2013 

Bus station redesign SDC Ongoing 
Cllr Duckworth 
 

Gloucestershire Wildlife 
Trust liaison 

GWT/Ellen Winter Ongoing 

Town Plan 
 

 Ongoing 

Transport issues  Ongoing 
Cllr M Robinson 
 

Accessibility  Ongoing 
 

Snow warden/winter 
maintenance 

 Ongoing 
Cllr Dart 

Hazelwood Bungalow  Ongoing 
Cllr S Robinson 
 

Town Clock  Ongoing 
 

War Memorial  Ongoing 
Cllr Kay 
 

 
 


