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NAILSWORTH TOWN COUNCIL 
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 

Minutes of a meeting held on 2 September 2014 
 

Present 
 

 
 
 
 

Cllr MP Robinson (Town Mayor)  
Cllr NI Kay 
Cllr MJ Kelly 
Cllr SM Thorpe 

In attendance  Cllr S Robinson 

Present for part 
of the meeting 

 Mr Will Wilkinson – Charlton Abbotts Forestry 
Mrs Marilyn Miles and Mr Michael Johnson – Norton Wood 
Orchard Group 

Apologies   Cllr N Dart 
Cllr SM Reed 

 

In the absence of the Cllr Reed, the meeting was chaired by the Mayor. 
It was unanimously agreed to co-opt Cllr S Robinson onto the Committee for the meeting. 
 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Cllr M Robinson declared an interest in Item 7 - TIC update on business rates re-valuation. 
 
NORTON WOOD – REPORT FROM MR WILL WILKINSON  
The Mayor welcomed Mr Wilkinson to the meeting.  Mr Wilkinson summarised progress on 
the Norton Wood Management Plan and raised the following points. 

• 26 squirrels had been trapped and despatched.  This was considered to be an 
effective result.  All traps had now been collected in. The contractor had suggested 
that the operation be resumed for half the length of this year’s operation in 
May/June 2015. Mr Wilkinson agreed to provide costings for this work. 

• The planned tree safety works had been completed. Three local residents had raised 
additional tree safety issues which Mr Wilkinson would refer to in his forthcoming 
annual safety report due in November. 

• Additionally, a resident of Burford’s Ground had raised concerns about the potential 
impact of high winds on some oak, beech and ash trees where the wood bordered 
this area. Mr Wilkinson had inspected the trees and advised that in his view no 
action was necessary at the present time.  He would cover this matter in his 
November report. 

• Wood resulting from tree thinning had been left for the public to collect as previously 
agreed. Much of this still remained. Some of the wood was still in long lengths.  Mr 
Wilkinson suggested that these be split into smaller pieces to encourage collection 
and indicated that this would add around 1-2% to maintenance costs.  This was 
agreed and Mr Wilkinson undertook to report back on the effectiveness of this 
strategy. 

• Mr Wilkinson suggested that clearance of encroaching vegetation from the paths and 
rides in the woods could be prioritised, if desired, over crating a clearing in 
Compartment 1. 

• Mr Wilkinson stated that there was no current evidence that quad bikes were being 
used in the wood. The cemetery entrance could be made impassable for motorised 
vehicles by the erection of a post. He outlined three possible options to preclude 
access for motorised vehicles via the 5 bar gate entrance point adjacent to Norton 
Ridge. 

 
After discussion, councillors agreed that a notice be placed on the gate stating ‘No 
bicycles or motorised vehicles’ and to monitor the situation. 
 
After further discussion, it was agreed to recommend that Charlton Abbotts be instructed 
to proceed with all the recommended work devolving from Year 1 of the Management Plan 
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including creation of a clearing in Compartment 1, and clearing the paths and rides, at total 
cost of £5,500 approximately.  
 
Mr Wilkinson was thanked for his attendance and his report and advice. 
 
REPORT FROM NORTON WOOD ORCHARD GROUP 
The Mayor welcomed Mrs Marilyn Miles and Mr Michael Johnson to the meeting.  Mrs Miles 
presented a detailed report on the activities of the Orchard Group, which had previously 
been circulated to all members of the Committee. The orchard project, a co-operative 
venture between NTC and Go-Grow which had started in 2010, was now well established 
and the new and previously existing trees were now producing apples, pears and plums.  A 
core group of 6-8 members had been regular helpers and had been participating in work 
sessions every 2 months over the past year. It was envisaged that now the orchard was 
established this could be reduced to 3 or 4 times per year.  Clearance work had enabled a 
large walnut tree to thrive but this was shading the other fruit trees.  Mr Wilkinson was 
asked to inspect the tree, together with some overgrowing hazel trees on the edge of 
the orchard and report back to the Committee. 
 
Mrs Miles explained that Go-Grow’s income was now insufficient to fund insurance cover for 
volunteers and consequently the group was requesting that NTC consider providing 
appropriate cover.  The Clerk undertook to discuss the matter with the Council’s insurers. 
ACTION: Clerk 
 
Cllr Thorpe thanked the Orchard Group on behalf of the Committee for its invaluable work in 
successfully restoring the old orchard area for the benefit of the community. 
 
UPDATE ON STREETS AHEAD CAMPAIGN 
Cllr Kelly reported that Sue Bushell and her team from the Guide Dogs Association were 
planning a range of consciousness-raising events in Nailsworth associated with its ‘Streets 
Ahead’ campaign to improve pedestrian accessibility and safety in town centres. The 
activities would take place on Saturday 25 October between 10 am and 4 pm to coincide 
with the Farmers’ Market. The Association would have a marquee and guide dog trainers, 
pups and newly trained guide dogs would be present. Neil Carmichael MP had agreed to 
participate and Cllr Kelly hoped as many NTC councillors as possible would join in with the 
proposed activities, which would include assisted blindfolded walks for sighted volunteers 
around the town. The local police had been notified.  Additionally, it was hoped that an 
inflatable ‘sensory tunnel’ containing a variety of surfaces to enable sighted volunteers to 
simulate the experience of visual impairment would be available in the Town Hall. 
Spectacles simulating different eye conditions would be provided. 
 
The Clerk advised that at the Main Hall floor in the Town Hall had recently been resurfaced 
it was important that some form of protective floor covering be provided by the Association 
to prevent damage occurring whilst the tunnel was being installed and used.  Cllr Kelly 
agreed to investigate further. 
ACTION: Cllr Kelly 
 
It was agreed that no hire charge be made for the Town Hall on this occasion as this 
event was related to a campaign that the Town Council had agreed in principle to support. 
 
SHORTWOOD CHURCH – INSPECTION OF GRAVESTONES 
The Clerk reported that the annual safety ‘push test’ of gravestones in Shortwood 
churchyard had been completed.  Some stones had been laid flat and the Parish Church had 
been informed. 
 
CHRISTMAS LIGHTS 
The Clerk had received a quotation for work totalling £686.00 to reduce the canopy of a 
tree adjacent to the Town Information Centre. This included a sum of £46 for recycling the 



 3 

debris and £25 to confirm with SDC the status of the tree.  Once the work was done, the 
tree could be illuminated, hopefully for Christmas 2015. After discussion, it was agreed to 
recommend that the work be carried out. 
 
Cllr S Robinson confirmed that he had obtained 3 quotations for installing the Christmas 
lights and the quote from SP Electrical had proved the most competitive. Consequently, he 
and the Clerk had met with Dave Papps from SP Electrical to discuss lighting for Christmas 
2014.  The lighting would be the same as that provided for 2013 plus the 2 new LED lights 
which had already been purchased for Market Street and Leves Corner. The Clerk reported 
that the lights in the tree in Mortimer Garden were coming to the end of their useful life and 
would need to be replaced after the 2014 Christmas season.  Cllr Carter had previously 
suggested that the Mortimer Garden tree be uplit but it was felt that pea lights would be 
more suitable for this location. However the TIC and Market Street trees would be suitable 
for uplighting. 
 
After discussion, it was agreed to recommend that 2 uplighters be purchased, one for 
the tree in Market Street Garden to be installed for the Christmas 2014 season and the 
other for the tree by the TIC for installation for Christmas 2015, at a cost of approximately 
£300 The Clerk was authorised to arrange disposal of the old Christmas lights which were 
currently in storage. SP had passed on details of a specialist contact who could advise on 
uplighting and Cllr S Robinson agreed to contact him for advice. 
ACTION:  Clerk and Cllr S Robinson 
 
LITTER AND DOG WASTE BINS UPDATE 
The Clerk reported that she had been informed by SDC’s Dog Warden that there was no 
statutory regulation preventing the deposit and collection of general and dog waste together 
from the same bins.  SDC officers were working on a report with recommendations 
regarding its future strategy for dog waste, and in the meantime no further dog waste bins 
were being installed by SDC.  NTC could purchase its own dog bins but these would either 
have to be of the same design as the SDC ones, or unlockable, and NTC would be obliged to 
negotiate its own emptying contract with Veolia.  Cllr S Robinson agreed to discuss this 
matter further with SDC officers.  The Clerk confirmed that it was her understanding that 
SDC would continue to empty any additional general waste bins provided by NTC. 
ACTION Cllr S Robinson 
 
After discussion, it was agreed to seek to install a large lockable floor-mounted general 
waste bin, of the same design as the one in Market Street Garden, on the opposite side of 
the road to the Arkell Centre.  Cllrs S Robinson and Thorpe agreed to liaise to suggest a 
suitable location, which would need to be approved by SDC. 
ACTION:  Cllrs S Robinson and Thorpe 
  
TOWN INFORMATION CENTRE REVIEW 
A written report from Mrs de Lacroix, TIC manager, reviewing the last 3 years of its 
operation, previously circulated to Committee members, was discussed. Members were 
pleased to learn that footfall and business had increased significantly since the TIC had 
moved to its new premises in August 2013 and that feedback from volunteers and visitors 
had been very positive.  Members extended their thanks to Mrs de Lacroix and her team of 
volunteers for their excellent work.  
 
The Clerk reported that the Nailsworth News team had agreed in principle to circulate an 
updated version of the Shops and Services Directory, as a pull-out centre spread in a 
future edition. After discussion, it was agreed that Mrs de Lacroix would be asked to update 
the Directory as an A4 pull-out in a contrasting colour to the Nailsworth News, with the 
printing costs to be met by NTC. Extra copies would be made available in the TIC.  Cllr Kelly 
undertook to research the most suitable colour for readers with limited vision and report his 
findings to the Clerk. 
ACTION:  Cllr Kelly 
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The Clerk had sought informal advice from a chartered surveyor who had expertise in rating 
assessments regarding the recent re-valuation of the TIC premises. She read out a letter 
received in response which advised that there were no grounds for NTC to appeal against 
the re-valuation.  In the light of this advice, members  agreed not to appeal against the 

re-valuation. The Clerk was asked to apply to SDC for rate relief. 
ACTION:  Clerk 
 
QUERY REGARDING HORSE ACCESS TO SHORTWOOD GREEN 
The Clerk had circulated an email received from the County Access and Bridleways Officer 
for the Gloucestershire branch of the British Horse Society claiming that equestrian access 
to Shortwood Green was legitimate under Section 15 of the CRoW Act 2000 and requesting 
details of any specific byelaw affecting such access. The Clerk reported that she had 
acknowledged the email and forwarded it to the GCC Rights of Way Officer and was 
awaiting a response. 
 
PROPOSAL TO INTRODUCE A 20 MPH SPEED LIMIT IN NAILSWORTH 
Cllr S Robinson reported on research he had undertaken with GCC regarding the possibility 
of the introduction of a 20 mph hour speed limit on selected roads within the parish.  He 
had learned of a proposal to introduce such a limit in 80 roads in the Stroud area, funded 
from Stroud County Cllr Sarah Lunnon’s £20,000 allocation for her division for the current 
year.  Cllr S Robinson suggested that County Cllr Binns might be approached with a view to 
making a similar allocation for her division in the next financial year. He indicated that he 
proposed to work with the A46 group to research suitable roads in Nailsworth for the 
introduction of a 20 mph speed limit, hopefully within the next 2 years.  In the meantime 
the A46 group planned to erect more ’20 is Plenty’ advisory speed warning signs in 
Watledge, Shortwood and other areas in the parish. 
 
In discussion, it was suggested that a local consultation exercise should be conducted in 
order to gauge residents’ feelings prior to any decision being made on the introduction of 20 
mph limits in the town, and that this should include education on the benefits of speed 
reduction and possibly a public meeting to which Cllrs Lunnon and Binns could be invited. 
Cllr S Robinson undertook to discuss the possibility of such a meeting with Cllr Binns. 
ACTION:  Cllr S Robinson 
 
The Clerk reported that she had received a letter from a resident of Theescombe Lane 
raising various issues regarding speed restriction signs in that area.  The Mayor agreed to 
contact the resident to discuss his concerns and to copy the letter to Cllr Binns, if 
appropriate.  
ACTION:  Cllr M Robinson 
 
REPLACEMENT OF NAILSWORTH TOWN SIGNS 
Cllr S Robinson stated that the Nailsworth town boundary signs were looking somewhat 
grimy. He had personally cleaned them in the past but no longer had the time to do this. 
The Clerk agreed to ask the Town Groundsman to clean the signs if time permitted. She 
confirmed that the signs had been repainted in the past.  It was suggested that budget 
provision for improvements to town signage could be considered for the forthcoming 
financial year. 
ACTION:  Clerk 
 
WINTER GRITTING ARRANGEMENTS 
The Clerk reported that the winter gritting arrangements were in hand and after 
consultation with the Snow Warden had ordered additional supplies of loose and bagged 
salt. 
 
 
 



 5 

MAINTENANCE OF COUNCIL LAND ALONG SHORTWOOD ROAD 
The Clerk reported that she had received an email from the new owner of ‘Rosedene’ 
Shortwood Road expressing concern about overgrowing vegetation on Council land on the 
opposite side of the road to his property. He felt this was causing drivers to veer close to his 
house, and that this could potentially damage his property.  The Clerk had met the resident 
on site and given him permission to cut back one small bush.  The resident had also asked if 
the Council would consider reducing the height of some trees on the top of the bank 
opposite the house as he felt they were restricting the light to his property and he also 
wondered if they might present a hazard. 
 
After discussion, it was agreed that the Clerk would ask Tree Maintenance to carry out a 
safety inspection of the trees and advise on any remedial work. 
ACTION:  Clerk 
 
ITEMS FOR  NEXT YEAR’S BUDGET 
After discussion, it was agreed to put forward the following budget items to Council: 
Renovate town signage:                                             £2,000 
Tree work including Norton Wood Management Plan:  £10,000 
Provision of litter bins:                                                  £500 
Environmental enhancement:                                    £10,000 
Town improvements:                                                  £3,000  
LED Christmas lights for Mortimer Garden Tree             £6,000 
 
RECYCLING BINS IN OLD MARKET 
Cllr Thorpe felt that the recycling bins in Old Market were unsightly in their current location 
and undertook to discuss with SDC the possibilities of relocating them or improving their 
appearance.  However, other councillors felt that the bins were an important resource which 
needed to be located in the town centre. 
ACTION:  Cllr Thorpe 
 
PROPOSAL FOR ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE TO BE GIVEN DELEGATED POWERS 
ON SPENDING 
Cllr Kay, seconded by Cllr Thorpe and to unanimous approval, proposed that the  
Environment Committee be given delegated power to authorise expenditure on items 
included in the Committee and Committee designated fund budgets subject to a ceiling of 
£5000. 
 
NEW BUS SHELTER IN NAILSWORTH BUS STATION 
Cllr Thorpe queried whether SDC had made any progress regarding the proposed new bus 
shelter in the bus station.  Cllr S Robinson agreed to investigate. 
ACTION:  Cllr S Robinson 
 
PAVEMENT IN OLD MARKET 
Cllr Thorpe recalled that Cllr Binns had reported that GCC had allocated funding for 
improvements to the uneven pavement outside the Co-op in Old Market and queried when 
the work would be done.  The Clerk agreed to check this with Cllr Binns. 
ACTION:  Clerk 
 
COMMUNITY ENERGY SCHEMES 
Cllr Thorpe reported that she would be attending a conference on community energy  
co-operative schemes on 11 September. 
 
PARKING ON PAVEMENT OUTSIDE TESCO, OLD MARKET 
Cllr S Robinson had received a complaint from a resident that vehicles were frequently 
parked on the lowered pavement outside Tesco, restricting pedestrian access.  He 
wondered if the pavement could be raised to discourage this practice. The Clerk stated that 
she understood that the pavement had been lowered to enable vehicles to make deliveries 
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to Tesco without blocking the traffic.  She agreed to liaise with Cllr Robinson and, if 
appropriate, to pass the complaint on to GCC. 
ACTION:  Clerk and Cllr S Robinson 
 
PATH ADJACENT TO JOVIAL FORESTERS DEVELOPMENT, NORTHFIELD ROAD 
Cllr S Robinson noted that the surface of the footpath alongside the new development at 
the former Jovial Foresters public house had been broken up and replaced with chippings.  
He expressed the hope that the developers would re-surface it with tarmac.  The Clerk 
reported that, with Cllr Reed, she would be meeting with the developer on site the following 
day. 
ACTION:  Clerk 
 
 
 
 
……………………………………………………..                               ……………………………………….. 
Chair                                                                                  Date 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS AND RESOLUTIONS FOR RATIFICATION BY FULL COUNCIL 
 
 
RECOMMENDED              that Charlton Abbotts Forestry be instructed to proceed with all  
                                       the recommended work outstanding from Year 1 of the  
                                     Management Plan at a total cost of approximately £5,500. 
 
RECOMMENDED              that the quotation of £686.00 from Tree Maintenance to reduce  
                                       the canopy of the tree adjacent to the TIC be approved. 
 
RECOMMENDED              that two uplighters be purchased at a total approximate cost  
                                     of £300 to uplight trees at Christmas in Market Street  
                                     Garden and adjacent to the TIC respectively. 
 
RESOLVED                      to seek to install a large lockable floor-mounted general  
                                        waste bin, of the same design as the one in Market Street  
                                     Garden, on the opposite side of the road to the Arkell Centre. 
 
RESOLVED                      that the Nailsworth Shops and Services Directory be                  
                                        updated and reprinted as an A4 pull-out section 
                                     in Nailsworth News, with printing costs to be borne by NTC. 
  
RECOMMENDED             that the Environment Committee be given delegated power to  
                                       authorise expenditure on items included in the Commitee 
                                    and Committee designated fund budgets subject to a ceiling of  
                                    £5,000. 
 
 
           
 
 
 
 
                                  


