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NAILSWORTH TOWN COUNCIL 
MINUTES of the MEETING of Nailsworth Town Council  

held at the Town Hall, Nailsworth 
on Tuesday 1 April 2014 

 

Present 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
* 
 

Cllr  MP Robinson (Town Mayor) 
Cllr N Dart 
Cllr P Carter 
Cllr A Elliott  
Cllr N I Kay    
Cllr MJ Kelly  
Cllr MM Rahman 
Cllr SM Reed 
Cllr S Robinson 
Cllr SE Thorpe 

Present for part of the meeting  Ms Tracy Young, Nailsworth Youth and Community Worker 
District Cllr E Sims, Mr Bill Affleck and Mr Ian Crawley,  
representing Nailsworth Community Partnership 

Apologies     Cllr J L Duckworth 

 * denotes absence from part of the meeting 

 
2014/376  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Cllr S Robinson declared an interest in planning application S.14/0329/FUL Jeanage Youth 
Club. He explained that, as Chair of Nailsworth Youth Club Committee, he would not 
participate in discussion or vote on this application. 
 
The Mayor explained that as a prospective purchaser of a property at the Vicarage 
development he would not be participating in any discussion relating to possible changes 
to access arrangements in Wood Lane. 
 
2014/377  MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING 
The minutes of the Council meeting held on 18 March 2014 were approved and signed, 
subject to the substitution of the word ‘division’ for ‘district’ on minute 2014/359, to read 
‘Additionally, GCC would be making available £5000 Youth Grant for the division …’  
 
2014/378  KGV play area (minute 2014/352) 
Cllr Thorpe reported that the official opening of the improved play area on 31 March, at 
which the Mayor had officiated, had been a great success, with many parents and children 
attending. The event would be featured in the Stroud News and Journal and Nailsworth 
News and she felt this would provide positive publicity for the Council.  The Mayor and Cllr 
S Robinson thanked Cllr Thorpe for her hard work in securing S106 funding and bringing 
the project into fruition in the space of just one year.  
 
2014/379 Town Gardening (minute 2014/353) 
The Mayor circulated details of the Nailsworth Society Gardening Group’s proposals for 
pruning and removal and replacement of some plants in the Mortimer Garden. He 
understood that the work was to be done by up to 10 volunteers, and that the group had 
placed an article publicising the proposals in the latest edition of Nailsworth News. The 
work had been costed at £650 for purchase of plants, which was higher than that 
previously indicated because of the inclusion of plants for a sensory garden area, plus 
approximately £100 for the hire of a skip. Councillors agreed to proceed with the work.  
The Clerk advised that the Council had no specific budget for the project. It was agreed 
that it be funded from the town centre improvements budget. 
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In discussion, the Clerk pointed out that the circular bed was currently tended by a local 
resident. It was also felt that the dwarf buddleia proposed for this bed were unsuitable.  
Cllr S Robinson undertook to liaise with the resident to check whether she would be happy 
with the proposed arrangements and to discuss the matter with the Gardening Group. The 
Mayor would contact the Gardening Group to confirm arrangements for the planting and 
discuss some queries about the planting system raised in discussion. 
 
2014/380  Christmas lights update (minute 2014/354) 
Cllr S Robinson reported that he had received three quotations and proposed to discuss 
these in detail with the Mayor and Clerk in order to draw up a recommendation. 
 
2014/381  Wood Lane (minute 2014/355) 
Cllr S Robinson reported that he and Cllr Duckworth had met with County Cllr Binns to 
discuss the possibility of Wood Lane being made one-way from the KGV end to the 
vicarage.  Some local residents had questioned whether it was necessary for the new road 
serving the vicarage development to feed into Wood Lane and stated their preference for 
the new road to be a cul-de-sac.  Cllr Binns had agreed to take this suggestion to GCC 
Highways.  Cllr S Robinson confirmed that the Wood Lane residents he had spoken with 
appeared to be happy with Wood Lane being blocked at the end, with Park Road their sole 
egress point. 
 
2014/382  Highway improvement projects (minute 2014/357) 
Cllr Kelly reported that Ms Sue Bushell of the Guide Dog Association was willing to attend 
a scheduled Council meeting.  He had informed her of the dates of meetings and was 
awaiting her response. 
 
2014/383  Reports from representatives of outside bodies (minute 2014/362) 
Cllr Reed reported that Nailsworth’s Fairtrade Town status had been renewed by the 
Fairtrade Foundation for a further two years. The Fairtrade Town Steering Group had 
received some extremely positive comments from the Foundation. 
 
Cllr Elliott reported that she understood the Forest Green Residents’ Association was in the 
process of writing to the Council with its views on the proposed MUGA at Forest Green. 
 
2014/384   Review of Council structure and meetings (minute 2014/365) 
Cllr Reed requested that details of the original goals of the new structure be provided, 
together with evidence of the extent to which they had been achieved, to aid councillors 
in their discussion of the structure in the Council meeting on 15 April.    
 
2014/385  YOUTH WORK REPORT 
The Mayor welcomed Tracy Young, Nailsworth Youth and Community worker, to the 
meeting.  Tracy circulated a copy of the Nailsworth Youth Club draft work plan for 
2014/15 and presented a report on the Club’s activities over the past year.  A wide range 
of activities had taken place, including an extremely successful summer residential at 
South Cerney Outdoor Education Centre, and a Junior Wardens Scheme which was run in 
partnership with SDC. Membership of the Youth Club continued to grow and partnerships 
had been established with the Stroud Youth Support Team and the police to support and 
inspire the young people. Plans for 2014/15 included a multicultural art project, further 
development of the Junior Wardens Scheme, another residential and the establishment of 
a Members’ Committee. 
 
Tracy then reported on the community development work she had been doing at the 
Arkell Centre. The Lunch Club was extremely successful.  Tracy was continuing to keep 
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the noticeboards up to date. She was co-delivering the monthly SDC drop-in sessions, 
assisting with the new after-school club which the Primary School was running at the 
Centre and promoting various courses in conjunction with SGS College. 
 
Cllr Kay suggested that it might be useful for NTC to have a link with the district’s Youth 
Council, which he understood was now administered on behalf of SDC by a private 
company.  He wondered if it might be appropriate for an NTC councillor to be represented 
on this group.  
 
The Mayor thanked Tracy on behalf of the Council for her report, and for her excellent 
work in the community. 
 
2014/386  TOWN HALL MAINTENANCE UPDATE 
Cllr S Robinson reported that the floor in the Main Hall was scheduled for re-surfacing in 
August.  A quotation was being sought for the re-pointing of the roof parapet to solve the 
damp problem in the kitchen.  The ground floor men’s and disabled toilets were 
programmed for refurbishment in 2015/6. 
 
The Clerk reported that Ruskin Mill had undertaken the repair of the hole in the Main Hall 
wall but she had noticed that it appeared to be unfinished and would investigate.  
 
2014/387 MORTIMER ROOM UPDATE 
A quotation was being sought for repair to the roof over the toilet. 
 
Cllr Thorpe reported that she had noticed that the fascia board on the shared entrance to 
the library and the Mortimer Room was looking shabby and in need of repair or 
replacement.  The Clerk agreed to draw this to the attention of GCC. 
 
2014/388  STROUD VALLEYS PROJECT – POSSIBLE FUTURE CO-OPERATION 
Cllr Thorpe presented a report, previously circulated, on her recent meeting with Ms Clare 
Mahdiyone of the Stroud Valleys Project (SVP). Ms Mahdiyone had made suggestions for 
biodiversity management projects in the KGV and extension fields and had also suggested 
ideas for a site at Carters Way. SVP had knowledge of grant funding schemes to support 
such schemes. The Clerk confirmed that the Carters Way site was owned by JJH Homes.   
 
Discussion ensued on the state of the extension field and it was agreed that the Clerk 
would contact Spencer Land Drainage of Nupend, Horsley to seek an informal indication 
of potential costs for draining the land. 
 
After further discussion, it was agreed that a working party chaired by Cllr Thorpe and 
consisting of Cllrs Dart, S Robinson and M Robinson be set up to undertake a survey of all 
open spaces in NTC ownership and recommend improvements.   
 

2014/389  TOWN GARDENING UPDATE 
Cllr S Robinson reported that he was awaiting GCC permission to attach planters to 
railings outside Nom Nom and Scrumptious on the Market Street/Bath Road corner. The 
planters would be ordered once this had been gained.  Cllr S Robinson would then plant 
them up and they would be maintained by local shopkeepers. 
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2014/390  KGV FIELD 
Cllr S Robinson reported that Mr Keith Angus was currently seeking 3 quotes for repairing 
the roof the KGV changing rooms. 
 
It was noted that work had started on the concrete base for the new grind rail at the 
skateboard park. 
 
Cllr S Robinson suggested that the newly refurbished KGV play area would benefit from 
more frequent cutting.  He had discussed with the Town Groundsman whether a sit-on 
mower might be useful for this purpose but no suitable storage existed for such a machine.  
The Town Groundsman had suggested that the area would be easier to mow with existing 
equipment if it were rolled. After discussion, it was agreed that a roller be hired from Ermin 
Plant and the Town Groundsman would be asked to roll the area and then cut it at 10 day 
intervals, or as close to this as practicable. 
 

2014/391 UPDATE ON MUGA  
Cllr S Robinson reported that it appeared that the diocese was looking positively at the 
possibility of entering into an agreement with NTC for the siting of a MUGA on its land at 
Nailsworth Primary School.  He agreed to produce draft proposals for a potential way 
forward for the next Council meeting.  Councillors agreed to discuss the possibility of 
setting up a Working Party at the next meeting to progess this matter. 
 
Cllr Carter reported that, together with SDC officers and his fellow ward councillors, he had 
met with representatives of Forest Green Rovers FC to discuss the Club’s forthcoming 
planning appeal. He had learned that the Club was interested in the provision of a ‘3G’ 
pitch and was considering investigating possible sources of funding for this.  
* Cllr Kay left the meeting at this point. 
 

2014/392  CONSIDERATION OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED 
 a)  S.14/0329/FUL  Jeanage Youth Club, Northfields Road 
      Storage unit sited on car park 
      Comment: We feel that the pitched roof should be camouflaged. 
  b)  S.14/0541/HHOLD Rowan House, Shortwood Road 
       Erection of pitched roof above garage.  Extension to porch 
       No observations. 
  c)  S.14/0515/HHOLD  Greenways, Shortwood Road 
       Erection of greenhouse 
       Councillors agreed to arrange to visit the site and defer discussion of this application  
       until the next meeting. 
  d)  S.14/0616/HHOLD 11 Springhill Crescent 
       Single storey side extension 
       No observations. 
  e)  S.14/0348/FUL Forge Cottage, Bath Road 
       Erection of 2 x one bedroom log cabin style dwellings 
       Object.  We regard this as overdevelopment of the site. We consider that additional   
       vehicle movements onto this major road would be dangerous. 
   f)  S.14/0697/FUL The Longhouse, Southfields, Park Road 
       Erection of a conservatory to side (east gable end)      
       No observations. 
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2014/393  FUTURE MANAGEMENT OF NAILSWORTH RECREATION CENTRE 
It was agreed to suspend Standing Orders at this point to allow Mr Bill Affleck, Mr Ian  
Crawley and Cllr Emma Sims, representatives of Nailsworth Community Partnership, to address the 
meeting. 
 
Mr Affleck outlined the history of the Nailsworth Recreation Centre (NRC), explaining that  
Nailsworth Community Partnership Ltd (NCP) had set up the NRC Management Committee to 
manage the out of school hours use of facilities at Nailsworth Primary School on a rolling 10 year 
agreement with the school following the cessation of SDC’s Joint Use Agreement.  
 
This arrangement had now been in operation for three years, during which time bookings had 
increased and capital investment in the facilities had been made.  Mr Affleck felt that there was a 
continuing need for this community resource and was requesting that the Town Council consider 
formally taking over the responsibility of the 10 year agreement and the Booking Agent role. 
 
Mr Crawley explained that he had carried out the role of Booking Agent on a voluntary basis since 
the start of the Agreement.  He outlined the nature and extent of his responsibilities and gave details 
of various administrative and financial arrangements. He suggested that the Centre’s income was 
now sufficient to cover running costs if a person was employed to take over his role on a paid basis. 
Mr Crawley confirmed that the school had indicated it would be happy for NTC to take over the 
Agreement. 
 
In response to various questions, Mr Crawley stated that: 
a) it was his understanding that the school considered itself unable to take on the management and 
booking of its own facilities outside school  
b) there was no contract in the Agreement to maintain the premises, though he had assisted the 
school on a voluntary basis with seeking funding for some maintenance and repair issues 
c) he envisaged that any reserves from grants awarded to NCP for the NRC would be 
transferred to NTC if it took over the Agreement 
d) the main risk for NTC would be loss of income if the number of hirers was to fall, but so far this 
had not been a problem, and he felt that with additional marketing there was considerable potential 
for increased usage.   
 
Cllr Thorpe wondered whether NCP would continue to run the Centre in the event of NTC being 
unable to take on the task.  Mr Affleck confirmed that it was not the intention to see the Centre 
close. 
 
The Mayor thanked Mr Affleck, Mr Crawley and Cllr Sims for their input.  Mr Crawley agreed to supply 
the Council with relevant key documents.    
Standing orders were resumed at this point. 
 
It was agreed that further discussion of NCP’s request would take place at an appropriate time after 
the relevant documents had been received and digested. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
……………………………………………..                                              ……………………………………….. 
Town Mayor                                                                           Date 
 


