
 

NTC 20.01.15 

76 

NAILSWORTH TOWN COUNCIL 
MINUTES of the MEETING of Nailsworth Town Council  

held at the Town Hall, Nailsworth 
on Tuesday 20 January 2015 

 

Present 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Cllr  MP Robinson (Town Mayor) 
Cllr N Dart 
Cllr J L Duckworth 
Cllr A Elliott 
Cllr NI Kay 
Cllr MM Rahman 
Cllr SM Reed 
Cllr S Robinson 
Cllr SE Thorpe 
 
2 members of the public 

Present for part of the meeting  District Cllr E Sims 

Apologies     Cllr MJ Kelly 
County Cllr DLM Binns 

 

2015/253  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 
2015/254  CONSIDERATION OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED 

a S.14/2915 LBC  Railway Hotel, Station Road 
Installation of sign 
No observations 

b S.14/2853/LBC  5 Old Bristol Road 
To replace the current lean-to structure at the rear of the house with a modern 
extension, improving the facilities and space 
No observations 

c S.14/2247/FUL  The Crest, Nympsfield Road 
Proposed 2 storey 3 bedroom detached house  
OBJECT 
Our previous comments still apply. We still consider the car parking for The 
Crest to be quite inadequate. 

d S.14/0726/FUL  Land adjacent to Ondine, Newmarket Road 
To create one 2-bed flat and two 2-bed maisonettes above along with 
landscaping and parking 
OBJECT 
Our previous comments still apply. 

e S.14/1785/FUL  21 Market Street 
Demolition of existing building. Construction of three live/work units and one 2 
bed dwelling 
COMMENT 
1.  We feel that the ground floor occupation should be A1 use only. 
2.  We would like a condition stating that before the new building is occupied 

     the adjacent property within the curtilage of ownership is brought up to 
     standard and ready for appropriate use. 

f S.15/0001/HHOLD  Hollow Stones, Nailsworth Hill 
Erection of sun room 
No observations 

g S.15/0011/HHOLD  The Cottage, Millbottom, Old Bristol Road 
Extension and alterations 
No observations 
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h S.14/2026/DISCON  Worley Lodge, Worley 
Discharge of Conditions 3 - Materials and 4 - Sample panel from permission 
S.13/1959/FUL 
Mr John Chaplin SDC had supplied samples of material for the proposed new 
building and requested NTC’s views.  After discussion, it was agreed to 
recommend ‘Polar White’. 

i S.14/2867/TCA  September House, Chestnut Hill 
Re-pollard one lime tree to original cuts 
Noted. 

j S.15/0040/DISCON Pensile House, Pensile Road 
Discharge of condition 3 (slate roof sample) from permission S.13/1340/LBC 
Noted. 

 
2015/255  PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
There were no questions from the public. 
 
2015/256  MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETINGS 
The minutes of the meetings held on 16 December 2014, 6 January 2015 and 14 
January 2015 were approved and signed.  
 
2015/257  Changes in Stagecoach bus services to Forest Green (minute 
2014/227) 
Cllr Elliott reported that Mr Alan Barrett GCC had confirmed that his negotiations with 
Stagecoach to restore some bus services to Nortonwood were ongoing.  He had 
suggested that it would be helpful if local people could monitor the dates and times 
they observed Stagecoach buses in Forest Green standing waiting to meet their 
timetabled schedules in order to gather evidence to demonstrate that there was slack 
in the current service.  Councillors agreed that this was a possibility if suitable 
volunteers were to come forward.  However, they felt strongly that Stagecoach should 
be urged without delay to conduct a trial to see whether the hourly Gloucester bus 
could meet its timetable whilst still serving Nortonwood and Cllr Elliott agreed to 
contact Mr Barrett again to suggest this. 
 
2015/258  Save Nailsworth Valley campaign (minute 2014/229) 
Cllr Kay was pleased to report that SDC had refused the Newland Homes planning 
application for land north of Pike Lane and that a further objection on highway 
grounds had been added to the officer’s recommendations for refusal. District Cllrs 
Sims and Robinson were thanked for their vigorous and articulate contributions to 
the debate at the Development Control Sub-Committee, and the Mayor thanked Cllr 
Kay for his eloquent representation of the Council’s views at the meeting. 
 
Cllr Kay reported that he understood that if the applicants appealed the decision, this 
would take the form of a hearing rather than an exchange of documents.  He 
advised that in the event of an appeal NTC should consider employing consultants to 
put NTC’s case on both planning and highway grounds. 
 
2015/259  Forest Green Residents’ Association consultation exercise 
(minute 2014/234) 
The Mayor reported that the results of the consultation exercise would be considered 
at the next meeting of the Recreation and Amenities Committee.  
 
2015/260  Town Action Plan (minute 2014/239) 
Cllr Thorpe, who had been unable to attend the Council meeting of 16 December, 
suggested that a Working Party would be a more appropriate forum than a 
Committee for the discussion of the possible development of a new Civic 
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Centre/Centre for the Arts for Nailsworth. She felt that the new Committee’s remit 
was somewhat narrow in comparison with that of the other Council committees and 
stated that she would like to see clear written terms of reference from the outset, 
including reference to an element of public consultation.  
 
Discussion ensued, during which the Clerk confirmed that the new Committee would 
have staffing implications since Council committees, unlike Working Parties, were 
required by law to be advertised in advance and would need to be staffed by herself 
or her assistant and officially minuted.   
 
After further discussion it was agreed that the first item on the agenda of the new 
Civic Centre Committee would be to discuss and draw up appropriate terms of 
reference.   
 
2015/261  Whipp’s Lane, Watledge (minute 2014/238) 
The clerk reported that she had informed GCC of the Council’s objections to the 
proposed designation of Whipp’s Lane as a byway open to all traffic (BOAT) and had 
received an acknowledgement. 
 
2015/262  Change to planning law affecting developer contributions for 
                   small scale development (minute 2014/247) 
Cllr Thorpe confirmed that the approximately £12,000 Section 106 money from the 
Vicarage development was already with SDC so would be unaffected by the change 
in the law.  It appeared that no other S106 monies were pending.  Cllr S Robinson 
stated with regret that the deadline for spending S106 funding for affordable housing 
from the Maple Tree Court development had expired and SDC had spent the money 
in Dursley. The Clerk advised that SDC did not routinely give clear indications of 
S106 deadlines. 
 
2015/263  REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
District Cllr Sims reported that in the light of recent changes in planning law SDC was 
considering the pursuit of a Community Infrastructure Levy on developments where 
appropriate as an alternative to Section 106 agreements.  In response to a question, 
Cllr Sims agreed to ask County Cllr Binns for an update on GCC’s response to the 
Secretary of State’s decision to allow Urbaser Balfour Beatty to build a waste 
incinerator at Javelin Park, and to report back on any action SDC proposed to take. 
 
District Cllr S Robinson reported that he had been working with the new Tynings 
Road Residents’ group which had so far raised £800 towards improvements to the 
SDC play area in the Tynings.  He and Cllr Sims would shortly be meeting with SDC 
officers to discuss this initiative. 
 
2015/264  REPORT FROM TOWN MAYOR 
The Mayor reported that he had attended the recent SDC Development Control Sub-
Committee meeting where the Newland Homes planning application had been 
rejected. 
 
The Mayor reported that he had sent a message of condolence to the Mayor of 
Nailsworth’s twin town of Leves following the recent Paris shootings  The tricolour 
had been flown at half mast in the Mortimer Gardens and a photograph of this had 
been published in the Stroud News and Journal, a copy of which had been sent to 
Leves. 
 
2015/265 REPORT FROM DEPUTY MAYOR 
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Cllr Duckworth reported that he had enjoyed using the new boules court in the 
KGV field on two recent occasions. 
 
Cllr Duckworth reported that SDC hoped to complete the transfer of land at Lawnside 
to Nailsworth Community Land Trust (CLT) by the end of the month and outlined the 
process to be followed to obtain a Community Right to Build Order. This would 
require a majority vote from a town referendum, which would also seek majority 
support for the removal of Right to Buy regulations on the new dwellings. A tentative 
date of 30 July had been set for the referendum but as this would fall within school 
holidays the CLT Steering Group was requesting that an alternative date be 
arranged.  It would be necessary to set up the CLT as a legal entity, which would 
cost around £10,000.  Unfortunately a grant application for this had failed so the 
Steering Group was actively seeking alternative ways of raising the money.  Cllr 
Duckworth was pleased to report that the Nailsworth CLT had been put forward as a 
potential subject for a forthcoming Channel 4 ‘Grand Designs’ TV documentary. 
 
2015/266  REPORT FROM TOWN CLERK 
There was nothing to report. 
 
2015/267  REPORT FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES 
Cllr S Robinson reported on his attendance at a meeting with representatives of  
Minchinhampton and Rodborough Parish Councils to review the Quiet Lanes Scheme 
existing in those parishes, which was designed to slow traffic and give priority to 
cyclists and pedestrians. Rodborough PC was keen to extend the scheme through 
Watledge to the bottom of the ‘W’ and Cllr S Robinson undertook to circulate an 
updated map when available.  He understood that inclusion in the Scheme did not 
automatically involve the imposition of a 20 mph speed limit, although this was the 
case in Rodborough parish. 
 
2015/268  COUNCIL RISK ASSESSEMENTS 
There was nothing to report. 
 
2015/269  REPORT OF ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
The minutes of the meeting of the Environment Committee held on 6 January 2015 
were approved. 
 
Cllr Reed reported that a letter from the Council to GCC urging the reinstatement of 
at least some of the Stagecoach bus services to Nortonwood had been drafted 
and would be forwarded to Cllr Elliott for her comments before being signed by the 
Mayor. 
 
Cllr Reed and the Mayor had completed the distribution of letters to residents living 
adjacent to Norton Wood informing them of the forthcoming maintenance work 
to be undertaken in the wood. 
 
The Clerk confirmed that an email had been sent to County Cllr Binns asking her to 
consider funding repairs to the footway between the Co-op and the junction of 
Old Market with Market Street.  A reply was awaited.  A site meeting with Cllr Binns 
and Mr John Kay GCC to discuss road safety matters at the bottom of the ‘W’ had 
been arranged for 30 January. 
 
The Clerk reported that, following a site meeting, she had received a quotation from 
Tree Maintenance for £655 for the removal of a multi-stemmed ash tree on 
Council land at Bunting Hill adjacent to Vale View, Newmarket Road. This was 
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approved. The Clerk advised that the resident had indicated a willingness to 
utilise the wood.  
 
The Clerk reported that, further to her enquiry, she had been informed by Mr Brian 
McGough SDC that he was re-considering the design for the new shelter for 
Nailsworth Bus Station, in consultation with Mr David Austin.  Cllr S Robinson 
added that he understood from Mr McGough that the design originally recommended 
by SDC and approved by NTC did not fit into the new bays.  Mr McGough had 
confirmed that funding for the new bus shelter was still available and that NTC would 
be consulted on the revised design.  Cllr S Robinson had emphasised the necessity of 
the new design being vandal-proof.  Councillors were disappointed that there 
appeared to be no set deadline for the installation of the new shelter and Cllr S 
Robinson agreed to pursue the matter with Mr McGough.  
 
2014/270   ACCOUNTS AND APPOINTMENT OF INTERNAL AUDITOR 

RESOLVED that the list of accounts for 20 January 2015 amounting to    
                      £50,704.37 be approved for payment. 

The Clerk confirmed that the cost of the new exercise equipment at KGV and Miles 
Marling fields (item 316) had been met from GCC grant funding. 
 
It was agreed that Mr Ian Selkirk be asked to continue to as NTC’s internal auditor 
for the current financial year. 
 
2015/271  APPROVAL OF OPERATING AGREEMENT FOR NAILSWORTH 
                   RECREATION CENTRE  
The draft agreement between NTC and Nailsworth Primary School for the use of 
Nailsworth Recreation Centre outside extended school hours which had been 
circulated to all councillors was discussed.  Proposed by Cllr S Robinson and 
seconded by Cllr Thorpe, the draft agreement was approved subject to the 
following amendments: 

• Preamble paragraph 1 - correct spelling of ‘Nympsfield’ 
• Preamble paragraph 2 - delete ‘at a standard’ and replace with ‘and 

standard’ 
• Preamble paragraph 4 – number conditions from 1-13 

• Condition 7 – revise to read as follows:  ‘Hire charges to be set by the 
Management Committee at a level which maximises use and to be 
reviewed at regular intervals.  Current prices are based on a minimum 
figure of £10 per hour indoors and £5 per hour outdoors, rising 
commensurate with usage for regular hirers with the historic charges of 
£13.80 per hour for the gym and £20 per hour for the hall; £45 for adult 
football matches using the showers and £35 without; £25 for youth 
football matches.’ 

• Condition 8 - insert ‘free of charge’ after ‘used’ 
• Condition 10 – delete ‘regular’ in line 2. 

It was further agreed that if the amendments were acceptable to the school the 
Clerk should prepare copies of the documents for signature by both parties.  The 
Mayor was authorised to sign on behalf of Nailsworth Town Council. 

 
2015/272  LAND REGISTRY – RESPONSE TO NOTIFICATION OF ADVERSE     
                   POSSESSION ON LAND AT BUNTING WAY 
The Clerk had circulated a response from the Land Registry to the Councils’ objection 
to a claim for adverse possession on a piece of land in NTC ownership at Bunting 
Way.  The Land Registry had requested clarification of the legal grounds on which 
NTC sought to object. 
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After discussion, the Clerk was asked to reply to the Land Registry stating that 
NTC had nothing further to add to its previous comments. 
 
Cllr Kay suggested that it could be helpful for the Council to take specific steps to 
clarify which areas of land were in NTC ownership and it was agreed to include this 
topic for discussion at the next meeting of the Environment Committee. 
 
2015/273  PROPOSAL TO AMEND NTC STANDING ORDERS 
Cllr S Robinson, seconded by Cllr Thorpe, proposed the following addition to the 
Council’s Standing Orders: 
‘That from May 2015 all councillors are expected to be a member of at least one 
main Committee’. 
 
The Clerk advised that according to the Council’s existing Standing Orders the 
proposal would now lie on the table until the next full Council meeting when it could 
be debated. 
 
Councillors were mindful that it was necessary to revise NTC’s existing Standing 
Orders in the light of recent legislative changes.  The Clerk confirmed that a start 
had been made on this process and councillors agreed that it was important that the 
revised Standing Orders were in place prior to the election of the new Council in May 
2015. 
 
After further discussion the Mayor and Deputy Mayor agreed to liaise with the Clerk 
to present draft recommendations on the revision of Council Standing Orders to the 
February general Council meeting. 
 
2015/274  Neil Carmichael MP – concerns of FGRA over siting of MUGA 
The Clerk read out a letter from Neil Carmichael MP outlining concerns about NTC’s 
consultation process on the siting of the MUGA, as expressed to him by members of 
Forest Green Residents’ Association (FGRA) and offering to facilitate a meeting 
between both parties. She had formally acknowledged the letter, which had initially 
been sent to Cllr Thorpe as Chair of Recreation and Amenities Committee, stating 
that she would bring it to the attention of full Council. 
 
In discussion, Cllr Kay suggested that Mr Carmichael had been badly advised by 
FGRA.  He reminded councillors that he had previously supplied FGRA with extensive 
background information on the various consultations carried out by the Council in 
relation to the MUGA.  The Mayor observed that there would be opportunity for 
further public comment on the MUGA via the planning process.  Cllr Thorpe added 
that the Council was currently consulting with Forest Green residents on proposals to 
develop the Miles Marling field as a community park and a public meeting had been 
arranged on 7 February at the Arkell Community Centre as part of this process.  She 
looked forward to FGRA’s participation in this consultation.  She regretted that FGRA 
had apparently felt it necessary to approach the MP and expressed the hope that the 
Association would work constructively with NTC on the important task of developing 
facilities at the Miles Marling field for the benefit of all residents. 
 
After further discussion it was agreed that the Mayor would liaise with the Clerk to 
draft an appropriate reply to Mr Carmichael containing historical information on the 
MUGA project going back to 2005 and indicating that councillors would be happy to 
meet with him to discuss any further questions he might have on the MUGA project. 
 
2015/275  GCC – Transport Plan Review 
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A link to the review had been circulated to all councillors.  Cllr S Robinson 
reminded councillors that he and Cllr Duckworth had attended a meeting in 
Nailsworth as part of the review and had raised the issue of the withdrawal of the 
Stagecoach bus service to Nortonwood. 
 
2015/276  GTMF – Notice of Board Meeting 28 January 2015 
The Mayor indicated that he hoped to attend this meeting. 
 
2015/277  GAPTC – invitation to make a nomination for attendance at  
                                   Buckingham Palace Garden Party on 20 May 2015 
Cllr Duckworth agreed to be nominated to attend the Garden Party. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
…………………………………………                                                …………………………….. 
Town Mayor                                                                         Date 
 
 
 
 
 
 


