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NAILSWORTH TOWN COUNCIL 
MINUTES of the MEETING of Nailsworth Town Council 

held at the Town Hall, Nailsworth 
on Tuesday 15 October 2013 

 

Present 
 
 
 

 
  
   
 
 

Cllr MP Robinson (Town Mayor) 
Cllr P Carter 
Cllr N Dart 
Cllr A Elliott 
Cllr MJ Kelly 
Cllr S Robinson 
Cllr SE Thorpe 

Present for part of the meeting  County Cllr DLM Binns 
Mr Brian McGough SDC 

Apologies     Cllr JL Duckworth 
Cllr MM Rahman 
Cllr SM Reed 

Non attendance  Cllr NI Kay 

 
 
2013/127  PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
There were no public questions. 
 
2013/128  PLANNING APPLICATION 13/1963/FUL – IMPROVEMENTS TO NAILSWORTH                         
                   BUS STATION 
The Mayor introduced Mr Brian McGough SDC, who had kindly agreed to attend the meeting to 
assist councillors with their deliberations on SDC’s planning application for improvements to 
Nailsworth Bus Station.  Mr McGough gave additional details on alignment of bus bays, kerb heights 
and materials and answered questions from councillors. 
 
Considerable discussion ensued, with councillors expressing concern that the current application 
involved the net loss of two parking spaces and reduced the number of bus bays from three to two.  
Mr McGough agreed to investigate whether the scheme could be redesigned in order to retain the 
existing number of parking spaces and, if this proved impossible, to consider whether the two 
spaces could be provided on SDC land elsewhere in Old Market.  He explained that in order to 
prevent buses from having to reverse it had been necessary to realign the bays, and the new 
design could only accommodate two bays. Some councillors felt that this was unfortunate as they 
had noticed that it was not unusual to find three buses using the bus station at the same time.  It 
also appeared to be used quite frequently by coach parties. 
 
Councillors were happy with the proposed narrowing of the vehicle entry and exit points to the bus 
station as this was likely to improve pedestrian safety. Mr McGough confirmed that tactile paving 
would be incorporated in these areas. 
 
 Mr McGough circulated images of possible designs for new bus shelters and indicated that there 
was a possibility of GCC S106 money being available to fund the more superior designs.  Whilst the 
application merely focused on the bus station itself, he recognised that the area also functioned as 
a Town Square and was the location for various community events, and he agreed to bear this in 
mind when considering the siting of the bus shelters. Councillors were anxious that the new 
shelters should offer maximum protection against the weather and would be oriented in such a way 
that the occupants would have a clear view of the buses.  In response to a question, Mr McGough 
confirmed that there were no current plans to replace the bus station wall with railings and that 
SDC proposed to retain the existing seats.  However, if finances allowed, it might be possible at 
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some time in the future to consider replacing sections of the wall with railings in order to open 
up the vista into the Mortimer Gardens, as had been suggested by NTC in the past, possibly using 
GCC S106 money. 
 
The Mayor thanked Mr McGough for his valuable input, which he felt had increased councillors’ 
understanding of the details of the proposed redesign, and Mr McGough left the meeting. 
 
After further discussion it was agreed that the following comments be forwarded to SDC Planning: 
1.  We are concerned that the proposed design only allows for two bus bays.  Planning for the 
future, we would prefer 3 bus bays, but accept that this is not feasible due to the limitations of the 
site.  
2.  We regret the net loss of two parking spaces and would ask SDC to look again at whether they 
can be accommodated within the scheme. Would it help to have car parking at 45 degree rather 
than 90 degree angle? If this is not possible we would request that alternative spaces be provided 
elsewhere in Old Market. 
3.  We feel that the area should be made more attractive by the replacement of the existing wall 
with railings in order to open up the vista into the Mortimer Gardens. 
4.  We would emphasise that the space in question functions as a Town Square as well as a bus 
station and is used for a variety of community events. We would request that this be borne in mind 
when deciding on the location and design of the new bus shelters in the overall design of the 
scheme. We would appreciate receiving precise details of the type and siting of the new shelters. 
 
 2013/129  MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING 
The minutes of the meeting held on 1 October were approved and signed. 
 
2013/130  GCC proposals for highway improvements (minute 2013/114) 
Cllr S Robinson had obtained photographs of sub-standard pavements in Old Market which he 
passed on to County Cllr Binns.  He reported that road markings in Wood Lane near the KGV field 
were in need of repainting as they were barely visible and created a potential hazard to 
pedestrians. He agreed to email the postcode of the location to Cllr Binns for her information. 
 
2013/131  Approval of committee responsibilities (minute 2013/118) 
It was agreed that consideration of potential uses for an area of waste land in Carters Way be 
referred to the next Recreation Council meeting on 3 December. Cllr S Robinson had leafleted 
Carters Way and ten residents had responded so far.  Cllr Carter confirmed that SDC did not own 
the land.  The Clerk opined that the land in question was probably still owned by the developer,  
JJH Homes. 
 
2013/132  Update on use of KGV Pavilion (minute 2013/119) 
The Clerk reported that she was awaiting a quote from Mr Merrett for repair to the lobby floor. 
Hopefully the information would be available for the November Council meeting. 
 
2013/133  Update on future work on KGV changing rooms (minute 2013/121) 
Cllr S Robinson reported that he was arranging to meet a roofing contractor to obtain an estimate 
for roof repairs for the changing room in preparation for potential inclusion in the budget for 
2014/15. 
 
2013/134  Town Hall update (minute 2013/123) 
Cllr S Robinson reported that he had conducted a further inspection of the ground floor gentlemen’s 
toilets with the Mayor and the Clerk and they had concluded that substantial renovation of the 
whole area including the enabled toilet was indicated.  He recommended that as the cost of this 
work was likely to be substantial, improvements should be phased over the next two financial years 
and budgeted for accordingly. The roof should also be replaced, for which money had already been 
allocated. 



 

NTC 15.10.13 

39 

 
2013/135  Mortimer Room update (minute 2013/125) 
The Clerk reported that the architect had confirmed that an emergency pull cord and light sensor 
was not required in the enabled toilet as the recent works had merely adapted an existing facility. 
The toilet was only available for use when the room was occupied. 
 
2013/136  REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
County Cllr Dorcas Binns reported that GCC would shortly be making a decision on the allocation of 
community building (ComBi) grant money to projects in Gloucestershire. It appeared that NTC 
councillors had not been made aware of this funding opportunity which had apparently been 
agreed by GCC prior to Cllr Binns’ election. 
 
Cllr Binns reported that an Active Together grants fund initiative which proposed to allocate each 
county cllr £50,000 to be spent in his or her ward would be considered by GCC at a meeting in 
January. Bids from the local community would be eligible if they met at least one of GCC’s five 
Health and Wellbeing priority criteria.  Cllr Binns confirmed that the money could potentially be 
used to fund relevant classes. 
 
Cllr Binns reported that she understood that GCC Highways had completed repair work to pot-holes 
in Nortonwood and would check that this had indeed been done.  She had inspected damage to the 
pull-in lay-bys in Tinkley Lane caused by heavy vehicles with Mr Richard Gray GCC and agreed to 
pursue this matter further.  Cllr S Robinson thanked Cllr Binns for her assistance in pursuing repairs 
to the A46 at Woodchester.   
 
2013/137  REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR 
Cllr Carter reported that SDC had allocated a capital budget of £3.4m which would be invested in 
building new council houses, upgrading heating systems where necessary in existing stock and 
bringing empty properties back into use. He was pleased to report that improvements had been 
made to Stratford Park Leisure Centre. He had withdrawn a motion he had planned to put to SDC 
recommending consideration of the replacement of Gloucestershire district and county councils with 
two unitary authorities as he had learned that Gloucestershire County Council would be conducting 
its own review on this matter. 
 
2013/138  REPORT FROM TOWN MAYOR 
The Mayor extended his congratulations to Mrs Caroline Duckworth, wife of the Deputy Mayor, on 
her appointment as a deputy Lord Lieutenant for Gloucestershire. He would be writing to 
congratulate her on behalf of the Council.  
 
The Mayor reported that he had recently met with Aileen Bendall, the local Village Agent, and had 
been impressed by the valuable work she had been doing in the community.  He suggested that 
she be invited to address Council meetings on an annual basis and this was agreed. 
 
The Mayor reported on a recent meeting with the local police.  He was pleased to learn that 
recorded crime rates in the town were down 22% from the previous year, and to note that 
Nailsworth appeared to be one of the safest places in Gloucestershire.  Cllr S Robinson felt that the 
town had benefited from the allocation of three local police officers. 
 
The Mayor noted that Leyhill Prison had contacted NTC offering the services of prisoners for 
community work, such as path and litter clearance, and he urged councillors to suggest suitable 
projects.  The Clerk reported that Cllrs Duckworth and Kay had already contacted her with 
suggestions. 
 
The Mayor reported on his recent attendance at the AGM of the Gloucestershire Market Towns 
Forum (GMTF) where he had been able to thank the Chair in person for GMTF support and advice 



 

NTC 15.10.13 

40 

regarding NTC’s recent purchase of the former police station in Nailsworth.  The Mayor 
recommended that the Council continue its membership of this worthwhile organisation. 
 
The Mayor had attended a public meeting held in the Town Hall the previous evening to discuss the 
setting up of a Community Land Trust for Nailsworth. Over 50 people had attended and, following 
an excellent presentation by Ian Crawley, a Steering Committee had been formed to explore further 
the initiative.  The Steering Committee had set a date for its first meeting but as neither the Town 
Hall nor the Mortimer Room was available on this date it had requested the use of the Arkell 
Centre.  After a brief discussion, it was agreed that under the circumstances NTC would fund the 
hire of the upstairs room at the Arkell Centre for this meeting at a cost of £15 and would consider a 
grant towards future costs.  The Mayor agreed to inform Mr Ian Crawley, a member of the Steering 
Group, accordingly. 
 
2013/139  REPORT FROM TOWN CLERK. 
The Clerk had no matters to raise. 
 
2013/140  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES 
Cllr S Robinson reported on his recent attendance at a meeting of GCC Chartered Towns and 
Parishes during which he, along with representatives of 15 other parishes, was interviewed 
individually by CEOs of other County Councils as part of a Gloucestershire Peer Challenge initiative.  
The interviews focused on parishes’ experiences of GCC and in plenary discussion it had emerged 
that the town and parish councils were generally disappointed with lack of consultation regarding 
cuts to the library and youth services and on highway matters.  However, praise was expressed for 
the way GCC had succeeded in keeping open all of Gloucestershire’s small village primary schools.  
 
2013/141  REPORT OF PLANNING COMMITTEE  

RESOLVED   that the comments of the Planning Committee made at its meeting of 17 July 2013 
                    be approved. 

 
2013/142   COUNCIL RISK ASSESSEMENTS 
Cllr Carter thanked the Clerk and councillors for their comments on the draft Risk Assessment 
previously circulated.  He confirmed that he had taken advice from Kim Bedford GAPTC regarding 
the format and content. Cllr Carter had adapted the draft document from a standard one used by 
the Charities Commission, and though some aspects were not relevant to NTC, he felt that it would 
be useful to retain these on the first draft in order to show the auditors the complete process 
undertaken by the Council, and remove them on the final document.  Aspects not currently relevant 
to NTC, e.g. reference to the Council as a contractor, could be incorporated at a later date if 
appropriate.   
 
After discussion, the following was agreed: 

• Cllr Carter to liaise with the Clerk to complete sections of the draft document where Cllr 
Carter currently lacked sufficient information 

• Councillors’ Declarations of Interest to be included on all future meeting agendas, as 
advised by Kim Bedford GAPTC 

• The existing practice of holding annual appraisal interviews with council staff be continued 
• Reference to monthly management reporting of the Council’s financial position be removed 

from the draft document pending further discussion between Cllr Carter and the Clerk 
regarding the Council’s existing accounting procedures 

• A further report and recommendations to be brought to Council at its meeting on 19 
November. 
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2013/143  ARRANGEMENTS FOR BUDGET DISCUSSION AND GRANT APPROVAL 
The Mayor explained that owing to the restructuring of the Council’s committee system and the 
abolition of the Finance and General Purposes Committee it was necessary to develop a new 
budget setting and grants allocation procedure.  After a brief discussion, it was agreed that the 
budget setting process would take place over the following three consecutive Council meetings.  
Members acknowledged that special Council meetings might be necessary if there proved to be 
insufficient time for full discussion in regular meetings.  The Clerk advised that under the new 
structure it fell to those individual councillors to propose relevant projects for incorporation into the 
budgeting process. She confirmed that the SDC deadline for receipt of precepts for 2014/15 had 
yet to be publicised. 
 
2013/144  PUBLICATION OF AGENDAS ON COUNCIL WEBSITE. 
It was agreed that all Council meeting agendas would be posted on the NTC website from now on. 
In response to a question, Sue Nicholson confirmed that Council minutes were routinely posted on 
the website as soon as practicable after meetings. 
 
2013/145  REVISION OF PLAN FOR KGV SKATE PARK 
The Clerk reported that she and Cllr S Robinson had met on site with some of the skaters.  Some 
modifications to the specification had been made as a result of these discussions which should have 
only a minimal effect on the cost of the work.  The modifications were approved.  The Clerk 
confirmed that the contractor was due to start work on Monday 21 October.  The skaters had 
requested a new waste bin near the half pipe and this was approved. 
 
2013/146  NAILSWORTH ACTION PLAN REVISION 
A report by Mr Chris Harmer summarising responses to a community questionnaire distributed by 
the Action Plan team had been previously circulated to all councillors.  The report was noted, and in 
the absence of Cllr Reed, discussion of this item was deferred to the November general Council 
meeting.  Cllr Thorpe wondered whether the business community had been consulted on the Town 
Plan. 
 
2013/147  ACCOUNTS 

RESOLVED    that the list of accounts for 15 October 2013 totalling £38,749.46 be approved 
                     for payment. 

 
2013/148  GCC – new Highways Contract for Public Rights of Way from 01/04/13 
The Clerk read a letter from GCC to a letter regarding aspects of the new contract, which was 
noted. 
2013/149  Grant Thornton – completion of audit for year ended 31/03/13 
The Clerk was pleased to report that audit of the 2012/13 accounts had been successfully 
concluded. The Clerk read out the auditor’s observations regarding risk assessments and internal 
financial controls.  The risk assessment was in hand. The Clerk reported that she was unclear why 
the auditor considered NTC’s internal financial controls unsatisfactory, as the document was 
identical to that used by another council which she understood had been accepted as appropriate 
by that council’s auditor.  The auditor had noted a small error in the loans outstanding total and 
had requested that the previously accepted method of reporting long term investments be altered 
in the future.  Councillors noted the report and thanked the Clerk. 
 
2013/150  Stroud District Foodbank/Kids’ Stuff – vision and feedback evening 
The Clerk reported that councillors had been invited to this event, which would take place on 31 
October at 7.30 pm in the Old Town Hall, The Shambles, Stroud.  Cllr S Robinson reported that 
Tracy Young, Nailsworth’s Youth and Community worker, had been appointed as an authorised 
distributor for the local Foodbank. 
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2013/151  Royal British Legion – arrangements for Remembrance Sunday 10/11/13 
The Clerk read out details of the arrangements for the annual Remembrance Service which would 
take place in St George’s Parish Church.  Several councillors indicated that they would be attending.  
The Mayor reported that he was unable to attend as he would be away, so the Deputy Mayor would 
be officiating at the event. 
 
2013/152  Carers Gloucestershire – AGM 21/11/13 
The Clerk reported that the AGM would take place at the Guildhall Gloucester on 21 November at 
10 am. 
 
2013/153  SDC – review of polling districts, polling places and polling stations 2013 
The review was noted.  The Mayor reported that he had invited comments from local residents on 
the location and suitability of the current polling stations in the parish.  The Clerk was asked to 
respond to SDC indicating the Council’s view that the current polling venues of the Mortimer Room 
and the Arkell Centre suited the electorate well and that their use should be continued. 
 
2013/154  GRCC – 90th anniversary celebration – free trees 
The Clerk reported that GRCC proposed to give away 90 free trees to celebrate its anniversary. The 
Clerk was asked to investigate the species being offered and to apply for a tree if appropriate. 
 
2013/155  NP Burgess – storage of Prices Stores artefacts. 
The Clerk reported that Mr Burgess had suggested that NTC might wish to display an historic set of 
artefacts  which had been used in the former Prices Store in Nailsworth.  These were currently 
displayed at Price’s Mill Surgery.  It was agreed that the scales be accepted and displayed in the 
Nailsworth Archives. 
 
2013/156  CONSIDERATION OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED 
Owing to time constraints the following applications were not discussed: a) 13/2089/DISCON 
Beaudesert Park School, Pinfarthings, Amberley; c) 13/2048/DISCON  Sylvan, The Hollies, 
Nailsworth Hill; e) S.13/2140 DISCON Railway Hotel, Station Road. 
 
b) S.13/2161/FUL Beaudesert Park School, Pinfarthings, Amberley 

Temporary classroom (portakabin) to continue teaching until completion of demolition of classroom 
for construction of performing centre 
No observations. 

d) S.13/2116/FUL  Nailsworth Subscription Rooms, Bath Road 
Replacement of canopy 
No observations. 
f)  S.13/2182/HHOLD  Lane Cottage, Watledge Road 
New front porch 
No observations. 
         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

………………………………                                                    ……………………………. 

Chair                                                                                Date 
 


