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NAILSWORTH TOWN COUNCIL 
MINUTES of the MEETING of Nailsworth Town Council 

held at the Town Hall, Nailsworth 
on Tuesday 16 July 2013 

 

Present 
 
 
 

 
  
 
*
 
*

Cllr MP Robinson (Town Mayor) 
Cllr N Dart 
Cllr A Elliott  
Cllr NI Kay 
Cllr MJ Kelly 
Cllr MM Rahman 
Cllr S Robinson 
Cllr SE Thorpe  
Cllr SM Reed 

Present for part of the meeting  District Cllr E Sims 
County Cllr DLM Binns 
Mrs Joy Way (Commons Advisory Committee Item) 

Apologies     Cllr P Carter 
Cllr JL Duckworth 
District Cllr RTH Blackwell 

 * denotes absence from part of the meeting 

 

2013/43   PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
There were no public questions. 
 
2013/44  PRESENTATION ON THE ACTIVITIES OF THE NATIONAL TRUST 

                 MINCHINHAMPTON AND RODBOROUGH COMMONS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

The Mayor welcomed Mrs Joy Way to the meeting. Mrs Way, a former Nailsworth Town  
Councillor, had been the NTC representative on the Advisory Committee for the past four  
years, but was now standing down.  She outlined the history and functions of the  
Committee, which had been formed when Minchinhampton and Rodborough Commons had  
been acquired by the National Trust (in 1913 and 1937 respectively). Mrs Way explained that 
the National Trust was charged with the responsibility of protecting the landscape, archaeology 
and ecology of the area, which amounted to some 700 acres in total and was one of 
the few unenclosed areas of common land left in the country. The Commons Advisory Committee’s  
role was to liaise with the National Trust Property Manager on various issues relating to 
the use and maintenance of the two commons as an accessible public recreational 
space, providing a link between the Trust and the local community, and helping to ensure that  
the land was properly managed and maintained.  The Committee comprised 18 members,  
including 10 individual representatives with the rest coming from various local bodies including local 
parish councils, SDC, the Minchinhampton Golf Club, the Graziers and the Minchinhampton  
Commoners.  Committee meetings were attended by between 4 and 6 National Trust members 
of staff and there were three sub-committees dealing respectively with vehicle control, public 
relations and scrub clearance, the latter activity being vital, along with grazing, to control the  
encroachment of vegetation and to retain and enhance biodiversity. 
 
In response to questions, Mrs Way confirmed that there was no evidence that the commons were 
being damaged by the deer population, but that there were continuing problems with dog fouling 
and car parking. The existence of the golf course on the common did not appear to cause  
significant conflict with other users or with livestock. 
 
Summing up, Mrs Way emphasised the need for NTC to have continued representation on 
the Advisory Committee. She felt that it would be highly desirable for this  
representative to be a serving member of the Council as this would allow for more direct  
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communication.  She reported that the local National Trust ranger, Mr Richard Rogers, was 
proposing to liaise directly with the Clerk on day-to-day issues so these matters would not have 
to wait for the quarterly Advisory Committee meetings to be discussed.  Mrs Way also indicated  
that National Trust staff would be willing to attend a future NTC meeting on request. 
 
The Mayor thanked Mrs Way on behalf of the Council, both for her interesting and informative  
report and her invaluable work as NTC’s representative on the Commons Advisory Committee 
over the past 4 years.  
 
2013/45 MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETINGS 
The minutes of the Special Council Meeting held on 13 June and the Council meeting held on 18 June 
were approved and signed. 
 
2013/46  Restructuring of Council Committees (minute 2013/23) 
The Clerk advised that it would be prudent for the Council to appoint the various Principal and Deputy 
Councillors, as agreed at the Special Council meeting of 13 June, prior to the commencement of the new 
system in September, as this would help with administration, particularly the setting of agendas for 
meetings.  
 
Cllr Kay proposed that Cllr Reed, as current Chair of Environment Committee, should take on the role of 
Principal Councillor to overview the former responsibilities of this committee, plus those inherited from 
the soon to be defunct Property Management Committee.  However, Cllr Reed stated that she was not 
prepared to take on this role.  She stated that her preference, which she had previously explained to the 
Mayor, would be for individual councillors each to be allocated a specific area of responsibility, as she felt 
that this would be more inclusive.  Cllr Reed expressed the view that when the Council had appointed 
lead councillors for past initiatives, such as the development of the Arkell Centre, this had not worked 
well as it had placed an unacceptable degree of pressure on the councillor concerned. Cllr Thorpe 
concurred with this view and explained that, whilst she had been happy with her role as Chair of the 
Recreation and Amenities Committee, she would not be willing to take on the role of Principal Councillor 
for overseeing the responsibilities of the former Recreation and Amenities Committee and those inherited 
from Property Management, for similar reasons to those expressed by Cllr Reed. 
 
Discussion ensued. Whilst acknowledging that one of the aims of the new structure was to spread the 
workload and achieve greater inclusivity by increasing the involvement of individual councillors in the 
day-to-day affairs of the Council, some councillors were of the view that the new system could only work 
effectively if lead and deputy councillors were to be appointed to overview the responsibilities of the 
former committees, as agreed at the Special Council meeting, and that this would not preclude individual 
councillors from taking the lead on specific projects. 
 
After further discussion, the following division of responsibilities was agreed: 
 

Area of responsibility: Principal Cllr: Deputy Cllr: 

All ex-Environment Committee 
topics, plus Hazelwood 
Bungalow, town clock and war 
memorial 

Cllr Kay Cllr Elliott 

All ex-Recreation and Amenities 
Committee topics, plus Town 
Hall and Mortimer Room 

Cllr S Robinson Cllr Dart 

Planning Applications Cllr Carter Cllr Kelly 

 
Cllrs Kay and S Robinson agreed to liaise with the Clerk to set the agendas for the relevant Council 
meetings under the new system, to be held on 3 September and 1 October respectively. 
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The Clerk confirmed that all Council meetings would start at 7pm. After discussion, it was agreed that 
planning applications, which would be considered, as appropriate, at all Council meetings as from 
September, would be placed at the end of the relevant agendas.  It was noted that it was imperative to 
devise a method of predicting the start time of discussion of planning applications for the convenience of 
members of the public who might wish to attend to make representations about particular applications. 
 
2013/47  Funding for Diversionary Activities for Young People (minute 2013/35) 
Cllr S Robinson confirmed that some of the funding from the Police and Crime Commissioner’s plan for 
diversionary activities for young people at risk of being drawn into criminal activities had been made 
available to Nailsworth Youth Club. 
 
2013/48  Proposed MUGA at Forest Green  (minute 2013/38) 
Cllr Thorpe reported that the Diocese had stated that it was not prepared to enter into a legal agreement 
regarding the use of its land for a MUGA, and that SDC had stated that it was unable to release the 
relevant S106 funding in the absence of such an agreement. It therefore appeared that an impasse had 
been reached regarding the MUGA project and Cllr Thorpe proposed that the Recreation and Amenities 
Committee would consider a possible way forward at its next meeting. 
 
2013/49  REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
County Cllr Dorcas Binns reported on financial issues currently facing GCC and summarised plans for 
preventative public health projects in the county, for which a budget of £2.7m had been allocated, ring-
fenced for 2 years.  These would include school-based initiatives such as school nurses. In response to a 
question from Cllr Thorpe regarding the extent to which town and parish councils could be brought into 
the GCC public health agenda, Cllr Binns explained that, as far as she was aware, no formal channels of 
communication currently existed in this respect.  However, she would be happy to work with NTC on 
public health issues where possible, as liaison with town and parish councils also formed part of her GCC 
portfolio.   
 
Cllr Thorpe expressed concern regarding the impact of GCC budget cuts on Children’s Centre funding and 
asked if Cllr Binns could provide data on the extent of GCC public health spending in Nailsworth.  Cllr 
Binns explained that, as many projects were county-based, it was difficult to provide spending 
breakdowns for specific areas.  However, she agreed to investigate this further and report back. 
 
District Cllr Emma Sims reported on a recent councillors’ surgery held at the Arkell Centre, which she had 
attended along with County Cllr Binns, District Cllr Blackwell and Cllrs S Robinson and Elliott.  A range of 
local issues had been raised by residents and she felt that it had been useful that representatives from all 
three tiers of local government had been available for consultation. 
 
Cllr S Robinson reported that he had been informed by a local resident that Hanover Housing had 
indicated that it would be putting its Nailsworth flats on the open market as they became vacant, despite 
the fact that there was a long waiting list for tenancies.  He understood that SDC had nomination rights 
over 15 of the flats and he wondered if SDC would be in a position to purchase these flats from Hanover 
Housing as they became available in order to ensure that they would continue to be available for rent. 
He had discussed this with Cllr Sims, who confirmed that she intended to follow this up with SDC and 
report back to NTC. 
 
Councillors expressed strong concern at the possible reduction in the stock of rented supported housing 
for older people in the centre of Nailsworth and it was agreed that the Mayor would write to Hanover 
Housing to express this concern and to request that Hanover should maintain its previous lettings policy 
rather than placing its flats on the market. 
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2013/50  REPORT FROM TOWN MAYOR 
The Mayor reported that he had greatly enjoyed attending the recent Town Criers’ competition in the 
Mortimer Gardens. He had been very impressed with the excellent organisation of this colourful event.  
He would be writing a letter of congratulation to the Nailsworth Town Crier, Tony Evans, and his wife 
Jenny for their efforts in organising and promoting the event. 
 
The Mayor had attended the recent AGM of Nailsworth Youth Club and the annual prize-giving ceremony 
at Ruskin Mill College.  He felt that both organisations were great assets to the town and were to be 
commended on their work in supporting young people and developing their characters and skills. 
 
The Mayor announced that he had accepted an invitation to attend the official opening of the new 
constituency office in Bridge Street, Nailsworth of Stroud MP Neil Carmichael which would take place on 
22 August.  He would also be attending the GAPTC AGM on 17 July on NTC’s behalf. 
 
2013/51  REPORT FROM TOWN CLERK 
The Clerk reported that she had received a request from Nailsworth Library for a contribution of £15 to 
purchase clay for a children’s ‘Make a Gargoyle’ craft event to be held on 24 July.  Councillors were 
happy to agree to the request. 
 
2013/52  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES OF OUTSIDE BODIES 
Cllr S Robinson reported on two issues which had been raised at the recent Councillor’s Surgery at the 
Arkell Centre. A local resident had stated that he was prepared to offer NTC £100 towards wildflower 
planting in the KGV extension field.  It was agreed that this matter would be referred to the Recreation 
and Amenities Committee. A resident had complained that garden waste had been dumped at the edge 
of Norton Wood adjacent to Nortonwood Road. He had noticed that the ‘no dumping’ sign at the 
entrance to the wood near Foxes Dell had disintegrated.  It was agreed that this matter would be 
referred to the Environment agenda. 
 
2013/53  REPORT FROM ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
The minutes of the meeting of 2 July were approved and signed, subject to the replacement of the 
phrase ‘Disability Discrimination Act’ with ‘Equality Act’. 
 
Cllr Reed reported that with the Clerk had attended a site meeting at Forest Green green with a 
local resident and a representative from Tree Maintenance to discuss a lime tree which the resident 
believed to be a potential threat to his property. The lime tree was a superb specimen but had become 
over-large for its position on the green close to the road.  Cllr Reed recommended that the first step 
would be to obtain a report on the health of the tree (a copy to be sent to the resident) which might 
offer recommendations for remedial maintenance. The Council could then consider what action to take.  
This was agreed.  In discussion, the contractor had advised that many councils had adopted a policy of 
commissioning regular checks on trees on their land which were close to property and appeared to be 
suffering signs of disease.  He had suggested that Tree Maintenance could offer NTC a biennial report on 
such trees for insurance purposes as this would indicate that NTC was taking reasonable care of trees on 
its land. The Clerk explained that it would be necessary for the Council to first identify relevant trees and 
then ask the contractor for costings for such a survey.  She confirmed that this would not include trees in 
Norton Wood as these were already subject to a separate management plan.  It was agreed to add this 
matter the Environment Council agenda for further discussion. 
 
The Clerk agreed to forward the Housing Needs Survey report and the summary report to 
Nailsworth’s district and county councillors, and to send a copy of the latter to Nailsworth News for 
publication. 
 
The Norton Wood Management Plan was unanimously adopted.  The Clerk had circulated copies 
of Mr Wilkinson’s paper containing recommendations on squirrel control. It was agreed that would be 
discussed at the Environment Council meeting in September. 
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Cllr Reed reported that Nailsworth Health Partnership was planning to work with the Orchard Group 
and Nailsworth Primary School to mark a route through Norton Wood as an autumn project.  She had 
received details of an organisation which could potentially survey all NTC property, including Norton 
Wood, and make recommendations for improving accessibility, which she would pass on the Cllr Kelly 
for consideration by Nailsworth Access Group. 
 
Cllr M Robinson reported that he had been liaising with Carole de Lacroix, TIC Manager on signage for 
the new TIC building. Prices from CR Signs were awaited.  An opening party would be held at the new 
TIC on Wednesday 14 August at 6.45, to which all councillors were invited. Sue Nicholson agreed to 
forward an electronic version of the invitation to Cllr Kelly. 
 
Cllr M Robinson explained that, after a full discussion, the Environment Committee had decided to re-
affirm its original recommendation regarding parking restrictions in the new TIC car park.  In response to 
a question from Cllr Elliott, Cllr M Robinson suggested that the option of erecting poles at the car park 
entrance in order to place a chain across could be considered in due course if the need arose. 
 
RESOLVED:  that one space in the TIC car park be reserved for Library staff, one for TIC staff 
and two for TIC visitors, with the latter being subject to a 30-minute restriction. 
 
Cllr Reed circulated notes from a meeting of the Town Action Plan Steering Group held on 11 July. She 
agreed to email these to Cllr Kelly. Cllr Reed had been pleased to note that there had been a substantial 
amount of feedback on the Action Plan from young people, which would be incorporated in the draft 
report.  It was hoped that this draft report would be ready for presentation to the September Council 
Meeting (General).  
 
Cllr M Robinson reported that he had responded to the GCC Local Flood Risk Management Strategy 
consultation document, giving details of significant flooding which had occurred in Nailsworth in the 
1930s and 1960s, which had not been referred to in the document. 
 
2013/54  REPORT FROM PLANNING COMMITTEE 
The Mayor presented the minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 3 July. He pointed 
out that an expression of concern about the possible effects of a proposal to develop an new ASDA 
supermarket in Stroud on Nailsworth had been made by himself, rather than by Cllr S Robinson as stated 
in the minutes.  This was noted. 
 
 Cllr S Robinson, who had not been able to attend the meeting, expressed his disagreement with the 
Committee’s objections to application 13/0820/FUL Ecohaus, Stroud Road.  He felt that NTC should 
support the retrospective application as in his view the retail units constituted a good use of the site and 
the 8 businesses there were a source of local employment.  Whilst recognising the importance of 
maintaining a balance of types of employment in the town, Cllr S Robinson understood that only the 
lower ground floor of the building had previously been used for manufacturing and that this was now 
occupied by a non-retail organisation.  After discussion, Cllr S Robinson, seconded by Cllr Kay, proposed 
that the Clerk should write to SDC asking that the Planning Committee’s objection to application 
13/0820/FUL be withdrawn.  On being put to the vote, the proposal was AGREED, with 5 councillors 
voting in favour, 2 against, and 2 abstentions. 
 

RESOLVED   that the comments of the Planning Committee made at its meeting of 3 July be  
                    approved, subject to the withdrawal of the objections to 13/0820/FUL and 
                    substitution with ‘no observations’, and substitution of ‘Cllr M Robinson’ for ‘Cllr S   
                    Robinson’ to read ‘Cllr M Robinson expressed concern about a proposal 
                    to develop an ASDA supermarket in Stroud’. 

 
It was agreed that discussion of a letter to the Council concerning SDC policy on traders’ A boards  from 
Mr Phil Sullivan, Head of Community Safety SDC be deferred to the Council meeting to be held on 17 
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September.  The Clerk agreed to contact Mr Sullivan to check whether he was in agreement with the 
Committee’s wish to send a copy of his letter to the Nailsworth Chamber of Trade and Commerce. 
* Cllr Rahman left the meeting at this point. 
 
2103/55 FOREST GREEN ROVERS FC PLANNING APPLICATION S.13/1140/016/R 
The Mayor explained that FGRFC had applied for the S106 agreement relating to the provision of an open 
landscaped area for community use to be discharged.  A Planning Statement on behalf of FGRFC relating 
to the application and an enforcement report by SDC had previously been circulated to all councillors. 
 
Councillors felt strongly that the S106 agreement should be upheld.  Cllr Kay expressed his 
disappointment that, in his view, FGRFC had failed latterly to work constructively with NTC on this 
matter. He felt that the Planning Statement implied that FGRFC had not been an active partner in the 
long-term project to provide a MUGA at Forest Green; however Cllr Kay had evidence to challenge this.  
The Planning Statement referred only to the provision of a MUGA, but Cllr Kay felt that this was a 
distortion as the S106 referred to an ‘open landscaped area’ rather than specifying a MUGA. He was 
willing to provide SDC with further information in order to give a more balanced picture. 
 
The Clerk advised that NTC’s observations on the current application had to reach SDC planning by mid-
August.  She had been informed by Mr Phil Skill SDC that he would appreciate NTC’s detailed rebuttal of 
points made in the FGRFC’s Planning Statement.  Cllr Kay agreed to produce draft observations which he 
would circulate to all councillors for comment.  The Clerk reported that Mr Skill had recommended that 
the NTC appraise Nailsworth’s ward councillors of its views prior to SDC’s consideration of the 
application. 
 
After further discussion, it was agreed that the matter be referred to the next meeting of the Recreation 
and Amenities Committee on 6 August and that a Special Council meeting be held on 7 August at 7pm to 
approve the Council’s response to SDC, to be followed by the previously scheduled meeting of the 
Planning Committee. 
   
2013/56   SDC CONSULTATION ON DISTRIBUTION OF LCT FUNDS 
The Clerk explained that SDC’s deadline for responses to its consultation document on options for the 
use of the Local Council Tax Support Funding 2013/14 (previously circulated to all councillors) was 30 
September.   Councillors were unhappy that the various options in the consultation document for the 
distribution of LCT funding retained by SDC on behalf of those councils, including NTC, which had opted 
not to take the LCT grant had not been made clear to town and parish councils at the point where they 
had to decide whether to take the LCT support grant.  

After discussion, it was agreed that the Clerk would draft a response to SDC expressing NTC’s concerns 
and strongly supporting Option 5 which allowed only those parish and town councils who had chosen not 
to receive the funding to bid for their share of it to fund a project in their local community, this being the 
closest option to the Council’s previously stated preference of its share of the funds being added to S106 
money currently held by the SDC on the NTC’s behalf. The Clerk agreed to send the draft to the Mayor to 
enable him to use it as a basis for lobbying Nailsworth’s district councillors. 
*Cllr Kay left the meeting at this point. 
 
2013/57 APPLICATION TO REGISTER NAILSWORTH LIBRARY AS A COMMUNITY ASSET 
Cllr S Robinson reported that he proposed to discuss the potential for registering Nailsworth Library as a 
community asset with Mrs Kate Kay, a member of Horsley Parish Council, as he understood that this 
council had pursued this option with a building in its parish. 
 
2013/58  PROPOSITION FROM CLLR KAY REGARDING PEDESTRIANISATION OF  
                  MARKET STREET 
As Cllr Kay had left the meeting, consideration of this proposal was deferred to a future meeting. 
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2013/59   COUNCIL RISK ASSESSEMENT 
Cllr Carter had produced a memo containing ideas and suggestions for Council policy regarding risk 
assessments, which had been circulated to all councillors. This matter was deferred to the full council 
meeting scheduled for 17 September for further discussion. 
 
2013/60    TOWN HALL NOTICEBOARD 
After a brief discussion regarding the state and function of the Town Hall noticeboard, it was agreed that 
the Clerk would seek a quotation for the resurfacing of the board to enable notices to be attached more 
easily. 
 
2013/61  ACCOUNTS 

RESOLVED        that the list of accounts for 16 July 2013 amounting to £12,207.10 be approved 
                         for payment. 

 
2013/62  GAPTC – agenda and motions for discussion at AGM on 17 July 
The Mayor confirmed that he would be attending the AGM. 
 
2013/63  Town Criers’ Competition – 2 letters 
A letter had been received from Mr and Mrs Tony Evans thanking the Council for its support for the 
recent Town Criers’ event they had organised in the Mortimer Gardens. Visitors from Cheltenham 
attending the event had sent congratulations on the organisation of such a fun, colourful and enjoyable 
event. 
 
2013/64  Christ Church – request to naturalise Forest Green Cemetery 
The Clerk reported that Christ Church had written to inform the Council of its intention to naturalise parts 
of the cemetery it owned at Forest Green by reducing grass cutting and planting a wildflower meadow 
and asking for NTC’s views on this.  The Clerk confirmed that NTC had no responsibilities for the 
cemetery but paid Christ Church an annual contribution of towards maintenance costs.  NTC’s grant for 
2013/14 had amounted to £900, which constituted less than half the total cost of maintenance. The Clerk 
was authorised to write to Christ Church noting the proposals and stating that the Council was content to 
continue to pay an annual grant at the current level for maintenance of the cemetery.  
 
2013/65  NEXT MEETING OF ARKELL MANAGEMENT SUB-COMMITTEE 
It was agreed that the date of the meeting be changed to Thursday 25 July, 2pm in the Council 
Chamber. 
 
2013/66  MEETING IN AUGUST 
It was agreed not to hold a Council meeting in August and that authority to deal with any matters of 
urgency be delegated to the Mayor, Deputy Mayor and Chair of the relevant committee. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
……………………………………………..                                                    ……………………………… 
Chair                                                                                            Date 


