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NAILSWORTH TOWN COUNCIL 
MINUTES of the MEETING of Nailsworth Town Council  

held at the Town Hall, Nailsworth 
on Tuesday 18 March 2014 

 

Present 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
* 
 
* 
 

Cllr  MP Robinson (Town Mayor) 
Cllr P Carter 
Cllr N Dart 
Cllr A Elliott 
Cllr NI Kay 
Cllr MJ Kelly 
Cllr SM Reed 
Cllr S Robinson 
Cllr SE Thorpe 

Present for part of the 
meeting 

 District Cllr E Simms 
County Cllr DLM Binns 
Ms Hayley Mortimer, ex Stroud News and Journal reporter 

Apologies     Cllr JD Duckworth 
Cllr MM Rahman 
District Cllr RTH Blackwell 

 * denotes present for part of the meeting 

 
2014/348  MS HAYLEY MORTIMER 
The Mayor introduced Ms Hayley Mortimer, explaining that she was leaving her post as 
Nailsworth reporter for the Stroud News and Journal to take up a new post at the 
Gloucestershire Citizen.  Cllr S Robinson thanked Ms Mortimer on behalf of the Council for her 
interest in and support for NTC’s work and her balanced and fair reporting of its activities.  He 
congratulated her on her new appointment and wished her well in her future career. The 
Mayor echoed these sentiments and presented Ms Mortimer with a bowl of hyacinths. 
 
In response, Ms Mortimer thanked councillors for their kindness and courtesy, and for making 
her feel very welcome at the meetings she had covered during her time at the SNJ, explaining 
that this had been her first journalistic post and that NTC’s meetings were the first council 
meetings she had attended in this capacity. 
 
2014/349  PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
There were no public questions. 
 
2014/350  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Cllr Carter explained that as a member of Nailsworth Twinning Group he would not be 
participating in discussions or voting on grant applications (Item 11). 
 
2014/351  MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING 
The minutes of the Council meeting held on 5 March 2014 were approved and signed, subject 
to the following alterations: 

• addition of the sentence ‘This was agreed’ to the end of minute 2014/340  
• alteration to the  sentence beginning ‘Cllr Kay reported that he and Cllr S Robinson..’ 

to read ‘Cllr Kay reported that Cllr S Robinson…’  (minute 2014/343) 
• addition of the following sentence to the end of minute 2014/344:  ‘Cllr S Robinson 

made the point that he would not wish the wards to become unmanageably 
large.’ 
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2014/352   KGV play area (minute 2014/337) 
Cllr Thorpe reported that the contractor had completed the extension to the fencing in the 
play area.  The new play equipment was being well used.  An opening celebration would be 
held at the site on 31 March at 3.45 pm at which the Mayor would officiate. 
 
2014/353  Town gardening (minute 2014/338) 
The Mayor reported that Ms Cath Neilson of Nailsworth Society Gardening Group had provided 
costings of £400 for 100 new plants for the Mortimer Garden, plus £50 for refreshments for 
volunteers to plant them. A skip would also be required, at an approximate cost of £100. 
Members noted that the proposals would exceed the town gardening budget for the current 
year. 
 
After discussion, the Mayor agreed to ask Ms Neilson to supply a brief description of the 
proposed planting scheme the types of plants envisaged, and to check whether these included 
plants suitable for a sensory garden.  This would be brought to the next Council meeting for 
consideration. The Clerk reminded councillors that the volunteers would need to be added to 
the Council’s insurance. 
 
2014/354  Christmas lights update (minute 2014/341) 
Cllr S Robinson reported that he was querying details of one quotation and would report to a 
subsequent meeting. 
 
2014/355  Wood Lane (minute 2014/342) 
Cllr S Robinson reported that he would be meeting with County Cllr Binns on 24 March to 
discuss the feasibility of his and Cllr Duckworth’s suggestion of making Wood Lane one-way 
from the KGV end to the Vicarage. 
 
2014/356  FGRFC planning appeal S.1140/106R (minute 2014/343) 
Cllr Kay had drafted a submission to the Planning Inspectorate which had previously been 
circulated to all councillors.  This was approved and the Clerk was asked to forward the 
submission to the Inspectorate.  The Mayor had drafted and circulated a response to the 
letter from Mr Dale Vince of FGRFC. This was approved. The Clerk confirmed that only written 
as opposed to verbal representations would be permitted at the appeal hearing. 
 
2014/357  Highway improvement projects for GCC funding (minute 2014/345) 
Cllr Kelly reported that Ms Sue Bushell of the Guide Dogs Association was keen to attend a 
Council meeting to give further information about the organisation’s proposal to use 
Nailsworth as a case study for its ‘Streets Ahead’ campaign to reduce obstacles on 
pavements. However, it appeared that she was unable to attend evening meetings It was 
agreed that Ms Bushell would be invited to a scheduled evening Council meeting and informed 
that her presentation would be placed early in the agenda.  In response to a question, the 
Clerk confirmed that there had been no indication of possible costs to the Council relating to 
the proposed case study.  Cllr Kelly stated that he understood that there would be no costs to 
the Council.  He agreed to ask Ms Bushell for further documentation if she was unable to 
attend a Council meeting. 
 
2014/358  Consideration of planning applications (minute 2014/347) 
Cllr Carter explained that revised plans for S.14/0329/FUL Jeanage Youth Club were shortly to 
be submitted and requested that this application be placed on the agenda for the next Council 
meeting.  This was agreed. 
 
2014/359  REPORT OF COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
County Cllr Binns summarised details of the GCC budget for 2014/15.  GCC councillors had 
voted for a zero rise in its council tax precept for that year, which marked the end of GCC’s 
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‘Meet the Challenge’ cuts initiative. She was pleased to report that there would be a 10% 
increase in highways and waste management budgets. County cllrs had each been allocated 
£20,000 for highway improvements in their divisions and she confirmed that all relevant 
projects submitted would be considered.  This could include projects relating to pavements 
and cycle racks.  In response to a question, Cllr Binns confirmed that GCC had applied for 
extra government funding to deal with the various landslips which had affected highways in 
the District. 
 
Cllr Binns reported that £50,000 had been allocated over 2 years for GCC’s Active Together 
project.  £40,000 of this would be available for suitable projects encouraging people of all 
ages to participate in physical activities, with the remaining £10,000 being placed in a central 
fund. Additionally, GCC would be making available a £5000 Youth Grant for the division, to be 
match funded by SDC, again relating to encouraging physical activity. She understood that 
the deadline for project bids would be September 2014 but would give further details as they 
became available. 
 
Cllr Thorpe reported that the understood that the GCC budget for Children’s Centres in the 
county had been cut by 3%.  She felt this was a serious cause for concern, considering the 
importance of the work that the local Children’s Centre was doing in Nailsworth. 
 
District Cllr Carter reported that he had been informed that work to create a bund at Tinkley 
Farm had now been completed, meaning that the frequent heavy lorries which had been 
using Nympsfield Road/Tinkley Lane should now cease. Mr Phil Skill SDC had so far been 
unable to arrange a meeting between officers, district councillors and FGRFC prior to its 
Planning Appeal as the latter had not yet responded to Mr Skill’s invitation.  Cllr Carter 
confirmed that SDC Housing Committee would shortly be discussing the possibility of using 
the Nailsworth Community Land Trust as a trial project for the district and explained that as 
he and Cllr Sims were both members of the Nailsworth CLT Steering Group it would not be 
possible for them to speak on this item at the Housing Committee meeting. 
 
2014/360  REPORT FROM TOWN MAYOR 
The Mayor was pleased to report that Nailsworth had been included in a list of the top 100 
British towns in which to live, as compiled by the Sunday Times.  He had been asked to 
comment on this accolade in the local press and had highlighted various features of 
Nailsworth, including the lack of an out-of-town supermarket, the existence of real local 
industries and the strong tradition of independently-minded inhabitants, which he saw as a 
legacy of the 17th century non-conformist tradition of the local area.  
 
Cllr Thorpe congratulated the Cotswold Life publication on an excellent article featuring 
Nailsworth which had appeared in a recent edition. 
 
2014/361  REPORT FROM TOWN CLERK 
The latest edition of the Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust magazine, together with a list of 
upcoming events and activities had been received in the office. 
 
The Clerk had received a communication from the police stating that the results of a DNA test 
on a young man who had recently been arrested in Cirencester for an unrelated offence had 
indicated that he had been responsible for breaking the KGV changing room’s window back in 
2008.  It was agreed that the Clerk would pass on details of the repair costs of the window to 
the police in case they could be recovered. 
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2014/362  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES OF OUTSIDE BODIES 
Cllr Reed reported that Nailsworth Fairtrade Town Steering Group continued to be active and 
she congratulated the group on its achievements. Nailsworth had been a Fairtrade Town since 
2002 and had recently applied to renew its status.  She reported that the Nailsworth-Tanzania 
(Vumilia) Link Group had raised sufficient funds for a borehole to supply water to the village 
and exploratory work was being carried out for this project. Cllr Reed was pleased to note 
that Nailsworth Primary School had become involved in the link project. Additionally, pupils 
from the school had been visiting different areas of the town as part of the school’s effort to 
build on its existing links with the local community. 
 
Cllr Thorpe reported that, following NTC’s screening of the environmental film ‘Trashed’ in 
March 2013, a local campaign group had been formed with the aim of reducing the use of 
plastic shopping bags in the town. The group, which had developed links with a similar group 
in Stroud, was researching the possibility of producing non-plastic, re-usable ‘Shop Local’ bags 
which could perhaps be sold in the Town Information Centre.  Cllr Thorpe agreed to bring 
further details on this proposal to a future Council meeting. 
 
Cllr S Robinson reported that the A46 Road Safety Group was disappointed with what it 
viewed as GCC’s lack of support for its speed reduction and monitoring initiatives.  He hoped 
for a more constructive response from GCC in the coming financial year. 
 
Cllr Elliott reported that Forest Green Residents’ Association (FGRA) had expressed a strong 
wish that if a MUGA should be built in Forest Green there should be open access for all local 
residents.  Cllr Kay confirmed that though this had been the original idea, the primary school 
had specified that access would need to be controlled for security reasons if the MUGA was 
built on its premises. Cllr Elliott reported that FGRA had suggested that the Miles Marling field 
might be a suitable location.  The Mayor advised that it would be helpful if FGRA could write 
to the Council formally expressing its views and Cllr Elliott agreed to pass on this suggestion. 
 
2014/363    COUNCIL RISK ASSESSMENTS 
There was nothing to report at this time. 
 
2014/364  CONSIDERATION OF GRANT APPLICATIONS 
The following grant allocations were approved: 
Home Start  -   £500 
Nailsworth Primary School: materials for after school arts and crafts sessions at the Arkell 
Centre -   £150 
Rockness Trust - £128 
Nailsworth Twinning Association - £1000 (to be paid from 2014/15 grants budget) 
 
After discussion, it was agreed that no grant allocation would be made to the Stroud Valleys 
Project on this occasion, but that the Clerk would contact the organisation stating that the 
Council would be happy to use its paid services on local environmental projects if suitable 
ones could be identified.  Cllr Thorpe reported that she was planning to meet with a 
representative of SVP to discuss possible ideas for projects in the KGV field.   
 
It was agreed that unspent money from the grants budget would be added to the 2014/15 
budget. 
 
2014/365  REVIEW OF COUNCIL STRUCTURE AND MEETINGS 
Cllr Thorpe had previously circulated a paper expressing her views on the strengths and 
limitations of the new council structure which had operated since September 2013.  Whilst 
recognising that the new structure had some benefits, she felt it also suffered from serious 
drawbacks which on occasion had hampered the successful execution of council projects.  Cllr 
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Thorpe’s paper outlined some proposals for a ‘middle way’ which she felt combined the 
strengths of both the past and previous systems. 
 
Discussion ensued, with some councillors expressing the view that the new system was 
generally working well and had delivered significant improvements in the way Council 
business was actioned whilst offering improved opportunities for individual councillor 
involvement. However, others felt that the system lacked coherence, had inhibited in-depth 
discussion of some issues and had failed to deliver on its aim of increasing councillor 
participation and spreading the workload. 
 
On being asked for her views, the Clerk stated that she felt that committees, being smaller 
and more informal that full council meetings, enabled more effective interaction with outside 
groups and local residents.  She felt that the lack of committees had caused some confusion 
as to who was responsible for specific areas of Council responsibility.  She also pointed out 
that under the new system it was virtually impossible for herself or her assistant to take two 
consecutive weeks’ leave without missing a full council meeting. 
 
After further discussion, it was agreed that Cllr Thorpe’s proposals for amendment of the 
current system would be discussed at the Council meeting on 15 April. 
 
2014/366  REQUEST FROM NAILSWORTH COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP 
A letter had been received from Nailsworth Community Partnership Management (NCP) 
Committee requesting that the Council take on the NCP Ltd Agreement with Nailsworth 
Primary School for the Nailsworth Recreation Centre and the Booking Agent role. The letter 
had been circulated to all councillors. 
 
After a brief discussion, it was agreed to invite representatives of NCP to attend the Council 
meeting on 1 April to discuss the request in detail. The Clerk confirmed that there was no 
budget allocation in the current year for the Recreation Centre. 
 
2014/367  SDC CONSULTATION ON COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE LEVY  
                    PRELIMINARY DRAFT CHARGING SCHEDULE 
An email had previously been circulated from SDC Planning to all councillors giving details of 
its consultation on the draft charging schedule for the new Community Infrastructure Levy on 
developers, which was replacing the system of Section 106 Agreements. 
 
Cllr Thorpe reported that she had discussed the matter with SDC officers and it appeared that 
the new levy, which would apply to small as well as large scale developments, could 
potentially produce more funds for community projects than had been the case under the 
S106 system, though detailed figures were not yet available. Since no large developments 
were likely to be proposed for Nailsworth, it was possible that the town would be a net 
beneficiary of the new arrangements. 
 
Councillors agreed that they were generally in favour of the new charging system as long as it 
did not involve any diminution of the benefits previously afforded by S106.  Cllr Thorpe 
agreed to liaise with the Clerk to complete and return the online consultation form 
accordingly.  Having considered the report, the Mayor confirmed the proposed changes would 
bring a net benefit to Nailsworth. 
 
2014/368  ACCOUNTS 

RESOLVED that the list of accounts for 18 March 2014 totalling £14,135.12 be approved for  
                    payment. 
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It was agreed that the Clerk would liaise with the Mayor to decide whether to make a claim 
for the repair cost of the Mortimer Room emergency door (item 379) once she had discussed 
the matter with the Council’s insurers. 
 
The Clerk reported that she had received an invoice from the CAB which included its request 
for grant aid for 2014/15 and explained that this payment would be made in the next financial 
year. 
*Cllr Kay left the meeting at this point. 
 
2014/369  Ian Selkirk – offer of services as independent auditor 2013/14 
The offer was accepted. 
 
2014/370  Nailsworth Rotary Club – letter of thanks re maintenance of planters in  
                    town 
The letter was noted. 
 
2014/371  GCC – notice of emergency structural weight limit on B4058 Horsley 
                              Hill 
The weight limit of 7.5 tonnes was noted. 
 
2014/372  GCC – follow up letter from meeting with Amey re Public Rights of Way  
                              Service 
The letter was noted. 
 
2014/373  GCC – notice of temporary road closure at Worley 29 April 2014 
The road closure order was noted. 
 
2014/374  SDC – progress update on Stroud Local Plan Examination Stage 1 
The communication was noted. 
*Cllr Reed left the meeting at this point. 
 
2014/375 Consideration of planning applications received 
 a)  S.14/0545/TCA  Egypt Mill 
      Coppicing, pruning and removal of various trees 
      No observations 
 b)  S.14/0489/DISCON  4 Old Bristol Road 
      Discharge of conditions 3 and 4 for planning permission S.13/2253/LBC 
      No observations 
  c)  S.14/0539/GDPE  Yew Tree Cottage, Jubilee Road 
       Single storey rear extension 
       No observations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
………………………………………………                                    ………………………………….. 
Town Mayor                                                                  Date 


