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NAILSWORTH TOWN COUNCIL 
MINUTES of the MEETING of Nailsworth Town Council 

held at the Town Hall, Nailsworth 
on Tuesday 17 December 2013 

Present 
 
 
 

 
   
 
 
* 
 

Cllr MP Robinson (Chair) 
Cllr JL Duckworth  
Cllr P Carter 
Cllr A Elliott 
Cllr NI Kay 
Cllr MJ Kelly 
Cllr MM Rahman 
Cllr S Robinson 

Present for part of the meeting  County Cllr DLM Binns 

Apologies     Cllr SM Reed 
Cllr SE Thorpe 

Non attendance  Cllr N Dart 

 * denotes absence from part of the meeting 

 
2013/231  PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
There were no public questions. 
 
2013/232  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 
2013/233  MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING 
The minutes of the meeting held on 3 December 2013 were approved and signed, subject to an 
amendment of a figure on minute 2013/228 relating to GCC funding for youth work from £500 to 
£3,500. 
 
2013/234  Access issues to Hanover footpath (minute 2013/211)  
The Mayor reported that he had inspected the site with Clerk and Cllrs Duckworth and S Robinson.  
He circulated a plan with proposals for improving pedestrian access between Hanover footpath and 
Old Market involving removal and re-siting of hand-rails, installation of new railings to prevent vehicle 
over-hang from Bruton’s yard and resurfacing with tarmac of an area of rough ground alongside the 
Mortimer Room, at an estimated cost of £1,600.  Whilst supporting the scheme in principle, Cllr 
Carter expressed concern at the proposal to remove a section of handrail at the lower end of the 
path as this had originally been installed by NTC to provide extra stability for elderly and infirm 
pedestrians on this sloping section. The Mayor explained that, whilst the current proposals 
necessitated the removal of a section of handrail in order to allow wheelchairs and buggies to pass, it 
might be possible to adapt the scheme to accommodate Cllr Carter’s concern. 
 
After further discussion, councillors agreed in principle to approve the scheme at an approximate 
cost of £1,600, and additionally to seek to install a collapsible locking bollard to enable vehicular 
access to the new tarmacked area for maintenance purposes only. 
 
2013/235  FGRFC planning application S.13/1140/106R (minute 2013/185) 
Cllr Carter confirmed that Cllr Sims would be attending the SDC Development Control Committee 
meeting and would be communicating NTC’s views to the committee.  Cllr Kay confirmed that he 
proposed to attend and speak on behalf of NTC at the meeting. 
 
2013/236  KGV play area renovation (minute 2013/218) 
The Clerk confirmed that the improvements to the play area were due to start in around 8 weeks’ 
time, weather permitting. Cllr S Robinson reported that he had applied for grant aid towards the cost 
of the new fencing. 
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2013/237  Vandalism in Bus Station toilets (minute 2013/205) 
It was understood that the toilets were now being opened at the usual time of 8 am and closing at 5 
pm.  A decision on future opening hours would be made by SDC in the New Year and Cllrs Carter and 
Kay would be meeting with Jenni Parsons SDC to discuss this.  The Clerk reported that the disabled 
toilet had recently been seriously damaged by vandalism and was currently closed. 
 
Cllr S Robinson reported that a street lamp attached to the side of the toilet block near the bridge to 
the Mortimer Garden and the lights around the Fountain were currently not working. Both 
malfunctions would be reported to SDC and Cllr Carter also agreed to investigate. 
 
2013/238  KGV changing rooms maintenance (minute 2013/222) 
The Mayor reported that he had inspected the building with Cllrs Duckworth and S Robinson and 
concluded that the building, though basic, was adequate for its purpose once it had been made 
watertight by repairing the roof and windows.  Cllr S Robinson agreed to ask local architect Mr Keith 
Angus to draw up a suitable specification for the repair works. 
 
2013/239  Improvements to Nailsworth Bus Station (minute 2013/229) 
The Mayor reported that residents attending the recent Town, District and County Councillors’ 
surgery had expressed concern about SDC’s proposed improvements to the bus station, particularly 
in relation to the absence of provision for short-term coach parking.  Cllr Carter, who had been 
present, had explained to them the health and safety issues in the proposals.  Some councillors felt 
that it would be beneficial to local businesses if an alternative location for coach parking was made 
available in the town and Cllr Duckworth agreed to raise this issue with the Chamber of Trade. Cllr 
Carter reported that in his capacity as District Cllr he had informed Mr Brian McGough SDC of NTC’s 
wish to be consulted on the details of the scheme. Members re-affirmed their intention to be fully 
involved in this way and the Mayor agreed to liaise with the Clerk to draft an appropriate letter to Mr 
McGough.  
 
2013/240  REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
County Cllr Binns summarised some aspects of GCC’s budget for the forthcoming year. She confirmed 
her allocation of £20,000 for highway improvements in her division and requested details of possible 
projects for inclusion.  A sum of £50,000 would be made available over the next 2 years for projects 
involving physical activities for all ages and abilities and £5000 for projects to engage young people 
in cultural or physical activities.  GCC was trialling a scheme whereby black waste bags delivered to 
Horsley Tip were opened to check for recyclable items and so far around 50% of their contents had 
been recycled.  Cllr Binns reported that a landslip which had necessitated the temporary closure of 
the B4058 to Horsley had turned out to be more serious than previously thought, so the road would 
need to be closed again to accommodate repair work. However, there would be better signage and 
more consultation than had previously been the case. 
 
District Cllr Sims had emailed a written report which the Clerk would forward to all councillors.  Cllr 
Carter reported that SDC would be making its decision regarding the distribution of LTCS funds in 
February.  In response to a question, Cllr Carter confirmed the Local Plan, had yet to be ratified by 
the Planning Inspectorate but it would hopefully be operational from April 2014.  
 
2013/241  REPORT FROM TOWN MAYOR 
The Mayor was sad to report the death, at age 92, of a former Town Mayor Barry Wade.  Councillors 
who had known Mr Wade recalled him as a man of integrity who had worked enthusiastically and 
effectively for the community. 
 
2013/242  REPORT FROM DEPUTY MAYOR 
Cllr Duckworth reported that he had enjoyed being on the judging panel for the recent Nailsworth 
traders’ Christmas windows competition and that the results would be published in that week’s 
edition of Stroud News and Journal. He hoped that more of the town’s eating establishments would 
enter the competition the following year. 



 

NTC 17.12.13 

62 

Cllr Duckworth reported that he had contacted Mr Richard Gray GCC over the positioning of a 
temporary traffic lights sign which had been blocking the pavement at Tabram’s Pitch.  The sign had 
now been re-sited to enable pedestrians to pass. 
 
Cllr Duckworth confirmed that Ms Alana Roy SDC would be visiting the town centre at 6.30 am on 20 
December to assess problems relating to the timings of domestic waste collection and he hoped to 
accompany her. Other councillors were welcome to attend. Councillors agreed to support Cllr 
Duckworth’s suggestion that these collections, which were currently made quite late in the morning, 
should be re-scheduled to take place as early as possible so the waste receptacles would not impede 
access to pedestrians and would reduce obstruction to traffic flow. 
 
2013/243  REPORT FROM TOWN CLERK 
The Clerk reported that an infestation of mice had occurred in the lower ground floor of the town 
hall.  It was agreed that the Clerk should arrange for SDC Pest Control to advise and deal with the 
problem. 
 
2013/244  REPORT FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES 
Cllr S Robinson reported on his attendance at a recent Gloucestershire Chartered Parishes meeting.  
Ideas for the commemoration of the centenary of the Great War in 2014 had been discussed at the 
meeting and he had passed relevant information on to Ros John who was co-ordinating Nailsworth’s 
planned activities for the centenary.  SDC’s Economic Development team had made a presentation on 
the ‘Fastershires’ initiative to update local broadband connection speeds and Cllr S Robinson handed 
details of this to Cllr Duckworth for his consideration. 
 
Cllr S Robinson displayed some signs advocating speed reduction and reminding drivers of speed 
limits which had been obtained by the A46 Group from Gloucestershire Roads Partnership.  These 
were suitable for attaching to lamp-posts or similar and could potentially be displayed for a few 
months.  Cllr S Robinson proposed to study local maps with Mr Michael Harvey of the A46 group and 
identify suitable locations for the signs which the Clerk would pass on to GCC, who would be 
responsible for their installation. 
 
Cllr Duckworth reported on the first meeting of the Nailsworth CLT Steering Group. CLT membership 
currently stood at 42 and it was hoped to raise this to 100, as evidence of wide community support 
was desirable. A publicity sub-group had been set up and there would be a stall at the December 
Farmers’ Market to encourage more CLT members. Mr Keith Angus and Mr Ian Crawley had agreed to 
act as group spokespeople on a pro-bono basis. There was an application form on the CLT website 
and a link to this had been placed on the NTC website. Some sites owned by SDC had been visited 

and Mr Crawley would be feeding back the group’s comments to SDC. 

 
2013/245  RISK ASSESSMENT 
Cllr Carter had previously circulated some suggested amendments to the draft Risk Assessment and 
these were agreed.  The Risk Assessment was adopted as presented. 
 
2013/246  UPDATE ON NAILSWORTH ACTION PLAN 
The Mayor and Cllr Kay read sections from the minutes of Council meetings held in June 2012 and 
January 2013 respectively in order to summarise the background to work carried out on the updating 
of the Nailsworth Action Plan.  Cllr Kay suggested that it might be advisable to suspend temporarily 
further work on the Plan until Cllr Reed, who had formerly taken a lead on the work, had time to 
continue working on it.  However, Cllr Reed had herself suggested that a small group of councillors 
should be convened to progress the matter.  Cllr Kay had received an email from Cllr Reed on this 
matter which he agreed to forward to all councillors. 
 
Discussion ensued, with councillors mindful that they had identified the updating of the Town Plan as 
a priority on the NTC Risk Assessment and that grant money had been received to finance the 
Housing Needs Survey which was intended to feed into the Plan.  After further discussion it was 
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agreed that a Working Party consisting of the Mayor and Cllrs Rahman and Kay would meet at a 
mutually convenient date to progress work on the Town Plan and report to the next Council meeting.  
It was confirmed that Ms Elin Tattersall GRCC, who had advised NTC at the start of the project, 
would be invited to meet with this group in due course. 
 
2013/247  ACCOUNTS 

RESOLVED   that the list of accounts for 17 December 2013 totalling £15,479.07 be 
approved for payment. 

In response to a question relating to item 306, the Clerk confirmed that the Town Clock was now 
functioning correctly.  Cllr S Robinson requested a breakdown of itemised costs relating to the 
installation of Christmas lights (item 305) prior to payment being made and the Clerk agreed to 
pursue this with the contractors. Authority was delegated to the Mayor to approve payment once this 
had been received. 
 
2013/248  GCC - Temporary one-way order 20 Jan -25 May 2014 Wood Lane 
The order was noted. 
 
2013/249  GCC – road closure B4058 Horsley Hill 10 Feb – 28 March 2014 
The Clerk had circulated details to all councillors together with a map. 
 
2013/250  GAPTC – Buckingham Palace Garden Party – request for nominations 
It was agreed that Cllr S Robinson would be nominated to attend on behalf of NTC and his name 
placed in the draw for invitations. The Mayor agreed to liaise with the Clerk to draft the relevant 
application. 
 
2013/251  SDC - Meeting of Chartered Towns and Parishes 7 January 2013 
Cllr S Robinson indicated that he planned to attend the Towns and Parishes Meeting. It was noted 
that a Council meeting was scheduled for the same date.   
  
2013/252  CONSIDERATION OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED 
a) S.13/2554/TCA Milton Rill Cottage, Watledge Road 
    Branch reduction by 2-3 m on 2 ash trees 
    No observations 
 b) S.13/2557/DISCON Railway Hotel, Station Road 
    Discharge of conditions 3 and 5 from planning permission S.13/1333/FUL 
     No observations 
 
It was agreed to defer consideration of the remaining applications until the Council meeting on 7 
January 2014 as the SDC planning website was down. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
………………………………………..                                          ……………………………………….. 
Town Mayor                                                                  Date 


