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NAILSWORTH TOWN COUNCIL 
MINUTES of the MEETING of Nailsworth Town Council  

held at the Town Hall, Nailsworth 
on Tuesday 18 November 2014 

 

Present 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Cllr  MP Robinson (Town Mayor) 
Cllr N Dart 
Cllr A Elliott 
Cllr NI Kay 
Cllr MJ Kelly 
Cllr S Robinson 

Present for part of the meeting  District Cllr E Sims 

Apologies     Cllr J L Duckworth 
Cllr MM Rahman 
Cllr SM Reed 
Cllr SE Thorpe 

 
2014/191  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Cllr S Robinson declared an interest in planning application S.14/2465/HHOLD. 
 
2014/192  TRIBUTE TO CLLR PAUL CARTER 
The Mayor read out his tribute to Nailsworth Town and District Councillor Paul Carter, who 
had passed away on 6 November, which he had sent for publication in Nailsworth News. 
The Mayor stated that he had been privileged to know Cllr Carter, who would be greatly 
missed as a tireless worker for the local community at both town and district level, had 
made incisive contributions to town council debates and played an active part in a range 
of community activities, as well as helping every month at the Farmers’ Market.  
 
Cllr Kay endorsed the Mayor’s comments, recalling that Cllr Carter had joined NTC in 2008 
during Cllr Kay’s own time as Mayor. Cllr Kay paid tribute to Cllr Carter, whom he held in 
great respect as a dedicated, thoughtful and hardworking councillor, and reflected that 
only recently he and Cllr Carter had worked together harmoniously on the Save Nailsworth 
Valley campaign. 
 
2014/193   CONSIDERATION OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED 

a S.14/2265/OUT  Land at Pike Lane, Nailsworth 
Residential development of up to 17 dwellings, including affordable housing 
The Mayor explained that this application would be discussed at the Council 
Planning meeting on 2 December by which time the consultant’s report which 
had been commissioned by NTC would be available to assist councillors in their 
deliberations. 

b S.14/2396/FUL  Goldwater Springs Land adjacent to Egypt Mill, Stroud Road 
12 residential apartments and associated parking 
COMMENT 
1.  We request that Station Road up to the hammerhead serving the garages be 
     brought up to GCC standard and adopted before the first unit is occupied. 
2.  We would like to see more car parking spaces. 
3.  We wish there to be a S106 agreement for the benefit of the community. 

c S.14/2465/HHOLD  Axpill House, Cossack Square 
Re-building existing store to form utility room to existing house 
Cllr S Robinson declared an interest in the above application and took no part in 
the discussion. 
No observations  
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d S.14/2502/FUL  Gouldings of Nailsworth Ltd, Stroud Road 
Rear single-storey extensions to existing office building 
No observations 

e S.14/2385/HHOLD  Cambray House, Bath Road 
Extension to and renovation of a 3 storey Cotswold stone property to allow for 
additional living space and an additional bedroom 
No observations 

f S.14/2517/HHOLD  Millstone Cottage, Shortwood Road 
Extension to rear to provide ground floor living space (revised application 
following permission S.14/1145/HHOLD) 
No observations 

 
2014/194  UPDATE ON SAVE NAILSWORTH VALLEY CAMPAIGN 
Cllr Kay reported that the Save Nailsworth Valley (SNV) campaign group had arranged a 
stall at the November Farmers’ Market and was planning to have a further one outside 
Morrisons in December, plus a public meeting.  The group had produced posters 
encouraging people to object to the Pike Lane planning application. Cllr Kay understood 
that both the Cotswold Conservation Board and the local MP had registered their 
objections to the application. 
 
Cllr Kay reported that Mr Martin Hutchings of GRCC, who had produced NTC’s Housing 
Needs Report, had stated his willingness to give objective advice to the Council regarding 
the planning application if the Council so wished.  After discussion, it was decided by 
majority agreement not to pursue this at the present time. 
 
It was agreed to defer consideration of parts a) and c) of Cllr Kay’s motion regarding the 
Pike Lane planning application until the Council Planning meeting scheduled for 2 
December.   
 
Discussion ensued regarding part b) of Cllr Kay’s motion asking Council to reconsider the 
merits of having a Neighbourhood Plan.  Cllr Kay reported on a recent meeting on 
Neighbourhood Plans organised by GAPTC which he had attended, together with Cllrs S 
Robinson, Kelly and Duckworth.  He understood that the government had allocated 
additional funding for Neighbourhood Plans.  After further discussion, it was agreed that 
an item to consider the setting up of a Working Party to investigate and make 
recommendations regarding a possible Neighbourhood Plan for Nailsworth be put on a 
future Council agenda. 
 
Cllr Kay then proposed part d) of his motion, asking Council to grant exceptional approval 
for the SNV group to display a banner at the appropriate time on the posts at the clock 
tower to remind people to submit views to SDC.  

 
The Clerk read out the Council’s current policy which specified that only banners 
advertising events within the town were permitted. Some councillors were concerned that 
making an exception of this nature might set an unfortunate precedent and suggested 
that the banner would only be acceptable if it were to advertise a specific event, such as a 
public meeting. However, others felt that the issue was of sufficient local importance for 
an exception to be made. Cllr Kay advised that the SNV banner, which had already been 
produced, did not refer to a specific event but suggested that it could possibly be 
amended.   After further discussion, it was agreed with majority support that the SNV 
group be permitted to display its banner on the banner posts between 21 November and 6 
December. 
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2014/195  PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
There were no public questions. 
 
2014/196  MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETINGS 
The minutes of the meetings held on 21 October, 4 November and 10 November were 
approved and signed. 
 
2014/197  Uplighting to tree in Market Street Garden (minute 2014/158) 
Cllr S Robinson reported that the tree in Market Street Garden would not be uplit over the 
forthcoming Christmas period. 
 
2014/198  Petanque court on KGV field (minute 2014/169) 
The Mayor reported that the pentanque court had been completed and that he had 
inspected it that morning. 
 
2014/199   Proposed anaerobic digester at The Old Dairy, Chavenage (minute  
                    2014/184) 
Cllr S Robinson reported that the planning application for an anaerobic digester at the Old 
Dairy had been refused by SDC. 
 
2014/200  REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
District Cllr Sims reported that SDC had been consulting on its proposed plans for the 
future of the 29 Sheltered Housing schemes in the District. The Council had received an 
independent report from the Chartered Institute of Housing on its sheltered housing 
provision and she and District Cllr Robinson had recently met with Mr Nick Lacey SDC to 
discuss the implications of this report for the two SDC sheltered housing schemes in 
Nailsworth.  Cllr Sims reported that Ringfield Close had come third from bottom of all the 
District’s schemes regarding the standard of accommodation and therefore was high on 
SDC’s list of those needing refurbishment.  Accommodation at the Long Ground in 
Newmarket Road was also scheduled for extensive improvement work.  
 
Cllr Sims was pleased to report that a group of residents in Middle Tynings  
was working with SDC to set up a Tenants Group for the Tynings area.  They had recently 
held a fund-raising event which had yielded £250. 
 
District Cllr Robinson reported that SDC had agreed to join other districts as partners in 
the UBICO not-for-profit company to handle waste collection.  This was due to be rolled 
out in 2016 and would include provisions for the collection of food waste, which could lead 
to a significant increase the District’s recycling rates. 
 
Cllr Robinson was pleased to report that SDC had agreed to sell an area of land at 
Lawnside to Nailsworth Community Land Trust (CLT) for £1.  The CLT would shortly be 
meeting to choose an architect to progress its proposed affordable housing scheme for 
the site.  Cllr Robinson understood that all the architects being considered were 
reasonably local.  Cllr Kay offered his congratulations to SDC for its decision regarding the 
Lawnside land, adding that he understood that the proposed scheme would be the first of 
its type in Gloucestershire. 
 
2014/201  REPORT FROM TOWN MAYOR 
The Mayor reported that, owing to the sad demise of Cllr Carter, a vacancy currently 
existed on the Town Council. The Clerk read out a notice of vacancy received from SDC 
which the Council was required to display. NTC elections were due to take place in May 
2015 and councillors could decide to seek to co-opt a new councillor in the meantime, 
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though they were not obliged to do so. In response to a question, she explained the co-
option process.   
 
After discussion, Cllr Elliott, seconded by Cllr Kay proposed that the council should not 
seek to co-opt an additional councillor at this time. On being put the vote, there were 3 
votes in favour and 3 against, and the motion was eventually CARRIED on the Mayor’s 
casting vote. 
 
2014/201  REPORT FROM TOWN CLERK 
The Clerk reported that she had secured the services of a new IT consultant, Mr Simon 
Hicks, and the new computer in her office was now up and running.  Mr Hicks had advised 
that a stronger firewall was needed at a cost of £45 for the two office computers and that 
hard-drive back up for both computers be purchased at a cost of £90.  This was agreed. 
 
The Clerk reported that the inboxes of some councillors’ NTC accounts were full, 
preventing them from receiving further emails.  Cllr Dart reported that he was 
experiencing problems accessing his council email account and that he would ask Cllr 
Duckworth for assistance. 
 
2014/202  REPORT FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES 
Cllr S Robinson reported that he and Cllr Duckworth had met with County Cllr Lunnon who 
had supplied paperwork relating to the process of applying for a parish-wide 20 mph 
speed limit. County Cllr Binns was fully supportive of this initiative for Nailsworth and 
would be meeting with the A46 group to progress it.  Cllr S Robinson hoped that the costs 
would be met from Cllr Binns’ divisional highway improvement allocation for 2015/16. 
 
Cllr Elliott reported that the CAB had unfortunately lost four of its volunteer receptionists 
for its weekly surgeries at the Arkell Centre and was therefore seeking to recruit more.  
Volunteers would be placed, numbers permitting, on a 6-week rota, and no formal training 
was needed. Cllr Elliott asked her fellow councillors to pass on any suggestions they might 
have for further volunteers. She was pleased to report that District Cllr had Sims agreed to 
join the rota. 
 
Cllr S Robinson stated that he had been surprised to read local press reports of Forest 
Green Residents’ Association’s opposition to the Council’s decision to build a MUGA on a 
site at Nailsworth Primary School. He understood that FGRA, which had been represented 
on the MUGA Working Party and was thus fully conversant with the Council’s discussions, 
was currently carrying out its own consultation which put forward an alternative option for 
a smaller MUGA to be built on Miles Marling field and as part of this exercise would be 
holding a series of public consultation meetings at the Arkell Centre. Cllr S Robinson felt 
that the content of FGRA’s leaflets and posters was both factually inaccurate and 
misleading in several respects and he was disappointed that NTC’s representative on that 
organisation had failed to inform the Council of this consultation exercise. Cllr Elliott 
reminded Cllr S Robinson that she had informed him of the FGRA consultation exercise. 
 
In discussion, councillors agreed that the leaflet did indeed contain inaccuracies of fact 
and that its content was misleading, as it raised expectations regarding the use of S106 
monies which were not supported by the historical agreement, and failed to mention that 
the Council had already agreed to develop the Miles Marling field as a community park in 
addition to providing a MUGA on the school site.  
 
Cllr Elliott agreed to draft an email to FGRA conveying the Council’s concerns, which she 
would send to the Mayor and Cllr S Robinson for approval before forwarding it to FGRA, 
with a copy to all councillors. 
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The Mayor suggested that a councillor should attend each of the three consultation 
meetings in order to put NTC’s case clearly and accurately. Cllr S Robinson stated that he 
planned to attend one of the meetings and would attempt to co-ordinate cover for the 
other two. 
 
2014/203  RISK ASSESSMENTS 
There was nothing to report. 
 
2014/204  RESPONSE TO CHANGES IN STAGECOACH BUS SERVICES TO  
                   FOREST GREEN AREA 
Cllr Elliott reported that, together with Cllr S Robinson and District Cllr Sims, she had met 
with the Integrated Transport Officer for GCC, Mr Alan Barrett, to discuss her suggestion 
that alternate buses serve the Nortonwood Estate.  This suggestion had been rejected by 
Stagecoach but Mr Barrett had agreed to negotiate further with the company.  It was 
agreed that if no positive response was received within the next few weeks the Council 
would arrange a public meeting in the town, to be chaired by the Mayor.  Mr Barrett had 
indicated that he would be willing to attend a public meeting of this nature. 
 
Some councillors reported that the new timetabling arrangements appeared to be causing 
some buses from Nailsworth to Stroud to arrive in Merrywalks ahead of schedule, leading 
to congestion in that area.  
 
It was noted that Cotswold Green was running a limited service in the Forest Green area. 
 
2014/205  REPORT OF ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
The minutes of the meeting of the Environment Committee held on 4 November 2014 
were approved and signed. 
 
Cllr Kelly was thanked for his efforts in arranging the successful ‘Streets Ahead’ event held 
in the town on 25 October. 
 
In response to a question, the Clerk explained that GCC had indicated that it was up to 
NTC to investigate whether any byelaws existed forbidding equestrian access to 
Shortwood Green. However, whilst it was clearly undesirable for horses to use the green, 
she pointed out that the only prevention measure NTC had actually taken was to erect a 
barrier on one small section which had been damaged by equestrian use to allow for 
regeneration. 
 
The Clerk agreed to contact County Cllr Binns again to enquire further as to the 
commencement date for work to repair the uneven footway in Old Market.  
 
The Mayor reported that he had inspected the Town Information Centre and concluded 
that there were no significant cracks in the internal wall. 
  
2014/206  UPDATE ON MUGA NEGOTIATIONS 
The Mayor and Cllr S Robinson had met with surveyor Mr Peter Downing to begin the 
process of drawing up heads of terms for a lease agreement with the Diocese for the 
MUGA site. The Clerk reported that Mr Downing had subsequently met with the Diocese’s 
surveyors, who had agreed to relay the Council’s request for a 25-year lease to the 
Diocese. 
 
2014/207   ACCOUNTS 

RESOLVED that the list of accounts for 18 November 2014 amounting to    
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                      £39,465.25 be approved for payment. 

The Clerk explained that the amount entered for Item 238 was incomplete as Brutons had 

yet to submit an invoice for kitchen equipment.  This had been purchased for the Arkell 
Centre and the cost would be claimed back from the Arkell Centre’s funds. 
 
Referring to Item 259, the Clerk explained that Mr Merrett’s invoice was for emergency 
repair work to deal with a serious leak which had occurred in the Town Hall kitchen and 
the resulting damp problem. She confirmed that the kitchen ceiling would be painted once 
the new plaster had dried out.  The Mayor agreed to meet with Mr Merrett to discuss the 
feasibility of an insurance claim for the work. 
 
2014/208  TOWN COUNCIL ELECTIONS MAY 2015 
Discussion ensued on possible ways to encourage potential candidates to come forward 
for election to the Town Council. Councillors recalled that Cllr Duckworth had placed an 
article describing the work of Council in a previous edition of Nailsworth News and 
encouraging people to contact him with ideas and questions, but no responses had been 
received.  Cllr Kay expressed the hope that the new council would have increased 
representation from Forest Green residents and younger age groups.  The Mayor reported 
that he planned to use one of his future ‘Nailsworth News’ columns to outline the Council’s 
updated Action Plan and he hoped that this would encourage local people to consider 
standing for election to the Town Council in May.   
 
In response to a question, the Clerk confirmed that SDC had advised that any decision 
regarding increasing the number of NTC councillors should be delayed until 2016 as 
councillors elected in 2015 would only serve for one year owing to the harmonisation of 
SDC and town and parish council election dates.  Cllr S Robinson gave notice that he 
proposed to raise the issue of membership of Council committees in the January general 
council meeting as he felt that it would be helpful to new councillors to have any changes 
in current practice written into the revised Standing Orders prior to the start of the new 
civic year.  
 
Cllr Kelly felt that some Council meetings were very long and suggested that this might 
put off potential candidates.  The Mayor suggested that time could be saved in dealing 
with  planning applications in Council meetings if all councillors had looked at the relevant 
planning applications on the SDC website beforehand. 
 
The Clerk passed on a request from Cllr Thorpe that the Council planning meeting 
scheduled for 2 December should start at 6.45 rather than 7 pm to allow sufficient time to 
discuss the Pike Lane planning application without unduly delaying the start of the 
following Recreation and Amenities Committee meeting. This was agreed. 
 
2014/209  TOWN ACTION PLAN  
The possibility of setting up a Working Party to progress the implementation of the 
recommendations of the revised Town Action Plan was discussed.  It was agreed that the 
new Action Plan should be considered a special Council meeting to be held in January and 
the Mayor agreed to liaise with the Clerk to fix a date. 
 
2014/210  SDC – temporary road closure Market Street 29 November 2014  
The road closure order, which would be in force between 8 am – 8pm to accommodate a 
street market, was noted. 
 
2014/211  GCC – road closure Spring Hill 14 December 2014 – new water                 
                              connection 
The road closure order was noted. 
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2014/213  Stroud and District Motor Club – Cotswold Clouds Trial 1 February 
                   2015 on Nailsworth Ladder 
The date of the event was noted. 
 
2014/214  GCC – Local Flood Risk Management Strategy – details of new 
                    responsibilities 
The information, which had been previously circulated to all councillors, was noted. 
 
2014/215  English Heritage – notification of receipt of application to list War 
                   Memorial (clock tower) as being of historical interest 
The application was noted.  Cllr Elliott reported that she had noticed staining to the 
stonework and wondered if it would be possible to have the stains removed.  It was 
agreed to consult a local stonemason for advice and a guide price for cleaning the marks 
from the stonework. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
……………………………………………..                                    …………………………………… 
Town Mayor                                                                 Date 
 


