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NAILSWORTH TOWN COUNCIL 
MINUTES of the MEETING of Nailsworth Town Council 

held at the Town Hall, Nailsworth 
on Tuesday 1 October 2013 

 

Present 
 
 
 

 
  
   
*
 

Cllr JL Duckworth (Deputy Mayor) 
Cllr P Carter 
Cllr A Elliott 
Cllr NI Kay 
Cllr MJ Kelly 
Cllr SM Reed 
Cllr S Robinson 

Present for part of the meeting  District Cllr E Sims 

Apologies     Cllr MM Rahman 
Cllr MP Robinson 
Cllr SE Thorpe 

Non Attendance:  Cllr N Dart 

 * denotes absence from part of the meeting 

 
 
In the Mayor’s absence, the meeting was chaired by Cllr Duckworth.  Cllr Duckworth announced 
that a public meeting had been arranged to explore the possibility of setting up a Community 
Land Trust for Nailsworth. The meeting would take place on Monday 14 October at 7pm in the 
Town Hall and Cllr Duckworth distributed posters advertising the event to his fellow councillors 
and asked for their help in publicising the meeting. 
 
2013/112  MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING 
The minutes of the meeting held on 17 September were approved and signed, subject to the 
amendment of the planning application reference number on minute 2013/88 to read 
S.13/1140/106R . 
 
2013/113  Horses on Shortwood Green (minute 2013/87) 
Cllr Reed, who had been absent from the Council meeting of 17 September, expressed her 
opposition to the Council’s decision to seek to erect fencing on a section of the bank on the 
lower part of Shortwood Green on a permanent basis to render it inaccessible to horses but 
available to pedestrians.  She felt it was inappropriate to install permanent fencing on open 
common land and she explained that the Council’s previous policy had been to facilitate the 
restoration of this area by creating a temporary barrier to prevent access and allow the grass to 
regenerate.  However, other councillors expressed the view that a temporary arrangement of 
this nature would not solve the problem in the long term.   
 
The Clerk reported that she had checked with the NTC’s insurers who had informed her that the 
Council’s policy covered councillors when undertaking this type of work, as long as they were 
competent and properly equipped and a risk assessment had been carried out before work 
commenced.  In the light of this information, councillors agreed that Cllr Carter be authorised to 
proceed. 
 

2013/114  GCC proposals for highway improvements (minute 2013/89) 
Cllr S Robinson reported that, as an individual, he had contacted County Cllr Binns to suggest 
that some of her personal highways budget allocation be spent on improving the uneven 
pavement in front of the row of shops in Old Market and between the Co-op and the corner of 
Market Street. Cllr Carter reported that he had also drawn this matter to Cllr Binns’ attention. 
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2013/115  Minutes of Planning Committee 17 July (minute 2013/94) 
In response to a question, the Clerk confirmed that the minutes of the meeting of the former 
Planning Committee which had inadvertently been omitted from the agenda of the Council 
meeting of 17 September would be considered at the next general Council meeting on 15 
October. 
 
2013/116  Council Risk Assessments (minute 2013/96) 
Cllr Carter reported that he had circulated his draft Risk Assessment to all councillors with a 
request for comments but as yet had received only one response.  He urged his fellow councillors 
to send him their comments prior to the next Council meeting on 15 October so that he could  
proceed to the next stage of the process. 
 
2013/117  RESPONSE TO CONSULTATION ON SDC LOCAL PLAN PRE-SUBMISSION  
                   DRAFT  
Cllr Duckworth reported that he had examined the document and was pleased to note that it 
recognised Nailsworth as a significant town in the District and a centre which attracted visitors 
and shoppers. The Clerk was asked to respond to SDC with these observations. 
 
2013/118  APPROVAL OF COMMITTEE RESPONSIBILITES 
A list of Recreation and Amenities projects and responsibilities had previously been circulated by 
Cllr Thorpe, and Cllr S Robinson had more recently circulated an adapted version including 
names of councillors who had indicated their willingness to take a lead on specific topics.  Cllr S 
Robinson was concerned that there might be some topics which did not currently appear on 
either the Recreation and Amenities or the Environment lists and would therefore not be picked 
up. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding the various options for listing all the projects and responsibilities 
undertaken by the Council. The Clerk suggested that it would be advisable to create two 
separate lists each for Environment and Recreation, with the first simply indicating topics and 
the second including the names of councillors who had opted to take a lead on these topics, 
since the latter list would be more likely to change over time.  She pointed out that any topics 
not on Environment or Recreation lists could be dealt with at general council meetings. 
 
After further discussion, it was agreed that a definitive general list of all Council projects and 
responsibilities should be produced, indicating for each topic which councillor would be leading 
on it and whether it fell under the remit of Environment, Recreation or General meetings. Cllrs 
Elliott and Duckworth agreed to liaise to produce a draft list for presentation to a subsequent 
Council meeting. 
 
Cllr Duckworth advised that it was the responsibility of any councillor who had expressed an 
interest in leading on a particular topic to ensure that it was included on the relevant Council 
agenda when appropriate and that the Clerk would need to receive this information at least one 
week before the date of the meeting concerned. 
 
Cllr Kay reported that, together with Cllrs Reed, Elliott and S Robinson, he had been 
investigating the use of community land at Carter’s Way in Forest Green. He felt that this 
initiative should be included on the list as a Recreation topic. 
 

 

2013/119   UPDATE ON USE OF KGV PAVILION 
The Clerk reported that unfortunately a parent attending the kindergarten had put her foot 
through what had proved to be a rotten floorboard in the side entrance lobby.  Further 
inspection had revealed that other floorboards in the lobby were also affected so Mr P Merrett 
had replaced the boards concerned with metal plates as a temporary measure.  The area was 
now completely safe for use. 
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After discussion, it was agreed that Mr Merrett be asked to undertake a visual inspection of 
the whole of the lobby floor and indicate, with costs, the extent of the necessary repairs.   The 
Clerk agreed to provide an update on the money so far spent by the Council on work to the 
Pavilion at the next Council Recreation and Amenities meeting. 
 
The Clerk reported that now the Pavilion was leased annual electricity tests were required and a 
recent test had revealed that work would be necessary to upgrade the emergency lighting and 
smoke alarms and to blank off the cooker points which had been discovered to be sub-
standard. It was agreed to authorise the necessary work at a cost of £881.00. 
 

 

2013/120  UPDATE ON PROPOSED RENOVATION OF KGV PLAY AREA 
Cllr S Robinson presented a report, produced by Cllr Thorpe and previously circulated to all 
councillors, summarising the current position regarding proposed improvements to the KGV play 
area together with some approximate costings and suggestions for funding. The report was the 
outcome of work undertaken by Cllrs Thorpe and S Robinson, working with Ms Sarah Urquhart, 
a community volunteer with relevant professional experience, and a consultation exercise with 
local children of the relevant age range had been carried out.  The proposed work would initially 
involve renewal of play equipment and improvements to safety surfacing, followed by renewal 
of fencing around the play area and possible additional play facilities for older children if 
funding permitted. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding possible sources of funding for the various phases of the proposed 
work, including S106 monies. Cllr S Robinson reported that he planned to make enquiries with 
Gloucestershire Environmental Trust regarding the possibility of grant aid. 
 
The report was noted and Ms Urquhart and Cllrs Thorpe and S Robinson were thanked for their 
work, which was ongoing.  It was agreed that an updated report with firm costings would be 
brought to Council for consideration in due course. 
 
The Clerk reported that safety reports on the KGV and Shortwood play areas and the Miles 
Marling field from the council’s insurers had been received.  These were additional to the annual 
risk assessment reports produced by ROSPA received in May. The insurers had issued an 
immediate notification report requiring faults on three items of equipment to be addressed by 
24 October 2013. 
 
The Clerk confirmed that: 

• the fault on the slide had been fixed by the groundsman the same day as the inspection 
• reinstatement of rivets on the skating surface on one of the ¼ pipes was in hand 

• the insurers had requested the complete renewal of the chain suspended log section of 
the adventure trail.  In discussion it was noted that this would be a costly repair.  As it 
was intended to replace the trail with other equipment it was agreed not to repair it and 
remove it from commission. 

 
It was noted that there were discrepancies between the ROSPA and insurer’s reports e.g. 
ROSPA had noted wear on the swing seats at KGV and Shortwood but considered them 
serviceable, whereas the insurers had made the same observation but had recommended 
immediate replacement. It was agreed that the Clerk and Cllr S Robinson would inspect the 
seats and make a recommendation to Council.  Similarly there was disagreement between the 
two organisations about the repairs necessary to stepping stones on the Shortwood trail.  In 
this instance it was agreed to remove the damaged stepping stone and not replace it. 
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2013/121   UPDATE ON FUTURE WORK ON KGV CHANGING ROOMS 
Cllr S Robinson reported that the roof of the changing rooms had developed a slight leak. He 
agreed to liaise with the Clerk with a view to obtaining estimates of repair costs ready for 
inclusion in the budget for 2014/15. 
 
2013/122  SUMMER ACTIVITIES OF PLAY RANGERS 
A report by the Play Rangers on their children’s activities project held in Forest Green during the 
school summer holidays had been circulated to all councillors.  Cllr S Robinson, who had visited 
the project along with the Mayor, expressed his thanks to the Play Rangers for an excellent 
scheme and was pleased to note the positive feedback received from parents and children.  In 
his view, the scheme offered good value for money and catered for a broad age range. Cllr Kay 
reported that he understood that some children had arrived without packed lunches and 
suggested that NTC consider subsidising the cost of lunches in future. 
 

2013/123  TOWN HALL UPDATE 
The Clerk reported that the refurbished ladies’ toilets on the ground floor were now usable 
although there was still outstanding decorating and finishing work to be completed.  
Unfortunately there was currently no hot water as the new water heater had proved to be faulty 
and was awaiting repair or replacement.  The refurbishment project, originally scheduled to 
take 2 weeks, had seriously over-run, which was disappointing. There had been changes to the 
agreed schedule of works and the Clerk would be pursing an appropriate reduction on the 
quotation from the contractors. 
 
Cllr S Robinson reported that he and the Mayor had inspected the ground floor gentlemen’s 
toilets and had concluded that they were in a rather poor state.  They would be working on a 
scheme of improvement which they hoped to present to a subsequent meeting for 
consideration. 
 
The Clerk reported that scheduled work to the time clocks for the Town Hall heating system had 
been completed and thermostats had been fitted to all radiators.  She was currently seeking 
quotations for the resurfacing of the floor in the lower room. 
 
2013/124  MORTIMER ROOM UPDATE 
The Clerk reported that work to install an enabled toilet in the Mortimer Room had been 
completed.  A mirror would be installed at an appropriate height.  She confirmed that the 
specification had not included an emergency pull cord or a light sensor. It was felt that these 
facilities were probably unnecessary as the toilet was straight off a meeting room and would 
only be used by groups who had booked the room and not by the general public. She confirmed 
that the enabled ground floor toilet in the Town Hall was also not equipped with a pull cord or 
light sensor. 
 
2013/125  TOWN GARDENING 
Cllr S Robinson reported that the local Rotary Club had contacted him with a request to provide 
and maintain two 2 ft by 6 ft metal flower troughs outside the Library window.  He had 
subsequently met with a Rotary representative and had sought and obtained permission from 
the landowner, GCC, for the troughs to be placed in this location. It was agreed that NTC would 
fund the installation and filling of the troughs with soil by the Town Groundsman and make a 
financial contribution towards the planting of the troughs. 
 
*Cllr Kay left the meeting at this point. 
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2013/126  CONSIDERATION OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED 
a)  S.13/1986/TCA The Meads, Watledge Road 
Fell Lawson Cypress 
No observations. 
b)  S.13/1784/COU  The Old Manse, Northfields Road 
Change of use of existing garage to a holiday let 
Comment.  We note that this application runs contrary to the permission S.12/0863/HHOLD 
‘..shall be used as a home office and for accommodation incidental to the residential occupation 
of The Old Manse..’  We do not believe that anything has changed that warrants the 
overturning of the previous decision. 
c)  S.13/1884/OUT Land at Morn Mist, Stroud Road 
Outline application for erection of one single storey dwelling 
No observations. 
d)  S.13/1963/FUL  Town Square Car Park, Old Market 
Improvements to existing Nailsworth Bus Station including realignment of existing bus  
bays and kerbs, relocation of disabled parking bays and removal of existing and erection of 
new bus shelters and improvements at both northern and southern access areas. 
 
Councillors expressed concern that limited information had been provided, particularly regarding 
the alignment of car parking spaces, design of the proposed bus shelters and kerb heights. 
They understood that an impact assessment was to have been carried out but no information 
on this was included. It was felt that the current application did not relate to the Urban Design 
Framework for the town centre as detailed in the 2008 Evans Report which had been 
commissioned by SDC. 
 
After discussion, it was agreed to defer consideration of this application until the next Council 
meeting and the Clerk was asked to invite Mr Brian McGough SDC to attend the meeting. 
e)  S.13/2087/TPO  The Deverells, Chestnut Hill 
Fell group of trees 
Object. In the appeal decision S.13/1370/FUL the inspector states ‘..the appeal site makes a 
positive contribution to the locality, primarily through the presence of a number of protected 
trees which reinforce the rather verdant suburban nature of the area.’ Whilst dying or dead 
trees obviously need to be removed there can be no justification for removing healthy protected 
trees as this would have an adverse effect on the appearance of this locality.  
f)   S.13/1733/FUL  Oaklands Farm, Inchbrook 
Refurbishment of existing farmhouse and surrounding grounds, including new bridge.  
Repair and alteration of dairy and stable outbuildings.  Conversion of Pitts Mill into two 
separate residential units.  
No observations. 
g)  S.13/2070/TCA  Verulam, Theescombe 
Copper beech – reduce branches, cut back remainder of crown and shape 
No observations 
h)  S. 13/1822/FUL  Land adjoining Setwell, Walkley Wood 
Object.  We object to the revised plans for parking. We note that parts of the pubic highway 
Rockness Hill are contained within the red boundary marked on the plans. This clearly is not in 
the applicant’s ownership or control. We do not believe that it is sensible to create parking 
separate from the house and that future owners would almost certainly park adjacent to the 
house. This is a difficult and dangerous junction and hill and it is inappropriate to make parking 
arrangements here. 
 
 
 
…………………………………………..                                           …….………………………….. 
Chair                                                                                Date 


