
2000 - T e Baguettes sang for us at a soirée chez les Ogles

2000 - Taking our French visitors to a reception at Ruskin Mill

followed by the traditional game of boules!

2000 - 23 Jan, Millennium tree planting at KGV f eld, trees were planted in the name of the twinning association

Aonghus Gordon of Ruskin Mill has 
always been a great supporter of the 
Twinning Assoc and we have benefted 
from his hospitality on several 
occasions.

A visit to his new echo house and 
farm in Horsley was lined up for the 
May 2020 anniversary visit, postponed 
until this can be rearranged.

Our French visitors have always been 
very impressed with his establishments 
and Ruskin Mill has taken a group 
of students over to Lèves to visit the 
Gabriel Loire glassworks.

Le BulletinLe Bulletin
  Nailsworth & District Twinning Association                                                            June 2021- Issue 124  
www.nailsworthtowncouncil.gov.uk                                                                    www.leves.fr

	

 

 
 
 

2020

Retrospective Part 2Retrospective Part 2 : 2000 - 20052000 - 2005



2002 - We took our French visitors to the amazing Ruskin Glass Centre at Stourbridge where Aonghus 
Gordon gave us a personally guided tour and treated us to an excellent buffet lunch.

May 2001 - We left 
GB in the sunshine 
but it was still winter 
in France.  We all had 
to scrummage around 
to fnd extra coats and 
scarves.

Freezing visit to Rouen on the 
way out

War memorial where WW2 resistance fghters were shot

but the sun 
returned for 
oysters in 
Honfleur on 
the way home

Sudden and tragic 
death of Lèves 
twinning founder 
FranÇoise Donneau 
aged 51 on 11 
November 2011.



Big Dave 
(right), our 

regular Rover 
Coaches 

driver, always 
joined in.

2003 - BBQ & hat competition in 
Lèves with entertainement 
from the Bird Ladies

MAY 2003MAY 2003

While sorting through a few photographs of the 
Twinning visits, I came across the Programme of 
the ‘Stuart Singers’ concert in the Chapelle de la 
Fondation d’Aligre à Lèves, under the direction 
of Gerry Palmer. Tis was a joint concert with 
l’Ensemble Vocal de Lèves “Cluster”, conductor 
FranÇois Cornu.

It was a super concert singing to a full Church. 
Tis was a prelude to a Concert the next day to be 
held in Chartres Cathedral, and the high-light of my 
singing career. Over 200 people were in the audience 
for the performance on a Sunday night to hear an 
unknown English Choir.

At the rehearsal, we were to open with the Ave 
Verum Corpus; this has no introduction and starts 
off  “double F”  (very loud)  with the words  “Gloria 
– Gloria.” Gerry Palmer wanted a longer than 
normal pause between the two Gloria’s, so that the 
sound travelled down the chancel, hit the back wall 
and came back to reinforce the second Gloria.

Who forgot the instruction – Me, I sang it at the 
normal speed !! Luckily no-one appeared to notice.  
I thought, you fool to make a major mistake in the 
frst bar of the Concert. However, I then relaxed and 
sang my heart out for the remainder of the evening.

It has always been my dream to sing in Chartres 
Cathedral.  Back in 1983 travelling back from a 
holiday in the Loire Valley, we stopped in Chartres 
for a break and went into the Cathedral for the 
very frst time. I picked up a leaflet which indicated 
that Choirs from all over the world were welcome 
to sing in the Cathedral. Subsequently in 1984,  
arrangements were made for the Ecumenical Choir 
of Christ Church, Nailsworth to take up this offer. 
Unfortunately, due to the authorities not liking the 
type of music the Choir sang, permission was not 
given. We still travelled to Chartres during a cold 
February and sang in the Protestant Church instead.
Hence taking the Stuart Singers to Leves many years 
late. Dreams do come true.     Allan Beale

February 2003 - 3 Lèves boys came over to train on 
our hills and for an Anglo French cycling experience



2004 - Inauguration of Lèves Corner by Nailsworth 
Mayor Lesley Williams-Allan and Lèves Mayor Jean-
Pierre Reschoeur

2005 - Twin visits took place to celebrate this 
anniversary year. In April, Lèves came to 
Nailsworth. Anniversary gifts were exchanged: 
a stone and bronze plaque from Lèves which 
has been set into the Mortimer Room wall, 
and a fnger post from Nailsworth which was 
unveiled by new Nailsworth Mayor Sue Reed 
in Place de Nailsworth during the return trip 
to Lèves end of May.

with the Nailsworth Silver Band

magnifcent anniversary cakes


