
NAILSWORTH TOWN COUNCIL
                        RECREATION & AMENITIES COMMITTEE
                        Minutes of a meeting held on 2 August 2016

Present Cllr Myles Robinson (Chair)
Cllr Jonathan Duckworth  
Cllr Anne Elliott 
Cllr Paul Francis
Cllr Ron Kerby
Cllr Steve Robinson

Apologies Cllr Norman Kay

DECLARATIONS of INTEREST AND CLLRS’ DISPENSATIONS
There were no declarations of interest or requests for dispensations.

REVIEW OF SCALE OF CHARGES FOR COUNCIL FACILITIES
It was agreed to recommend to Council that the rates of hire for Council facilities for 
2016/17 be increased by 3% (rounded up). The recommended revised scale of charges is 
attached to these minutes.

It was noted that the scale of charges had not been reviewed in 2015/16. The Committee 
agreed to review the hire charges on an annual basis in future.

Members noted that the space in front of the Library building was currently available for local 
groups to use for stalls etc at no charge. The Clerk explained that, whilst the space was not 
owned by NTC, the Council managed the bookings of the area to avoid clashes.  It was 
agreed to recommend to Council that the space should continue to be bookable at no 
extra charge for those hiring the Mortimer Room and otherwise available for charities, 
community and political groups to book and use, again at no charge. 

Discussion ensued regarding Portable Appliance Testing (PAT) for Town Hall equipment. 
Members were unclear as to which of the stage lighting belonged to NTC and which to 
Nailsworth Dramatic Society (NDS). The Clerk and Cllr S Robinson undertook to liaise with 
NDS to clarify the matter. ACTION: CLERK AND CLLR S ROBINSON.

REVIEW OF SCALE OF CHARGES FOR KGV FOOTBALL PITCHES
The Clerk presented her report, previously circulated, reviewing the current charging policy 
for the football pitches and suggesting possible options for change. She explained that the 
current charge was inclusive of ‘dressing’ the pitch on match days (putting up and taking 
down nets and corner flags) and opening and closing the changing rooms.  These tasks were 
currently carried out by the Town Groundsman. 

Having researched the pitch charging system operated by other councils in the district, the 
Clerk suggested that more flexible arrangements could be considered.  This could have the 
benefit of reducing the amount of time the Town Groundsman would be required to commit 
to dressing the pitch etc, thus freeing him up for other duties. It would also offer more 
options to potential hirers, who might wish to save money by dressing the pitch themselves. 
The Clerk explained that the new doors on the changing rooms would be code-operated, 
meaning that the Groundsman would no longer be required to lock and unlock the changing 
rooms on match days.

After discussion, it was agreed to recommend to Council that, in addition to the 
recommended pitch hire fee of £38 for seniors (£17 for adult training) and £18 for juniors, 
an additional fee of £15 per hiring be made for dressing the pitch, and that a charge of £10 
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per hour be introduced for the use of the changing rooms/showers alone (independent of 
pitch hire) ACTION: CLERK

PROPOSAL FOR A HIRE OF OPEN SPACES POLICY
Members considered a report from the Clerk recommending that the Council adopt a policy 
to formalise the use of NTC’s public open spaces. She advised that the Council had a duty of 
care to ensure that any commercial activities in these areas were being carried out in a safe 
manner and stressed the importance of the Council being aware of which organisations were 
using the spaces and when. The Clerk reported she had been approached by Acorn School, 
which occasionally used the KGV field for PE classes, asking to use the changing 
rooms/showers.  

After discussion, it was agreed to make the following recommendations to Council:
1. To introduce a ‘hire of open space’ policy for commercial, school and group users and
    advertise this at KGV Field. This requires businesses and groups to book the field or 
    tennis courts before advertising any events or activities. Charges to be determined in 

    the annual review of charges.

2. To allow the Acorn School to use the changing room showers and to introduce a charge of 
    £80 per term for this to cover utilities, opening/locking and cleaning, to be reviewed as  
    part of the annual review of charges.
3. To require all group users to submit a copy of the Public Liability insurance annually to 
    the Town Hall.

REVIEW OF TENNIS COURT FEE COLLECTION
Members considered a report from the Clerk summarising some operational problems 
relating to the current ‘honesty box’ system of collecting fees from hirers of the KGV tennis 
courts, which required hirers to place money in envelopes through the Hazelwood Bungalow 
letterbox. 

After discussion, it was agreed to seek to incorporate an appropriate booking and 
collection system in the design of the new groundsman’s store.  In the meantime, 
the current system would be maintained in essence, but the Town Groundsman would be 
asked to proceed with his offer to produce a design of a secure honesty box to be placed on 
the boundary of the bungalow for the Committee to consider.  ACTION: CLERK

The Clerk confirmed that the children’s tennis fee referred to children of 14 and under and 
that the adult rate was payable in the case of for adult/child hirers.

PROPOSAL TO RELOCATE BASKETBALL HOOP AT KGV FIELD
The Clerk reported that the basketball hoop, which was currently located on the edge of the 
tarmac between the car park and the changing rooms, was in an inconvenient position as 
play was disrupted by vehicle movements.  The hoop would also be in the way if plans to 
build a new storeroom in that location came to fruition.

After discussion it was agreed to seek to organise an on-site consultation with 
Nailsworth Youth Club and other potential users based on a choice of options for alternative 
locations for the basketball hoop in the KGV, to be suggested by the Committee and 
published if possible in the ‘Youth Matters’ section of Nailsworth News.  ACTION: CLERK 
AND CLLR S ROBINSON

PROPOSED DISABILITY ACCESS AUDIT FOR NTC’S PUBLIC OPEN SPACES
The Clerk suggested that to progress the Committee’s earlier suggestion of conducting a 
disability access audit for NTC’s public spaces it would be useful to enlist the assistance of 
the Stroud and District Access Group and other local groups and individuals.
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Cllr M Robinson agreed to act as lead cllr on this initiative and to contact in the first instance 
Mr Mike Kelly of the Stroud and District Access Group Access Group to discuss this 
suggestion.  ACTION: CLLR M ROBINSON

UPDATE ON KGV FIELDS IN TRUST (FIT) GRANT PROJECT
Members considered a report from the Clerk updating progress on the improvements to the 
KGV facilities funded by the KGV90 FIT grant. Most of the work had been completed but the 
Clerk explained that she was working with the temporary Project Assistant to investigate the 
possibility of installing a hydroboiler to provide hot water to the changing rooms kitchen 
within the existing budget. She reported that it would also be necessary to adapt the existing 
pipework in the changing rooms to prevent possible Legionella bacteria. This was a small 
plumbing job which could be done in-house.

The Clerk reported that it had emerged that the junior goalposts specified in the project were 
too flimsy for purpose.  A quote of £770.00 had been received from Greenfields for sturdier 
replacement ones.  The Clerk undertook to investigate if this price included nets.

After discussion, it was agreed to purchase 2 x junior (up to 14 years) goalposts from 
Greenfields, at a cost of £770.00, to replace the existing ones, to be installed in the same 
location, to be financed from the KGV Field budget.  

The Clerk reported that FIT was keen to have ongoing publicity for the work funded by their 
grant.  She had been forwarding ‘before’ and ‘after’ photographs to the organisation for its 
website, and the local press had featured an article with picture of the Mayor and his family 
using the new outdoor table tennis table.

After discussion, it was agreed to seek to liaise with Nailsworth Youth Club to 
organise a photocall/publicity event to be held during the October half-term to celebrate the 
new equipment purchased with the FIT90 grant, and to invite a local celebrity such as local 
Olympic champion Peter Reed to officiate.   ACTION: CLERK AND CLLR S ROBINSON

DISCUSSION OF PLANS FOR PROPOSED NEW GROUNDSMAN’S STOREROOM
Local architect Keith Angus had produced initial drawings for a possible new 
storeroom/workshop at the KGV field to provide a central storage point for the equipment 
used by the Town Groundsman.  These had been previously circulated.

Members felt there were some issues to be considered with the drawings relating to the 
‘dead space’ between the proposed store and the changing rooms and wondered if it would 
be feasible to build onto the existing changing rooms.  It was suggested that a flat roof be 
avoided to discourage access by potential vandals.  

The Clerk was asked to seek to organise a site meeting for cllrs with the architect to 
discuss options.  ACTION: CLERK

PRIORITISATION AND TIMESCALES FOR TOWN ACTION PLAN PROJECTS
The Committee had received a list of projects arising from the Town Action Plan, consisting 
of the MUGA at Forest Green and the development of the Miles Marling field as a community 
park. The Clerk recommended that the KGV extension field be included.  She advised that a 
4 year programme of tasks to achieve these projects should be drawn up in the form of a 
‘service plan’ and reported that the temporary Projects Assistant was currently working to 
produce a task list to aid this process.
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After discussion it was agreed that Cllrs M Robinson and Kerby would work with the Clerk to 
develop an appropriate 4 year ‘service plan’ for the Committee, which would inform future 
budgets.  ACTION: CLERK AND CLLRS M ROBINSON AND KERBY. 

.....................................................                              …………………………………………….
Chair                                                                          Date

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR RATIFICATION BY FULL COUNCIL

RECOMMENDED:   that the rates of hire for Council facilities for 2016/17 be increased 
                                by 3% (rounded up).

RECOMMENDED:   that the space in front of the Library should continue to be bookable 
                                at no extra charge for those hiring the Mortimer Room and otherwise 
                              available for charities, community and political groups to book and 
                              use, again at no charge

RECOMMENDED:   that, in addition to the recommended KGV football pitch hire fee of 
                                £38 for seniors (£17 for adult training) and £18 for juniors, an 
                              additional fee of £15 per hiring be made for dressing the pitch.

RECOMMENDED:   that a charge of £10 per hour be introduced for the use of the KGV 
                                changing rooms/showers alone (independent of pitch hire).

RECOMMENDED:  to introduce a ‘hire of open space’ policy for commercial, school and 
                             group users and advertise this at KGV Field. This requires businesses 
                             and groups to book the field or tennis courts before advertising any 
                             events or activities. Charges to be determined in the annual review of 

                             charges;

                             to allow the Acorn School to use the changing room showers at a charge 
                             of £80 per term to cover utilities, opening/locking and cleaning, to be 
                             reviewed as part of the annual review of charges
                             

                     to require all group users to submit a copy of the Public Liability 
                             insurance annually to the Town Hall.
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